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PREFACE 


= H E defir? of happineſs is ſo 
72W coefſential with bur nature , ſo 
RD ime; Wwoyen and inco:Porate 
PS. With it; thit nothing but the 
= aifolution of the whole f-.2me 
car: extingurſh it. This rims 
F. through the whole race of man- 
Shind , and amidſt the infinite yariety of other m- 
Telinations , preſerves it ſelfentire. The moſt. 
various contradiory tempers do yet conſpire m 
1s,, and men of ths moſt unequ31 ; Ds are 
equal in their wiches of bem hap J; IT | 13 k / 
F.. But this canturrence 4s to it, end :5.00t More 
Funiver ſal then the diſagreement about the way. 
Every man Wou'd h 2ve happine|s.. but Wberein 
pat conſiſts, or hoWit ts tobe attained , bas bees 
8verſly opin'd. Indeed the ultimate [upreme 
W247 pineſs as it is 0;1ginally inherent in 90d, fo it 
9-rapr1upin thoſe clouds ant d1rkneſs, which, 
the P[almiſt [ay's , . re round abour him, 
Flalm 18. 11. And we can ſee nothing «f it 
But in thoſe gleams an: r4y. $ be ispl-ajedto dare 
$e# upon us; ſo tyat all our Oſtiinates as 10 fo 
| FY 
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3+ o 3 "The Preface... 
fa] felicity, muſt be meaſured bythoſe revela) C01 
00s he has made of it. | | ten 
But one would think our temporal happineſs, tf 
were as much a myſtery a4 our cternal , to ſet. (9 
What variety of blind purſuits are mage afier ts. C* 
One man 'thinky 't is jeatcd on the top. pinacle of V' 
tonour , and climbs till perbaps he falls head. Þ- 


lonz. Another thinks it a mineral , that mu. 


be dig'd out of the earth, andtoils to lade hin Pu 
felt with rhick clay , Hab. 2.6. and at lafi br 
finds 4 grave , Where keſought Lis treaſure. 4 
tþ #:d ſuppoſes it corſiſts in the variety cf pleg 
ſures,and wearies bin.ſclf in that purſuit . whid| #8 
only clotes , and diſappoints. Tet everyone d 
theſe can yead you letures of the groſs miſta Ju 
and folly of the ather , whilſt himſelf 1s equally P"* 
deluded. ! the 
Tixusdo men chaſe an imaginary good,till thel 6# 
mect With real evils ; herein expoſing themfel vi 140 
to the ſamecheat Laban pur upon Jacob, thy JC 
ſerve for Rachel , 'and are rewarded i de; 
Leah , court fancied beauty, and marry loathe! 
deformity. Such delufive felicities as ikeſe ba 
the largeſſes of the Prince of the Air , who.onſ"" 
a:tempted to bave enve gled even Chriſt hin #2 
ielf, M atth. 4. Fi; 
But Geds propoſals are more ſmcere : he hy 
ow ſandy , kow falſe a foundation all t 
external things muſi make,and therefore wa 
$75 not to build ſo much as our preſent ſatisf ati 
epon them , but shewws us a morecertain, 4 


The Preface, 
| compend'o15 way to acquire Woat weg? ſpaf- 
| ter, by telling 1 that a5 Godlineſs m reſpect of 
; the next, ſo contentment for this world 1s great 
' pain, 1 Tim. 6,6, It is indeed the un1m ne- 
' cefſarium, the one point in which all the lines of 
; world'y happineſs are concentred » and to-com- 
plete its excellence, "tis to be had at home : nay, 
; mdeed only there, We ned notra:mble im wild 
: purſuits after it,we may ſorm it within-917 011 
| breaſts ; no man wants materia:s for u , that 
{ knows buthoy to put them together. 

And the direfting to that Skill 15 rheonly de- 
fgn of the enſuing Tra , which coming upon ſo 
kind anerrand, may at leaft hope for an unp-e- 
judicel reception. Contentment is a thing we all 
(| profeſs to aſpire to; and therefore it cannoi be 
thought an unfriendly office to endeavour to con- 
dudt men to ir. How far the enſuing confidera- 
4 tions may tend to that end, I muſt leaveto the 
4 judgement , and experi-nce of the Re2der , only 
of deſming him that be will we!ghth:mwith that 
ſeriouſneſs which befits a thing wherein both bis 
bappineſs and 1uty arc concern'd: for inth!s (as 
n many the; inſtances) God bas ſo twiſted them 
toper er that we cannot be innocemly miſerable. 
The preſent inſe/icttics of our murmures and im- 
patiencies, h iv: an appendant grate, which will 
confign 115 to a more irreverſible ſtate of diſ- 
ſatisfaction vereafler. | 
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| Of the neceſſary connexion between Ha phine's 
| and. Contentment, . 


'CONTE 


Fe A OD whois eſſentially hap y 
EY f-=Jp: Ny 10.-himſclf, can jircat eo 5s 
| | cefſion to his felicity by the 


=. 
"5 


#272 ({, poor contributions of 'tygrs.. - 
ES F He cannot therefore be ſup- 

SS poſed ro haye made them 

upon intuition of increaſings. 

| but communicaring his happineſs. Andthis 

his original deſign 1s yery vilible inall the 

| jou of his economy towards them.. When 

; lapſed man had counterplorred againſt him. 

! ſelf, defeared the purpoſeof the Divine good- 

* neſs, and plunged his whole nature into rhe 

oppolite ſtare of endleſs miſery ;- he yet re- 

inforced his firſt deſign. , andan empties 


A. 4. by 


recovers hun to his former capacity of bli! 


_ &iſcourage and affright him : bur has in the! © 


The Artof Contentment. 
fullof wonder as mercy, the death of his S 


And thatit mighr not only be a bare capaei 
ke has added all other methods proper wo! 
work upona rational creature. He has shewect”© 
him his danger , ſer before himin perſpeCive 
thar eternal Topher , which he is adviſed to ©. 
Shi, On the othex fide, he has no lels lively \ 
deſcribed the heavenly Jeruſalem » the Cele © 
ſal country to which he is toaſpire: nay,far« * 
ther has leyelled his roadto itleads him not ” 
as he didthelſraelites through the wilderneſs, 
through intricate mazes, to puzzle his under-, ,, 
itanding 3 through a lard of drenght , whercin, ,,. 


J 


Were fiery ſerpents and ſcorpions, eur.8.15, to} g 
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Goſpel chalkt our a plain , a ſafe, nay a pleas! ( 
fant path ; as much ſuperior borh in the eaſe} ,, 
of rhe way, andin theend to which it leads,as: þ 
Heaven 15ro Canaan. 

2. By doing this he has ror onely ſecured | 
er grandand ultimare happineſs , but provi- , 
ded'for our intermedial alto, Thofe Chriſtian| } 
duries which are to carry us to heayen,are Ott | 
refreshments, our viaticum in our journey: his: , 
yoke is uot to gall and fret us , bur an engine | | 
7 which we —_ with eaſe (and almoſt in-y, | 
ſenſibly) draw all the clogs and incumbranc?s | 
of hymane life. For wherher wertake Chri-' 
RKianiry in jrs whole complex, or in us ſeyeral 
and diitin& branches » 'ris certainly the _ 

| EXCCls |} 


Set.1. It: connexion with Happin?ls. 3, 
xcellcnt, rhe molt compendious a:tof happy 
Aiving: its very tasks are rewards,and its piC- 
*Icep.$ are no:hing. bur a divine fort of Alchy- 
'my., to ſublime at. once our nature and 0.ir 
'plealures.. COL | 2 
': 3. This may be cvidenced in every parit- 
* cular of the Evangelical law * bur having for- 
j, merly made tome artempr rowards 1t in at0- 
ther * Tract , Ishall not herere- *Deay of 
ay .- 1 __ . 
{ame thc v hole ſubj2&t. 1 shall Chriſtian. 
only ſingle our one particular pre- Piezy. 
; Cept , v hercin. happineſs 1s not (as In the 0- 
' thers) only unplyed,and muſt be catcar at the 
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; teral y exprelt , and.isthe verymarrer 0ithe: 
Y dury ; I mean ihe preceprt of acquieſcence and. 
© Content,nent, Happineis ard this rrue genuine: 
*' Contentment, being rerms {oconyertiblezthat: 
| robidus be content , 1s but another ph: ale tor 
bidding. us be happy.. 

4. Temporal.enjoyments , ſuch as are plea-- 
ſure, wealth, honor, and the reſt though they, 
make \pecious prererices to be tne mea'lire 07 

{ bumane happineſs. are all of th: juſtly dif 
' ca;idedby thePhiloſopher in his Ethiks,upoa! 
' this one con{ideration , thar coming from a- 
| broad they may be with-held or taken fiom: 
| us ;. and our renure. being precarious, we even. 
* fortharreaſonare unhappy in our moſt defira- 
ble poſſefiions , becauſe we are till Iyable ro 
be.{0. And therefore he concludes, that feli- 
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Fl The Art of Contemrment.” - 
ciry muſt be placed in the mind & ſoul,whickhar 
ſtands 'witho'1r the reach of fortune 3 and iffyin; 
rhe praCliſe of yertue,whichinirs own nature; 
and not 1n1rs contingent uſe-isrruly good,angonl 
therefore certainly renders the poffetfors ſuch the 
5- Bar this practiſe being diffuſed through Re 
the whole extent of Moral dury , Ep:Fetw val 
thought he had deſerved well of humane na. m 
ture, whenhe drew itup in.rwoghort words, th 
ro: ſuſtain; and abſtain ;. that is to. bear with iy 
conltancy adyerſe events, and with moderae fic 
tion enjoy thoſe that are proſperous. Which 10 
complexure of Philoſophy.is. yet. more fullyy d: 
as well as more compendiouſly expreſt inthe; W 
fingle notion of Contentment , which inyolyes} It 
rhe patient bearing of all miſadyentures , and! e 
| Emer x conrempr of ſenſual illectives.. This! Þ 
ate of mind the Greeks expreſs by calling it 

& vTdexe: Or {elf-ſufficiency,which we know V 
papel ſpeaking , is one of the incommuni-. < 
cable attribures of the diyine nature ; and the } 
Stotks exprelly prerend,rhar by it morral men 
are enabled ro riyal their Gods :. in Seneca's. \ 
hraſe , to:make a controverſie with fupiter: | 


a 


6 imſelf. Bur m_—_ the inſolent blaſphemy | 


coment he 1s avic to doall things through OY 
I EM ; at 


of an independentteliciry ,. Chriſtianity ac- * 
Kknowledyes a marerial trurh in the aſſertion +, 
and St, Pa: declares of himſelf, thar having | 
fearnt hoy toxwant, and bow to abonnd; and m 
whatever ftate be happen o be in;therewith to be: 


| 
1} 


B:C&t.I. Tis comexion with Happineſſ, F 
chat ſtrengthens kim, Phil.4.11,12213, and:ha- 
| ifying nothing, to poſſeſs all thirgs, 2. Cor.6. 10. 
re, 6. Winch great eyent coines about, not 
ngonly becauſe alt good things are eminently in: 
chithe divine nature, and he who by Vertue and 
ph Religion poll. ſes Himythereby 1n a full equi» 
1 valence has eyery thing;bur alſo upon humane 
a. mcalures : and the principles of Pinloſophy ez 
ls, the compendious addrels 10 wealth , as Pl.:to- 
h rightly obſerved, being not to encreale potleſs 
2+ ſions, bur lefſen defires... And it fo, *t will fol-- 
by low that the contented man mult; be abun-- 
yy dantly p: ovided for, being fo cntirely ſatisfied; 
e: with whar hz has, as to have nodehires atall. 
s] Indeed , itis truly faid.of coyerous men, and is: 
4! eyually verified of all who have any defire to» 
$) a , that they want no leſs what they' 
et have » then what they have not: bur the re-- 
/\ yerle of that paradox is really made good by 
.. Contemment. , which beſtows on men the en- 
4 vm of wharever they haye » and alſo: 
\. Wharteyer they. have nor; and by reaching ro! 
,. want nothing , abundantly ſecures nor ro» 
want happineſs. | 
' 7. On: the other ſide, this onegrace being; 
abſent, it is not in the power of any ſucceſs or 
| affluence tomake life a totkerable thing,, Lec 
{ all the materials of. earthly happineſs be amaſt: 
- Together, and flungupon one man, they will. 
| without contentment be bur like the faral: 
p11ze of Tarptiz's.trea'on , who was preſtio 
Ef ; & ' * © dearly 


The Arrof Contentment. 
cceath with rhe weighr of her booty. Hethat] jic/: 
has the elements ot feliciry , and yer cannot! fold 
form them into a ſatisfaction, ismore delpes} F w 
rarely miſerable then h2 thar wants them :# my 
for he who-wants them has yet ſo:rething ra} nee 
hopefor, and thinks it he had rhem he might. elf 
be happy 3: bur he who inlignificantly pofleſ' glc 
ſes them, has norcſerye, bas notſonuch as. wi 
the Py of an expectarion> tor he has fer 
nothing left ro deſire , and yercanbeas little: 

{aid ro enjoy. ; ric 
8. He therefore thar would have the ex-Þ n: 
tra{t the quinteſlence of happineſs,muſt ſeek} a! 
1t in Content. All outward accefſions are burz fa 
the droſs and earthly part ; this alone is theſþ: te 
ſpirir,which when tis once ſeparared,dep2nds} - n 
not. upon the fare of the other 5 bur preterves} t 
xs. vigor when thar is deſtroyed, Sr, Pauly} t 
whom.l before mentioned 4 is a ready inſtance} | 
of jr , who profeſſes ro be content.in whatever} | 
ſite , Contentment being nor ſo inſeparartely} 
ligked ro.external things , bur that they may} 
fubflt aparr. Thar rhole areoften withom 1r 
weare t00 {ure ,. and that it may be without] 
them zs ascertainly rrue z though by our own 
gcfaule we haye nor ſo many examples ofir, 
A hearr thar rightly computes the difference 
between.remporals and erernals ,. may reſolye 
wittt the Propher.. Although the fig-tree shall 
no: bloſſom, neiuher shal fryit be on the vyines,the! 
talor of ti;e olive chall fail , and the fruit sball 


yield 


ISef.I. Trs Connex:on With Happineſs, #7 
| Ticld no meat, the flicks shall be cut off from the 
fold, ard there sþail be 10 ke'ds in theftall ; yet 
} EF wilrepyce rm the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
* my ſalyation, Hab.3.17,18. Hechar has God, 
: needs notmucl:deplore the want of any thing 
elſe: no: can he thar conſiders the plenty an 
# glo:y of bi turureſtate , be wr + dejected 
; with the want or the abjectnefs of his pre= 
 fent- 
> 9: Yer ſo indulgent is God roour infirmi- 
; ries, that knowing how unapr our imparient 
narures are toWatk only by faith , ard not at 
# all by ſight, 2 Cor.5.7. he is pleaſed ro give us 
fair anrepalts of ſatisfaction here,diſpenſes his 
| remporal blefſings,chough nor equally, yer ſo 
f - univerſally, that he tharhasleaft , hasenough - 
| ro oblige nor only hiz acquieſcence , bur hiz * 
| thankfulneſs. "Though every man has nor all 
| hewiches, yer he hazrhar which i; more va- 
Juable then thar he complams to-want ; nay, 
which he himifelf could worſe ſpare , were it 
pur to hisoprion. 
| 10. And now from ſuch a diſpolure of 
things , who would nor expect that mankind 
Should be rhe cheerfulleſt part of the creari- 
on: that the Sz 5hould nor more rejoyce 70 run 
| brourſe , Plalm 19. 5.. then man $hould to 
Hnisl his zrhara journey which has ſ@ bleſſed 
an end, and ſuch good accommodation by the 
| Way, Should be paſt with all imaginable ala* - 
cit7's and'thar we should liye here practifers 
A. 7 and: 


The Arr of Contentment, 
and learners of rhar ſtare of unmixed intermi 
nable joyes ro which weaſpire.. Buralace!.if} 
we look upon the univertality ofmen., we hin 
Shall find 1c nothing ſo; bur while all orher! ex: 
creatures gladiomly tollow the order of their} fot 
creation , take pleaſure in thole things God: s | 
has afſigned for th2m , we with aſullen per-: for 
verſnels quarrel at what we should enjoy, and: tis 
in every thing make it our buſineſs , norto fit ye 
1c forour ule , bur ro find our ſome concealed: m; 
qualiry whieh may render it unfit. We look; m 
inſidiouſly upon our bleſſings , hke men thats ca 
deſigned only ro pick quarrel , and ſtarr a? ne 
pretence for mutining. From hence it is rhar; t: 
man who-was deſign'd theLotd of the world,? re 
ro whoſe frisfactions all inferior beings were! 
ro contribute , is now the unhappielt of the! 
creatures :: nay , if the whole order of the unis! 
yerſe were tnyerted., he becomes lave to his: 
own yaſlals , courts all thcſe lirtle ſublunary ! 
things vvith ſuch paſſion, thar if they prove | 
coy and fly his embraces, he is mad and deſpes | y 
rate : if they fling themlelyes into his Arms, | © 
he is then glutred and ſatiared, like Amor | t 
he hates more.then be loved, 2.Sam.13, 15, and'! c 
is ſicker of bis poſſeſſion ,, then he was of his: x 
defire. | 4 i 
12. And thus will it eyer-be till wecan:} « 
keep our defires more at home , and not ſuffer} 1 
them ro. ramble after rhings wirhour: our } « 
reach,. Tharhoneſt Roman,w'ho f,om his ex- | | 
; : tas * 


x; 


ISect.1. Its Comexion with Happineſs. 9 
i4rraordinary induſtry upon his little ſpot of 
f ground received ſuch an increale, as brought: 
e him under ſuſpicien of witchcraft , is a good 
r: example for us. God has-placed none of us in. 
t: ſobarren a ſoil, in ſo forlo:n a ſtarezbur there 
d: 1s ſomething 1n u which may aftord us com«- 
=: fort; lets husband thar ro the urmolſt , and 
d tis {Carce imaginable what improvements e- 
t yen he thar appears the moſt miferable may. 
I: makeof his condition. Bur if ina ſullen hu- 
C; mor vye vyill notcultivate our own field , be- 
t: cauſe yye have perhaps more mind ro our 
2! neighbors ,, we may thank our ſelves if yye 
t ſtarye. The deſpiling of whar God hasal- 
x; ready given us , is lure bur a cold inyitarion to 
2 farther bounty. Menare indeed forced ſomes 
2: times to reward the murinous : bur God's not. 
*| tobe ſoatraqued, nor isit that ſort of violence 
3! which can ever force heaven. Fhe Heathen: 
+ could ſay rhar F wpirer ſent his plagues amo 
| thepoorer{orr of men, becauſe rhey vyere al- 
| wayes repining : and: indeed there is ſo much. 
| of rruth in the obſervation, thar our impa- 
| Tience and diſcontent atour preſent conditt= 
| on, is the greateſt proyocation ro- God ro: 
 makeirworle.. | | 
+ 12, It muſt rherefore be reſolyedro be 
| contrary ro our intereſt',. and ſurely ris no1 
+ to our dinty,. Iris ſo if wedoburownour 
| ſelves men) for inthar is implyed a ſubordina-- 
| tion and ſubmiſſion tothar power tharmade 

: | 2s 
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x0 The Arrof Contentment. + \ 
us fo; and ro diſpute his managery of rhe 
World, ro make other diftriburions of it rher 
he has done, 1s to renounce our {ubjectiong,,q 
and fer up for dominion. B:1 thisis yer more pj 
intolerable as we are Chrittians,ir being a ſpein 
cial part ofth2 Evangelical diſcipline, cteers1,,r 
tully ro conform to any condition : to kmow..Qwg 
how to be abaſ:d , aud how to abourd, tob* full. 
ard to be hungry , Ph:1,4. 12. 70 be careful fn; jg, 
rothtng, veri.6. Nay, ſol:ttiedo's Chriſt g ve; gr 
countenance to our peeyish diſcontent » out; 
wanton our-cryezwhen we are not hurt , thatz ye 
he requires more then a contentment,an exuls gf} 
rancy and tranſport of joy,even under the heas} ,,, 
vieſt pretlures, under reprozches and perlecus} , 
tions. Rejoyce ye i that day, ani leap for joy} g.1 
Luk.6.23, And ſure nething can be more con 
trary rothis, rhen.ta be alwayes whining and} q,. 
complaining , crying inthe Prophers phraley}-,,, 
my leanreſs, my leanneſs,,w s me, 121.24 19,} 1: 
-when perhaps Myſes 's timile do*s beter tit) 


'R 


our ſtate, Feſurun waxed fat ard.k:cls {.Deur.! 1. 
"42+ I5. [ 
L be And as this querulous-hnmoris againſt} co 
our intereſt and. dury., fo itis viſibly againlt} ., 
our eaſe, *T isa ficknelsof rhe mind ; apers; 
perual. gnawing. and craving of the apperite, _ 
-without any poſſibility of ſatisfaction : and 1;. 
indced is the fame inthe heart which rhe Cz ,,. 
:47115 appetitus is inthe ſtomachzro which we! ;- 
may aptly enough apply Gs lm 


FeQ.1. Its Comexios with Hippiveſs, nt TY 


Find in the Propher, he'shal ſnatch on the right 

Wand and be hunzry , and he shall eat on the left , 
land net be ſatisfied,Eſa.9.20.W here this sharp, 
rbis trerting humor abounds, nothing converts 
fintv nourishment 2 every new accefſion do's 
?bur excite ſome new delire ; and as tis obſer- 
yed of a trencher-fed dog , that he taſts not 
' one bir for the greedy expectation of the nexr, 
{fo a diſcontented mind is ſo intent upon his 
{ _ » thar he has no relish of his acquelts. 
+So that whar the Propher ſpeaks of the Co- 
 y2tous, is equally applyable roall other forts 
! of Male-contents : be elarges his deſire as bell, 
| arid is as death , and cant be ſatisfied. Hab. 
| 2.5. And ſure if the d-fe accomplicbed be, as 
$lomon (ays, ſweet to the ſoul, Proy. 13.19. 1t 
| muſt be exceedingly bitter » to be rhus con- 
demned ro endleſs unaccomplishable defires : 
and yer rhis is the torture which every rept- 
| ning uncontented ſpirit provides for us ſelf. 

' T4. Whar a madnels 1s it then formento 
| be ſo deſperarely bent againſt rheirintereſt 
| and duty , as to renounce even their eaſe too 
| for company? One wouldrhink this age were 
 fenſnal enough to be ardefiance with the leaft 
Shadow of uncaſfineſs.It is ſo, I am ſure,where 
ir ought not? eyery raing is laborious when 
| tis in compliance with their duty : a few mi- 
' nares ſpent in prayer , 0: what a wearimeſs ts 
#1 Mal. 2. x9. If they chance bur to mils a 
meal, rizey are ready rocry 0.18, their kvees arc 
| }WeRL 


, 
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weak through faſting, Pſalm 109. 23, yer they, ju 
can withour regret, or any (elt-compaſſion,1;Q 
macerate and cruciate themſelyes with anxiggnc 
ous cares and vexartions , and as the Apoſtlaq', 
ſpeaks, 1 Tim.6. 10. Hrs themſelves threegh 611 
with many ſorrows. Thar propoſal theretorg,qq 
which vyas very rashly made by St. Perer ti upo 
our Saviour , Maſtcr pity thy felf , Marth), qy 
16. 22, which we render be 7 far from thee} gar 
would here be an adyiſed motion to the geneſgn 
rality of mankind , who are commonly mad{gg 
unhappy not by any thing withour them, bufrha 
by rhole reſtleſs impariencies that are within yu 


| them. 


f 
15. Ir may therefore be a ſeaſonable office 


. toendeayour the appeaſing theſe ſtorms , by] oz 


recalling them to thoſe ſober rational conſide| gg 
rations which may shew as well the folly, as] yi 
uneaſineſs of this repining unſarisfiable hu yy; 
mour. Tis certain, thar in true reaſoning,we| te 
can find nothing whereon ro found it, bura} ag 
great deal to enforce the contrary, Indeed, tis} py 
to much againſt the diCtare of reaſonable nas 4 
rure ro affect dammage, fin, and rorment, that tþ 
were there nothing, elle ro be faid but wharl} 
have already mentioned , it might compes| g 
rently diſcoyer the great unreaſonableneſs of} þ 
this lin, | 7 

16. Bur we need not confine our appeal to} 5 
reaſon as it 1s only a judge of utility and ad- 'r 
yantage; bur enlarge to another notuon,as it! 4 

| 4 


B-&t.1. Its Connexion with Happineſs. 13 
sjudge of equiry and right : in which reſpect 
allo it gives as cleer and peremprory a ſen- 
ence againſt all jmurmuring andumparience, 
To eyince this I shall infilt upon theſe partt- 
Elllars 1. Thar God is debtor ro no man, 
and therefore whar ever he affords to any, it is 
upon bounty, nor of right, a benevolence,not 
a due. 2- Thar this _—_ isnor {treight or 
narrew , confined to ſonie few particular per- 
ſons , and wholly oyerskipping rhe reſt, bur 
more or leſs umyerſally diffuſed to all. So 
that he who has the leaſt, cannor juſtly ſay 
bur he has been liberally dealt with. 3. C 
if we compare our bleſſings with our allayes, 
our good things with our eyil , we shall tind 
our good far ſurmounting. 4. Thar weshall 
find them yer moreſo, if we compare them 
with rhe good we havedone, ason the cole 
trary we hall find our affictions {Carce dif- 
cernible, if balanced with our fins. 5. Thar 
as Godis the Rector of the uniyerſe , ſoitap- 
ertains to him ro make ſuchallorments, ſuch 
iſtriburions, as may beſt preſerve rhe ſtare of 
the whole, 6. That God notwirhſtandin 
that univerſal care , has alſo a peculiar peck 
en eyery particular Perſon , and diſpoles to. 
him whar he diſcerns beſtfor him in ſpecial. 
7. If we compare our adyerſities, with thoſe 
ofother men, weshall.alwayes find ſomerhi 
thar equals if nor exceeds our own, All theſe 
are Cercain irrefragable rrurhs,and theres nong 
0 


And ſure Chriſtianity teaches us not to bef 
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of them ſingle but may, if well p:eſt upon than y 
mind , charm 1tint2a ca:mn<ts and refignathow 
on ; but when there is ſuch a conſpiration aþuy b 
rguments , it muſt be a very obitinate pethn a* 
yerineſ; that can refift them : or should theubſ, 
fail to enforce a fuli conviction 3 will yet Whhal 
troduce thoſe ſubfidiary proofs, which 1 hawput 
to —_— advan:agioull ;,a5 will, being pttaud 


ailtogether, amouitt unto perfect and uncoufture 
troulable Evidence. | we 
Pao Z- ON ant: 
fro 

SE GT. IE: ma 

Of Gods Ab{o:ute Soyeratemty. - 


I. T HE firſt propoſition;that God is deb 11 
| tor to no man, is too clear and appa| 
rentto require much of ilVnftration : for as hel to 
iS a free agent and may act as he pleaſes, ſo he] to 
is the ſole proprietary , and can wrongfully} i 
detain from none , becauſe all original nght is} dt 
in himſelf, This has been ſo much acknows} b 
ledged by the blindeſt Heathens, that none of} d 
them durſt make inſo!lent addreſſes to their} b 
Gods, challenge any thing of them as of debt,} t 
bur by ſacrifices ard prayers owned their de- 
pendence and wants , and iniplored ſupplics, 


1 oft Aa owl” 


more ſawcy, Ifthoſe Deitics whoowed their 
very being to their yotaries, were yet acknowsj + 
ledzed to be the ipring and ſource of all, vye} | 

can} - 


Fed. II. . Of Gods abſolute Soveraighty. 15 
Fan yvith no pretence deny-/it to that fapreme 
Dower 1n whom we live » and move , and have 
us being, Acts 17. 28. For ii it were meerly 
Þn at of nis choice to giv? 4s a being » all his 
Wubſcquent bounties can haye no other origi- 
Mal then his own good p-calure. Wecouid 
ut no obligation upon God beiore we were : 
ud when we began to be, we were iis crea» 
tures , and fo by the moſt indiſp.itable righr 
we owe our ſeiyes ro him , but can nave ao 
tantecedent title on which ro clame any thing 
from hum : ſo that the Apolt:e mighr = 
make the challenge whici he doth on Gods 

behalf, who hath given any thi-g unto him,an4 
it chall be recompenced une bim again? Rom. 

IL. 25. 

2. Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us not 
to be too bold in our exp2ctations from on: 
to wnomn we can plead no right. Ir has as lit- 
j tle of prudence as of modztty , to prets impu- 
| dently upon the bounty ofa Patron, and do's 
| butgive him remprarion (at leaſt pretence) to 
| deny. Anlifitberhus with men, who poilie 
bly may ſometimes have an intereſt , jones 
times a, vanity, to oblige us ; ir muſt mach 
more be ſorowards God , who cannotbe in 


©  - RE. TIO £ 


want of us, and. therefore need nor buy us s 
our good, as the Plalmilt ſpeaks, extends n2t 19 
kim, Pal. 16. 2. He has a fundamental rigat 
| in thar little weare, vvhich vyill itand good 
| though it shoald neyer be corroborated by 

greater 
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eater benefirs. With what an humble bag 3- 
tulneſs should vve then ſue for any thingelc 
vvho haye no argument ro invite the leaſt aÞ 2 
nation ? being already ſo preingaged , rhft1g 
vve cannot mortgage ſoinuch as our ſel vesÞral 
conſideration of any new fayour : and ſure 
extravagant hopes do yery ill befit peopleÞ'" 
this condition. We lee the model ofa ea 
Mephibosheth , who though he vyas by a [laÞal 
derous accuſarion oured of half the eſtate Da12! 
vid had given him , yet upona reflexion thg0! 
hederived itall from his good pleaſure, diſpg#a! 
ted not the ſentence, bur cheerfully reſigne$? 
the yvholeto the ſame diſpoſure , from which 
hereceivedir, ſaying , yea , let him tale allfW\ 
2 Sam. 19. 3o. A rare example and fir for imig&V 
tation, as being adapted to the preſent caſe}'f! 
not only in thatone circumſtance of his haying 
received all from the King, bur alſo in thatoft 
the attainder ok his blood, which he confeſle 
in the former part'of the yerfe , for all my fa, ® 
thers houſe Were but dead men before my Lord} © 
And alace, may we notſay the very ſame> w ſt 
not our whole race tainred in our firſtParents}} ! 
$o thar if God had not the primary title of vaſs; © 
ſallage , he vvould in our fall have acquired t 
thar of confiſcation and elchear., And canwe; 


think our ſelyes rhen in -terms' ro' ca ay 4 
late and niake our own conditions , 2 exe| 
pect Godshould humour usin all our wild des; | 
mands ? ( 7 


1 This 
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4 3. This is indeed to keep up rhar old re- 
neellion of our Progenitor , tor that confiſte] 
i a diſcontent with thar portion God had 
aligned him , and coyering vyhat he had re- 
sKrained him. Nay , indeed it comes up to 
rabe height of the deyils propoſal, rhe atrem- 
2pring to be as Gol, Genel, 3, 5. Fortis an en- 
Meayour to wrelt the managery our of his 
aands , to ſuperſede his Authoriry of diſpen- 
»ing to us, and tocarye for our ſelyes, This is 
Jo mad an inſolence , thar were it poſſible to 
\oftare a caſe exactly parallel berween man and 
egnan, it would raiſe the indignation of any 
chat but pretended ro Ingenuity. Yer this is, 
//twithour Hyperbole , . the rrue meaning of 
every murmuring repining thought we ett» 
ejtertain. | 
| 4. Bur as bad as its, whois there of us, 
that canin this particular ſay , we have made 
4 #4ur heart clean? Prov. 20. 9, Tis true ,. we 
;} make ſome formal acknowledgment fomes» 
{times that we receive all from Gods gift , cu» 
ſtome reaches us from our infancy after every 
j} meal we eat,to give him thanks (Roe even 
:} that 18 now tho'1ghr roo muchreſpect , and 
4 begins robe diſcarded as untashionabl-. ) 
- Yet ſure he cannor be thoughr to dotharin 
} earneſt , thar has all rhe time of 1is cating 
} been grumbling , that his cable abo:1nd; nor 
. with 1tuch delicacies as his neighbors. And 
| Fer at this rare Gold knows are molt of our 
; EY oe urls fr mr ned” - thankſ= 
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thankſgivings. Indeed we haye not ſomucl} th; 
ordinary ctvilityjro God, as yye haye to men} cec 
The common proverb teaches us, not toocus c 
riouſly ro pry into the blemishes of whats x; 
ven us: bat on Gods gifts we fit as Cens jor 
ors, nicely examine every thing thing whict 1; 
is any way difagreeable ro our fancies , and as j1- 
if we dealt with him under the notion of \.- 
chapmen, diſparageit, as Solomoz ſays,buyery Ge 
uſe ro do , it is ought , it is nouzht , ſaith th. 
buyer , Prov. 20. 14. Nay, we ſeem yer more} ; 
abſurdly ro change the ſcene , and as1f Gol 
were ro make oblations rous , we as criricallyj 
obſerye rhe defeCts ofhis benefaCtions, as the 
Lvitical Priefts were to dp thoſe of rhe ſacri- 
fice, and (like angry Deities) ſcornfully re 
ject, wharever does not petfectly anſwer ou 
wanton apperites, 
F. And now $should Gol rake uns ar ot; 11; 
words, withdraw allrhoſe bleſſings which . ha 


ſo faſtidiouſly deſpiſe, whara condition were 
we in > Tisſure wehaye nothing to plead inf jq 
reyerle of that judgement, Thereis nothing} 1, 
in iragainſt altice : for herakes bur his ownl. 4 
This heintimatesto Iſrael, Ho!.2, g. I will} 
return and take away my cornin the time there b> 
of, and my wine in the ſe xſon thereof, and wil 

recover my wool and my flax : in which he ab} tje 
ſerts hi; own propriety,my corn,my wine,VU6| 141 
& recalls them to the remembrance that they} 1j- 
were bur uſufrucuaries ; and tis gs evident} \y; 


Sea. Il. Of Go®# abſolute Soveraignty, 19 


that our tenure is bat the ſame. Nay,this pro- 
ceedinz would not be repugnant even r101m2T- | 
cy , for even that is not obliged ſtil] ro prottt- 
tareir ſelf ro our contemt.. 1 am ſure ſuch aro« 

 Ierance is beyond all the meaſtrres of humane 

' Ienity. Should any of us offer analms roan | 
indigent wretci , and he when he lees tis Stl- | 

yer» ſhould murmur and exclame that it 1s not 

Gold , would we nor draw back o:r hand, 

and reterve our charity for amore worthy o9- | 

jet 2 Tistrae indeed, Go ls rho'1ghts are nor 

as our thoughts, nor our narro:v bowels equal 

| mea{ures ior the divin? compartions , andwe 

experimenraily find thar his long -{uffering in- 

fimtely excceds ors, yer we know he do's in 
the parable of rhe Lord and the {eryanr, M x. - 

| 13. declarethar he will proportion his m -rcy 

{ by ours inthatinftance ; and we have no pro- 

{ miſe rhar he will not doit 1n this : nay , we 

| have all reaſon ro expe rhar he hold; for 

4 fnce bis wildo.ne proims aim to donothing 

{ invain , andall his booty r015 15 defigned to 

| make us happy, when he lees rhat end utterly 

| fruſtrared by or diicontents, to whar parpole 

| shoald he coarinye that ro us which we will 

{ b>2neyer rhe berrer for ? 

| 6. Befides rhoug h2 be excecdingly pa- 

; 


tient, yer he is not negligentor infenſible , he 

taxes particalar norice, not only with what di- 

livenc2 we employ , bur with what aFeCtions 

* ve releart Eye:y of his bleffings. And as in- 
FN B gratitude! 


20 The Art of Contentment. 
gratitude 1s a vice odious ro men , {o it is ex- 
tIremely p:oyaking to God 2 ſo rhatin this 
ſeuſe allo, rhe words of our Savior are moſt 
Irie, f:om him that hath not (i, e, ) that hath 
not a grateful ſenſe and yalue, hal! b: taken 
away even that be hath. Matth.25.29. B.t we 
may find a rhreatning of rhis kind yer more 
exprels to 1ſrael , becau;e tho ſervedſt nat the 
Lord thy God with gladneſs and with jo 'fuulrz:(s 
of heart for the abundaxce of alithings,the ef .re 
shalt thou ſerve thine enemies , whom the Lord 
Ged will ſe::d among thee: hunger and in thirſt, 
and 11 nikedieſs, and in want of al: things, | 
D-ut.28 $7,48. a ſad and diſmal invertion,yer | 
founded wholly in the want of that cheerful | 
recognition which God expected f: om them. | 
And if 1/rael the lot of his own inheritance, 
thar people whom he had fingled out from all | 
the nations of the world, could thus forteir his } 
favour by unthankfulnels , ſire none of us can 
ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of ir. In a | 
'xyord, as God lovesa cheertul giver, to he allo | 
loves a cheerful receiver. One that complies | 
with his endin beſtowing » by taking a juſt 
complicence in bis gifts. Burthe querulous & | 
unſatisficd,reproach his bounty: acc'1le hum of 
11liberality and narrowneſs of mind S2thar he 
ſeems even in his honour engaged to bring} 
them toa righrerapprehenſion of him, and by} 
a depriyarion, teach them rhe value of thoſe 
200d things , which they could not Jearn by 
the enjoyment, 7. I 
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7. If rherefore ingenuity and grarirude 
cannor, yet ar leaft let prudence and lelf-love 
enzage us againſt this ſin of Mu-mu:s 'g, 
which we ſee do*; abundamily juſtifie the 
Character the Wile man gives When he rclfs« 
us ': 51mprofitzble, Wil.1.11, he might have 
ſaid permcioas alſo, for fo ir evidently is inirs 
effects. L2r us thenarm our ſelyes azainſt it- 
and ro that purpoſe impreſs deeply upon ear 
minds the preſent conſideration , that God 


OWeS US 


nothing and thar whareyer we re- 


ceiye ts an alms, and nota tribute. Diogenes 
b2ing asked what wine drank the mott plea- 
fant ; anſwered , that which is drunk at aio-. 
thers colt, And rhis circumſtance we cannc- 
yer miſs of ro recomm2nd 6ur good rhings to 
us: for be they lirtle or muca, rhey come 


' gratis, When therefore in a pertish mood 


we tind our ſelyes apt rs charge God foolish- 


! ly, and rothinx him (trair-aande.lro:wards ts, 
| Izr us 1magin2 we hear Gold expottuiaring 
| with us, as the howholder in the parable, 


Frieni 1 do thee no wr01g © 5 4 not lawt!for 
me 70 10 whit I wilwith mie own Muit.20 15. 
It God naye no: tae right of diſpoting, let us 
find our rho that have, and lee hoy much 
berrer we shall {peed : bur it he hath , Jer us 
take heed of diſputing with him. We thar {ub- 
fit m2erly by hi; fayo.r , had need court and 


Cherish ir 


by all the arts of humivle o>feryance. 


cf Every man is ready AY how il! beggary 


«as al 1 
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and pride do agree. The firſt qualificarionw ef 1 
cannor pur off 3 O ler us nor provide it of the f- | 
other fo inconvenient , fo odio'1s an adjunct, } « 
is 

l 


Ler us leave off preſcribing ro God (which no : 


ingenuous man would doto an earthly bene- 
tactor) and ler us berake our {elves to a more 
holy and ſucceſsful policy, the acknowledge- | : 
ment of paſt mercies , and our own unworthi- | s 
ne's. This was Facob; merhod, I am #2 wor- | 
zky of ihe lea$t of all be mrraes , and of all 5:12 | 
truth which thou baft ch:W-d unt 3 thy ſervant : 
for with.my ſtaff I paſſed over thy Fordan , and | 
now I am become 1Wwo bands , ant with this | 
humble preface he introduces his peririon for | 
reſcue in his preſent diſtreſs, Deliver me I pray | 
thee fromthe hand ef my brother, &c. Gen. 32. | 
IO, I1. An excellent patern of Divine Rite- |} 
torick,which rhe ſucceſs demonſtrates to hay: | 
been very prevalent. And wecannot tran'cribe 

a berter Copy, to render oar delires as ſucceſs» z 


full. Indeed , weare ſo interly deftiture of all 
arguments from our ſelves, that we can make | 
10 reaſonable torm dfad.irefs, if we found ir | 
notin ſomthing of God : and there 18 nothing 
even in him adapr-d ro our purpoſ.:, bir his 
mercy » nor can thar be {o adyantazeoully u 


.< 
edby any rhing,, as by rae former inſtances 1 
= g1yen of ir (elf, for as Godonly 1s br to be 

2 precedent to himſ-lf, ſo he-loyes ro be lo, 
Thus we find, not only M. ſes, but God often} - 
recollecing lis miraculous fayours rowards| 


Iſrael, 
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Ifrae?,as an argument ro do more: ler us there” 
*- torcaccolt him in his own way, and by a tre” - 
| quent and grarcful recounting of his former 
: mercies, engage him to turure. Ner need we 

bear aloſs tor matrer of ſuch recollection , 1T 

we will but {:riouily conticer what we tav-: 
| alreadyreceived, which is tae Libyect of £iy2 
| . next Section, 
: 
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SECT; E432, 
| Of God. [ilimited Louny., 


Fi I T is the known charatter of an nnmvyor- 
| thy narure , to write mjuries1n Marble, 
and benefirs in duft : and hoyyeyer ſome (as 
Seneca well obleryes) may acquit themſelyes- 
of this impurarion as to man, yertſcarce any do 
ſo in relation ro God. T is true indeed , rhe 
| Cchargc mult be alittle yariedztor God neither 
will nor can do us injury : yet we receive att} 
thing riat 1sadyerſe with ſuch arefenument as 
: 1fir were, andengraye thart in our memo. ies 
with indelible characters,whulſt his great and ' 
real benefits are either nor at all obſeryed , or 
- with fo tranſient an adyerrence, that the com- 
© parifpn of duſt is beyond our pitch , and we 
may more properly be ſaid ro write them in 
warer. Nay , lo farare we |rom keeping re- 
. . cords and regiſters of his favours , rhat eyen. 
thole ſtanding and fixt ones which ſenſe can 
B 3 prompyr 
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p1ompt Us ro (without the aid of our memo- 
ries) cannor obtain our notice. 

2. Wereit notthus, it were impoſſible for 
men 10 be {operpetuallyin the complaining | 
Key , as ifrtherr yoyces were capable of no 0- | 
rher ſound. One wants this,and another that; 
and athird ſomerhing beyond them both,and ; 
{bon ad 1nfimitum 5 when all this while every-! 
on2 cf rhem enjoyes a mvylritude of good | 
things wi-houtany remark,”Thar yery breath * 
whcrewith they utter their complaints , is a | 
bleting and a fundamental one roo: for if God ! 
$hould withdraw that , they were incapable! 
of wharloever elſe they. either bave , or de- | 
fire. ?T15 rrue that ſome micns impartiencies | 

haveriſenſohigh , as to caſt away life , be- ! 


F 


: 

$ 
. 
[ 


= —cautei wasnot cloarhed with all circumſtane | 


ces they wishr. Yet theſe are rare inſtances, 

- and doonly shew ſuch mens depraved judge- | 
ment of things. A rich Jewel is nottheleſs | 
valuable, becauſe a mad man in his raving fit | 
Aingsirimo the fire : bur asrothe generality | 
of men, the Devil (though a lyar) gave a true | 
a-countofrther ſenſe, when he ſaid , Skin for | 


s;in, an1 all that a m :n bath will be give for b's | 


fe. Job 2. 4 Andrthouagh perhapsin an an- | 

ery firmany men have with Jezas,chap.4.3. | 

4wght-todye, yer ten to one Should death then } 

come, they would beas willing to diverr it, as | 

was the man inthe Apologne , who wearied | 

with his burden of ſticks , flung it down _ 
; C 
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.more defire life , then beiore they abnor'd 1t. 
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called for death, bur when he came, owned no 
other occaſion for him , but to be helpt up a- 
gain with his bundle. - 1 dare in thisappeal 
to the experience of thoſe, who have ſeemed 
very weary of lite, whether when any fuddat:1 
danger has ſurpriſed them , it has nor as ſud- 
dainly altered their mind , and made them 


*T is the common ſaying , As long as there 13 
hte there is hope: there 1s ſo as to-kecular con- 
cerns, for what ſtrange reyolutions do we vt- 
ten ſee in the age of a man 2 from what de- 
ſpicable beginnings haye many arrived to the 
mott ſplendid conditions ? of which we haye 
divers modern as well as ancient inftances. 
And indeed *ris admirable to ſee whax time 
and induſtry will (with Gods bleſſing) effect. 
But there is no work nor device , nor knowledge, 

nos Wiſdom in the grave, Eccl.9.10, we canim- 
prove nomore when weare once trauſplante4 
thither. 

' 3. Bit this is yet much more conlideravle 
in reſpect of our ſpiritual ſtate. Our life is che 
day wherein we are to wotk, Joh.9.4. (yea,to 
work out our ſalvation ; ) but 1wher the nignt 

comes (when death overtakes )no man c4 work. 

Now alace,when *: is conſidered how much of 
this day the moſt of us haxe loiter'd away,how 
many ofus have ſtood idle till the fixt or ninth 
hour, it will be our concern nor to haye our 
day cloſe before the eleventh. Nay, alace, *tis 
yet worſe with us:we have uotonly beenulles 


26 S 
but very often il] buficd ; forhat we havea} þ, 
great ms of our time to unravel , and that is; p 
got ro be done 11 a romenr. For though our! \ 
| works may fitly enough be repreſented by the} x 
IS Prophets, compariſon of a ſpiders web , lai. g 
59.5. yet they want thebelt property even} 
ot that ; they cannot be fo loon undone, Vices: x 
that are radicated by time andcuſtome , lie! | 
' too Geep tobe lightly ſwepr away. Tis no} 1 
ealy thing to perſwade our {elves tothe will | 1 
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' of parting with rhem. Many yiolences we * 

' mult offer to our teiyes,a long and ſtrift courſe | 
of mortit cation muſt be gone through, ere we | | 
can find in our hearts to bid them be gone; | | 
and yet when we do fo, they are nor ſotr:Ata- | | 
ble as rhe Centurions {cryants. They willin- = 
decd come wheneyet we bid them, bur they | 
will ſcarce go fo: they muſt be expelled by | 
force and by flow-degrees ; we muſt fight for | 
every inch ofground we gain from them : ani | 

as God would not affitt the Iſraelites ro ſubs | 

due the Cargaantes at once, Deur.7.22. fo net ' 

*ther orvinarily do's he us ro maſter perfeUly | 

FF our corruption. Nox a proceſs of this dith- 

'culty 15 not to be diſparchr on a ludden. An1 | 
er this 15 not all our rask, for we haye not on- 

Þ y ill habirs to extirpare , but we have alſo 
|S goodones toacqure : ris nota mere negative | 

TJ vertve will ferve our turns, nor will empry 
i} lamps enter us into the marriaye chamber, 

| Matth.25.10, He muſt ad. to our faith yertue, 
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and to vertue knowledge, and to knowledge tem- 


perance, Cc. 2 Petr, 1.5. No link mult be 


wanting of that ſacred chain, bur we mult (as: 
the ſawie Apoſtle adyiles) be koly i all mamrer 
of cover{ation, 1 Pet. 1.15. 

4. And now I would defire the Reader ſe-- 
noully to conſider, whether he can upon poo 
grounds tell himſelt that rhis fo diihculr (and 
yet ſo necellary) awork is effeCtually wroghr 
i him, Ititbe, heisa happy man , and can: 


” with no prerence complam of any external. 


want: ( herhbartis fed with Manna, mult be 

ſtrangely perverſe if hemurmure for a-belly- 
tull of lecks and oniong., Num..11..5, ) Bur on 

the contrary, heowes infinite rhanks-ro God,. 
that has ſpared himtime for this important 

butineſs , and did not putatperiod to his natu- 
ral life, betore he had beguna ſpiritual. For L 
fear there are among the beſt of us,. few of (0: 
entire an innocence z. but they may remember 

ſome , either habits or acts of fin ,. in whichit 

would have been dreadful for them to haye: 
been ſnatcht away. And then. how compre+ 
henfive » how prolifick a-mercy has life been. 
to them ,. when. it has pe: erernuty 11 1ts: 
womb , and their continuance on-earth has. 
qualified them for heaven 2 Neirher are ſuch: 
per:ons only to look on iras a blefſingin the 
retroſpect,. as-it relates ro rhe paſt, but alſo in 


the preſent and future $ which if they con» 


Wuetoenploy wall , T0L only A 
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b:1r adyance their reward. Belides, God may 
plea'e by themto glorifie himſelf,make them | 
1nftrum2ntal ro his ſervice 3 which as ir is the! 
greateſt honor, ſoit is alſothe greateſt ſatisfa-] 
ction to a good heart. He shews himlfelf too; 
rmcrcenary that folongs for his reward , as to 
grow impatient of his attendances : he that: 
loves God, thinks himfelf bleſt in the oppor- 
tiniry of doing work , as well as in-receiving! 
wages. Thus we ſee how life is under all theſe 
aſp2&s a mercy ta piousman , and ſuch as? 
not only obciges him ro_contentment > but} 
nnePoe! | 
5. Bit fuppofing a man cannot give thisy 
com*ortabl: account of his life ; bur is conlci- 
0:13 that he has ſpent ito a yery different pur-' 
pole,yur do's not char at all lefſen his obligari- 
on3zro Gol, who meant he should have em- 
p!oycd it better,and thar he has nor done ſo,is 
moerly his own fault. Nay, indeed the worſe | 
his ſtate 18,the greater mercy it is,thatGod has 
not yer made ir irreverhble,thar he has nor cut 
mim of at once from the earth and the poilt- 


bility of heaven roo, bur affords him yeralon-, 


ger day, if jet he will hear bis voyce, Plal.95. 
'This lon2-ſuffering is one of the molt rran- 


: 


ſcendent acts of divine 2oodnefs,and therefore 
the Apoſtle rightly {files ir the riches of bis 


gocdne,s and long-ſuffering and forbeararce, 
Rom.2.4. 8 lo at laſt we commonly acxnow- 
ledge ir, when we hays worn it gur,and can ro 


L longerſ 


4 
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longer receive adyanrtage by ir. Whar a value 
do*; a gaſping deſpairing foul pur upon a ſmal 
zarcel of rhar time, which before he knew nor. + 
Low faſt enough to ſquander > Oh, that mers 
would ſer the lame eſtimare on. it before , and 
thencertainly , as it would nnake them berrer 
husbands of n, fo it would allo renderthem: 
more thankful for ir, Accounting t!.at the lovg- 


ſufferin; of cur Lor 4 is ſalvation, 2 Per.3.145- 


6. Indeed did men bur rightly compure the 
benefir ot life upon this ſcore , all ſecular en-- 
cunbrances and unealincefſes of x would be: 
overwhelmed , and ſtand only as Cyphers in, 
the account. Whar a shame 1s1t then that we 
Should iperd our breath in ſighs & out-cryes?: 
which 1f we wo.tld. employ to thoſe nobler 
ends for which *t was given, would ſuperſede: 
our complaints , and make us confeſs.we were 
well dealt with, that ow- /ift (though bare and 
{tripr ot all outward accet{arics } 7s given 1s for” 
a prey, [er.45.5. And indeedhe that has yet the 
great work of lite to:do;can yery 1ll. ſpare time 
or {orrow ro- beſtow upon the regretring any 
temporal diſtre{s,lince his whole ſtock OG 
enough to bewail and repair his.neglects of his 
eternal concerns. Were all our lives therefore 
deſticure of all ourward comfort; nay » were 
they nothing but a ſcene of perpetual diſa-- 
lters, yer this one adyantage of life would in-- 
finitely outweigh then all-, and render ous: 
wurmyrings yery inexcuſable, 

B 6 7 Bus 
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s 30 "The Art of Conrentmenr. 
S 7. Bx Godhasnotput this torhe urmoſt | c: 
_— never placed any man in ſuch a ſtate | a 
of unmixt calamity , bur rhar he {till affords | NM 
many and great allayes © he finds it fit ſo:rie- | 
times todeftalk ſome of our outward comtorr, | h 
and perhaps mbitrer others , but he never? © 
takes all away. This mult be acknowledged, } $ 
if we dobur conſider how many rhmmgs there | 
are in which the whole race of mankind do 
in common partake. The for Elements, fire ? 
and water , air ani} earth , donor more make i 
up eye:y mans compoirion , then they ſupp! 
h:s hor þ the rar ho{t of heaven, *_ 4 
Moon and Stars, Moſes will tell ns, are by God 
&iided to all nations under the Whole Heaven, 
De ir. 4. 19. Thoſe replendent bodies, equal- | 
ly afford their light and influence roall. The | 
Sun: $hines asbrizht on the poor Cortage , as 
one the moſtmagnificenr Palacezand the Stat 
haye their benign Aſpects , as well for him, F 
thar is behind the Mill, as for him that fit eth on 
. tbe Throne, Exod. 1. 5. Propriety (thar great 
incendiary below). breeds no contuſion in | 
thoſe celeitial Orbs , bur they are every mans | 
rreaſure,yerno:mans peculiar(as if rhey meant | 
rorteach us, rhatour love of appropriation de{= 
cends not from. above, Jam.3.15,. is no-heaye 
Iy quality.) HAI 
8. And as they make nodiftinction of the 
ranks:and degrees of men, fſo:neither do rhey 
of their yertues. Our Sayiour tells us » Gn 
: | . - EIT Came} . 
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caules his Stun to riſe onthe 2001 and on the evil, 
and ſenlcth rain on the juſt andon the unjuſt , 
Marth. 5. 45. I now we deſcend lower to 
the lublunary creatures,they equally pay ther 
homage ro man do not di{aain the commion 
| of the poor, & {ubmir to rhar of the rich , but 
chew jus rhat their inſtin2t extends to the 
whole nature. An horle draws rhe poor mans 
plough, as tamely as the Princes charior , and 
* the beggars hungry cur follows him with as 
{ much obſequiouſneſs and afteCtion as the 
pampered lap-dogs of rhe niceſt Ladies. The 
Sheep obey a peor mercenary Shepherdas well 
as they did the Daughters of the wealthy Law 
ban, Gen. 29.9.. or of Fethro a Prince, Exod. 
2. 16, and as willingly yield their fleece to- 
clothe Lazarus , astomake purple for Dives, 
And as animals , ſo vegerablesare as commy- 
nicative of their qualities roone man as ano-: 
ther, The jcorn nurishes , the truairs refresh,. 
the flowers delighr, the ſimpiescure the poor 
| -manaswellasrherich. 
| 9. Bur I forefee it will be objected , that. 
theſe natural-priyiledges are infignificant, be- | 
{ * cauſe they are eyacuared: by politive 
laws which bound propiery » and thar there-- 
fore thongh one man could.uſe the crearuresas | 
well as.anorher ,. yer eyery man has:them nor. ? 
to uſe. I anſwer ,thar for ſome ofrhe things. _ 
' I have mentioned, they are ftill in:thair naniye: 
Lo ada an 7 . | 
UAE _—— K. 
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The molt rayenoiis oppreflor could never yet 
lock up the Sun in his cheſt : hethat lays houſe 
70 bouje , and land to land till there be no pl--ce, 
Eiat 5.3. cannot incloſe the common air : and 
tie hike may be ſ(aidof divers of the reſt, f6 


that there are ſome (and thoſe nomean) blel-/ 


{ings, which continue ſtill che indefeifible right | gl 
-S 


of mankind in general. 

10. As for thofe other things which are 
lyable ro the reſtriCtive terms of meum and 
zen , 'c 18 not tobe denyed bur there is vaſt 
difference 1n the diſpenting them 5 as great as 
Nathans parable deſcribes, waen: he [peaks of 
the numerous Flocks of the rich man, and the 


ſingle ewe lamb cf the por ,2 Sam. 12.2.yer there | 
is (carce any ſo deplorably indigent, bur that by | 


one means or other , he has or may haye the 


necellary ſupports of life, Perhaps they fall 
not into his lap by birth-righr &-inheritance,, | 


= 
tl 


v 
f 


| { 


: 
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yet they are acquirable by labor and induttr -, | 


which1s perhaps the better tenure. T hey can- 


nor it may be arrive to Sodoms fulneſs of bread: 
yer if they haye nor her abundance of Idlereſs,. | 


Ezek.. 16. 49. they commonly necd not want 
that, which was the height of Agurs wish, 


. Food convenient, Prov. 20.8. *T is true indeed, 


3f they will fold rheir hands in their bo'ome, 
1E with Solomons ſluggard , they will not plough 
by reaſon oj the cold , they mult rake his fate1n 
Ge ſummer , as they haye his eaſe in the win- 
ter , they may 603 jnbarveſt and hays vor ths 
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Prov. 10. 4. but then *cis viſible they are the 
Autho: s of their own neceſſities, And indeed 
tomen cf fuch lazy careleſs natures, 'tis hard 
tolay, what degree of Gods bounty can keep 
them from want, ſince we often ſethe faireſt 


| fortunes diflipared as well by the ſupine ne- 
| gligence , as the riccous prodigality of the 
* owners: And therefore it men will be idle, 


they arenor to accule God , burthemſelyes it 
they be indigent. 

11. Bur rhen there is one caſe wherein men 
ſeem more m2vitably expoſed , and thar is 
when by age , ficknels, or decrepineſs, they 


| are diſabled from work ; or when their famt- 


ly is too numerous for their work to main= 
tain, Andthis indeed ſeems the moſt foriorn 
ſtare of poyerty : Fer God has provided for 
them alſo , by aſſigning ſuch per'ons tothe 
care ofthe rich ; nay, he has putanexrraordi- 
nary mark of fayour on them, giren themthe 
honor of being his proxies & repreſentarives,. 
made them letters of Attorny ( as it were) ro 
demand relief in his name » and upon his ac- 
count. And though ris too :true,thar eyen that 
Aurhoriry will not prevail with many of the 
rich ro open their purſes, yer evenin this Age 
of frozen charity, there are ſtill ſome who re- 
member upon what terms they received their 
wealth, % employ it accordingly. And rhough 
zhe number of them is not {o-grear as were 
io be wisht , yer. there ate inall parts _ 
- Cake 
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{catrercd here and there like Cities of refuge mf 
the Land , Deur. 19, 2. to which rhe.e poor 
diftreſſed creatures may flee for ſuccour. And 
I rhink Ll way lay, that berween the le zal pro- 
viſions that are made 111 this caſe and yolunta- 


-1y contriburions, there are not very many that | ha\ 


want the things thatare ot ab: oluce necetlity; 
and we know St. Paul comprizes thole ina 
{mall compals, food ard raiment, and propo'es 
them as {ufficient materials of Content. 17 im, 
6. 8.. 1 ſay not this tro contract any mans bo- 
wels, or leflen. his compaſſions.ro-ſuch poor | 
wrerches. For how muci loever they lend, [ 
wish as Foabdid in anothercaſe ro Daril,the 
Lord increaſe it a bundred fold, 2 Sam. 24.3. | 


only urge it as an evidence of the aflertion I | 


am to proye , thatno man is ſopretermitred 
by God or his diſpoſal of remporals ,. burthat 


even he that ſeems the moſt abandoned has a [ fri 


Share in his providenee- . andconlequently 
Eannot juſtly murmur , ſince eycn rhis ſtate 


which 15 the higheſt inſtance of humaueindis | of 


_ gence, is nor withourirs reccirs from God, 


I2, Bur the number in this form are but | 
. few , compared to rhoſe ina higher : tor bes | 


rween this and the higheſt affluence , how 
. many intermedial degrees. are there, in which 
- wen partake not onely of rhe neceflaries , bur . 
' comforts of life ;. that have not only food and 
rajment»burtheir diſtinction of holy-day and 
working-day, fare and apparel 2 He rs Js 
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bur one ſtep advanced from beggary has to 
muci2 , . he that has got to a lecond has more 
then 1s necellary ; and {0 every degreeriiesmn 
plenty 11]] it coines to vanity and excels. And 
excn there t00 thereare gradual ritings , lome 
| baying ſomuch te wel tor luxury » that they 
are at aS great alols for invention, as Others 
can be tor materials , and complain that there 
are no farther riots leic tor then to ctlay, 
How many are there wio have lo clord ain 
| gluttedd their {gnles, thartRey want ſoing other 
mers tor plealure , and with the 11ch mas ti 
the Go'pel , are 3n diltrels where io bettow 
their abundance 2 | 
13. And ſure luch as theſe cannot deny that 
. they have recelycd good things» yet generaily 
there are none le({s contented ; which is a clear 
demonſtration, that our repinjngs proceed not 


[ from any defect of bounty in God , bur from 


the maliynant remper of our own bearrs. Art 


| as it 1s an eatierthing to ſarisfie rhe cravings 


ofan hungry , then ro cure rhe nau'eous recur 
lings of a ſurfeited ftomach : ſo certainly rhe 
| diſcontents of rhe poor , are much cafier al- 


| layed then thoſe of therich : rhe indigence of 


the one has contracted his detites , and has 


| taught him not ro look farther then alinle be» 


\ yond bare neceflaries , ſo that a moderate 


Alms farisfies, and a liberal tranſports him; 


| bir he who by a perpetual repierion has his 
q deſires {tretchr and exrended, is capable of no 


1UC1 
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loch farisfi&tion: when his enjoyment: fon} thi 
ſtall all partic-Jlar purſuits , and he knows mf ful 
upon what1o faſten his next wish 5 yet em] Shi 
then he has ſome confuſed unformed apperi} en 
and thinks him{elfmiſerable, becauſe he af fer 
not tell what would make him more hapyy 1s! 
And yer rhis is tFat envied {tate which me an 
with !omuch preedinels afpire to : every my art 
looks on 1t as the rop of telicity ro have ng tri 
thing more to wisb inthe World. Andy N. 
alacezeven that when attained, would be tha arc 
torment. Let men never think then thar Cay 1n 
tentment 1s to be caught by long and forrcigy ſo 
chaſes; he is likelieſt ro find it who firs Dt 
rome , and duly contemplates thoſe bleſſing len 
w hich God has bronght within his reach , « fr 
which every man has a fair proportion , ity Pr 
will adye:r to it. by 

14. For beſides theſe external acceſſion| Gi 
(of which the meaneſt have ſome , the middy ph 
ſort a great deal,and the uppermoſt rather rw an 
much ) wan is a principality within himdl dic 
and has in his compolure ſo many excellen} C0: 
impreſſes of his Makers power and goodnely ſel 
that he need nor ask hn of any exrerid ag 
thing to be happy, if he know but ms hou| fur 
ro value himſelf, The very meanelſt parralf gu 


him , his body is a piece of admirable work re: 
manship, of a moſt incomprehenſible core hi 
vance, as the Pſalmitt ſayes, he is fearfully ani} ph 
wonderfully made ; and *c 1s — ay 

; | 
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\ think of what a ſymmetry of parts this beauri- 
full fabric 1s made up. Nor are they only for 
| shew, but uſe : every member , cyery limbis 
endowed witha particular faculty ro render ir 
ſerviceable ro the whole ; and ſo admirable 
is the contexture of veins and arre11es , finues 
and muſcles, nerves and tendons, that none 
ace ſuperfiuous , but ſome way or other con- 
tribute ro vegetation , ſenſe , or motion, 
Nay , the molt noble and mott uſeful parts 
are all of them double , nor onely as a referye 
4 in caſe of miſadventure of one part ; but al- 
{ſo as an inſtance of the bounty of the 
| Donor. Audindeed , it is obſeryable of Ga- 
q len in his writings , that after he hadtaken 
| great care to exemr himſelf and all of his 
Profeſſion from taking notice of the _ 
by ſa;ing thar to diicourſe concerning rt 
q Gods, was the rask of ſpeculative Plulolo- 
{ phers ; yer connng to write de uſt partium, 
g and conſidering the frame of hnnane bo- 
il dies, and rherem difcoyering the wonderful 
n} contrivance of eyery part 1n reference to1ts 
ſelf, and alſo ro the vyhole z their ſt:engrh, 
x agility , and various moyemment , infinitely 
v| ſurpaſſing the powers of all Mechanic en- 
if gines ; he ſeems to haye had the fare we 
#{ read of Saw in holy Scripture , and againſt 
»| his genius and purpoſe to becoine a Pro- 
y] phet ; breaking frequently out inro Hymns 
: and ſacred raprures; ſaying, theſe Mylteries 
| arc 
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are more clivine then the Samorirac:anthwi 
Eleujizian; and confeil;ng they both itndgred 
require and infnitly excel! tne Jow returns d, 
humairx praite. Bur beyond the tabrick of payer 
as Organic , What anextract of vw onders 
our ſenles ,rthote five operations of the Lerd a1 
the lon of Sz ach rightly (and by wv ay of ex 
nence) ſhes rhem, tcclel, 17. 5. By thetew 
draw all outward objects to our lelyes. Wh 
vere the beauties of rhe umverie to us , ity 
Ead rot fight to behold them, ot the moſtmyge: 
lodious ſounds , it we kad nct heanng ? al 
fo of the relt. And yet thele are not onlyg 


-neraly gtyen,but al{o preterved to the greathci 


-part of men : and perhaps would be to ma 
did not our baſe underyaluing ot commaſnc 
mercies, force God ſometimes ro inſt; uctmuu 
in their worth, by making us feel what it is: 
want them, 

15. Multitude of refreshments alſo Gal 
has provided for our bodics, particularly ti 
of ſleep, of which he has been fo conſiders 
as in his diſtributions of time , ro make aur 
lemn allo:ment for it : yet whoalmoſt whaſbar 
he lies down conſiders the mercy , or whetſhe 
he riſesrefreshr, riſes thankful at'o » Butſſthi 
Our reſt arany tune be interruprcd by the canſſme 
'of our mind, or pains of ourbodies, theajalo 
(and nottill then) we conlider , that tis Gnlef 
who gives bis beloved ſleep , Plalm 127. 2. MT 
think it a blefling worth our etteem. ThusRfur 

f 
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$with healrh, ſ(trengia, and every taing elſe, 
redeſpitett whilit we have it, md impatient» 
y deare it whilit we hay21t not 3 but in ae 
reri.n Care We cannot co npian , Taat iodg 
4is hortme)d rowards 1s , when in the or- 
fury courle of his providence we commonly 
j07 thele m2rctes imany years, Wiuca we 
ind ſo m 1ch mils of, if they bz witadrawn 
ur for a few hours. And indeed chere 1s nor 
greazer inftance of hv1mane prayliry Caen Our 
F-alz)2s conrempt of bletlings , meerly bes, 
uke they are cutto.nary ;3 which in true rea- 
is an argameat way we Should prize 
Sdn tne more. When we deal wita men, 
re diſcern it well eno 12h : hethat gives me. 
wonce a I:11ndred pounds., I account not 16: 
Fauch my benefactor , as if he made it my an-, 
tual rev2nu2 : yer Gol nmaſtlole his thanks, 
j miltiplying his favors ; and his benears 
Werow more invitble by th21r being alwayes 
fore us. 
W 16. Birrh2boay ( with its eqjoyment ) 1s: 
ur the lowelt inſtance of Gols bo: : tis 
Fbur a decenc caſe for thu ineſtinable Jew:l. 
he has par in.ir : the ſoul, likern?2 Ark, is ths 
Mtiing for whichthis whol 2tab-raacle was fras. 
ed, andrhar is a {park of Divinity in which 
Sane it is that Go accomplish2d his deſign: 
of makin; m un in bi owt imze, Genel, 1. 26. 
WT wold b: roo lon; to attemptanexat 
. uryey of its particular excellencies,; the meer 
T7 Iſhs 
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intelleQual powers wherewith ir is indued, nd 
have exerciſed the curiofity and raiſed the a ay 
mirarion of the great contemplarors of natarÞ*” 
in all ages; yer afterall, of fo ſubrle compe 
ſure is the loul , thar it isinſcrutable even toi 
{elf : and rho-1gh the ſimpleſt man knows 
has rhe faculties of Imagination, Apprehen 
on, Memory, Refi:Cting ; yet the learned car 
nor aftign wh2zre they are ſeared , or by wht 
means they operate, *T is enoigh ro ust 
we haye them , anJ many excellentules fuk | 
them; on? whereof ( and a moſt neceſſary.” 
one ) is athan{iful reflexton on rhe noone 1 
of God wno gave them, He nugar hat | 
made us in the yery loweſt form of creature ) 
iaſenfible as ſtocks or ſtones ; or if he had ad. 
yanced us a ſtep h:gher, he mighr have fixrus 
among mer animals , tranſcripts perhaps 
the nox1011s , at the be!t of theramer lorrof, 
beaſts : bur he has placed us in the h'ghellf 
rank of viſible creatures, and nor onely give, 
Doinmion over the works of bis hands , Platmby... 
8. 6. bur has given-us the uſe of reaſon where 
with ro manage thar ſoveraignty , withoup, 1, 
which we had only beenthe more mattertul;, 
| ſort of br utes. 2 
17. Yer ſtill the ſol is to be confideredinth;,) 
higher notion, thar of its immorrality and &þ., 
paciry of endleſs bleſs, And here udecdit, 
ownlts extraction, and 1s an image of rhe firlk., 
being , whole teliciry is coexiftent wich hinf * 
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elf. This as it is the moſt trantcendant ace 
omplishment of our nature , fo itis molt uni- 
rerſal. W hateyer diſparity there may be be- | 
tween manand manin oth-r r:{pects, yetin 
Þþis all are equal ; rh2 poor begger ar the gate 
Has a ſoul as capacious of ereraal happinels,as 
hewholſe crmbs he begs for (nay, {oinertimes 
ter prepared for it , as tat parable shews, 
Luk, 16.21.) And though the dignities of earth |: 
kre the prize of the rich and noble, the ſubtle 
nd deſfigniogzyer heaven is as calily mounted 
From the dung-hill as the rhrone, & an honeſt 
;þopl:c:ry will fooner bring us thither,then all 
The Machiavelian palicy. Nay, God has nor 
ily deligned us tofo boview an end,bur has 


}Poneall 09 his part ro ſecure us of it, {ent his 
Pon to lead usthe way , his fpirit roquucken 


Ws inir. We need notdiſpute how uniyer- 
FA rhis is, *cis (ure ir concerns all ro whom I 
pm now peaking, thoſe thatare within the 
"tle of the Church: and ifir should prove 
"Fontined ouly to them , rhe more peculiar is 
"Picir 0vligation,thar arethus fing!ed ont from 
erzitot ch: World, and the greater o1ght 
be their than'fulneſs. The heathen Philo- 
Jopher made it matre: of his folemn acknows- 
edzment to fortune, thar he was bo:n a Gre» 
lan,and not a ba;barian: and furethe advanta- 

y pes of Our Chriftianity are of a mach higher 
-qpaein, and 0.1ght 10 b2 infiitly mo. e celebra- 
"©:d,The 4 pottle we findofre applauding rhis 
glorious 
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glorious priviiedo. , 2: that which makes 
fel qww-Citizens with tize $Sain”s , a7. of rbe boul 
toid of Tod , i 
us to a higher | 
4. 5. noroaly Sons, but Heirs alſs of 50d,q 
Joynt Heirs with Ch.iſt, Rom.8.17. And wha 
ambirion is the:e ſo greedy which rhis wi 
* nor fatisfie > yerthis is o'r common ſtare, 
birri-richr of, 


Our ritle. | 
18. And now me thinks every manmiyt 

rerrogare himſelf inthe ſam2form , wherer 
Jon.adab Aid Amnn,2 Sam. 13. 4. VYhy's 
thou , being the K1nzs ſoz, thus lean from dayt 
day > Why should a Perſon who is adopre; 
by the King of kings,thys Languish and pine 
Waar 1s there below rhe S$4n worrhy his nd 
tice , much leſs his defires , that harh a Kins 
dom above it > Certainly , did we bur knz: 
how to eſtimate our ſely:s upon this accout 
"© were impoiible for us wirh ſuch ſordid cor 


dz\centions rocourtevery petty worldly int 


reſt, and foimparient'y vex our ſelves whe 
ve cannot attainir. Alace, how unwotrhil 
do we bear the name of C:1riſti ins, when thi 
- waich carried rhe Fore-farhers of our Fat! 
rhrough the moſt ery tryal;, cannot ſupp 
us under the diſappointment of any. extrait 
gant defire > They had ſuch rope 70 rhe'n 
compence of thereward, Hebr. rt .26. wY ac 

the! 


' 


naighs tg nay, wh chelevate} 
are , the adop i972 of ſons , Gil 


| o'r regeneration, 1t we do nd. 
degrad2 our ſelyes , and with Eau baſely 
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| them cheerfully expoletheir Fame roi2nomi- 
ny, their Goods to rapine, their Bovies to the | 
moſt exquiſite tortures , atid their Livesto | 
 dearh. Yet the ſame hopes cannot. work us rs | 
any tolerable degree of patietice » whth we | 
| fufer but rhe ſmalleſt diminition m any of 
| theſe. What shall we lay > Is Heayen grown 
| leſs yaluable of Earth more then it wavthens 
No ſurely, but weate more infatuatedinour 
| eſtimates: we have ſo long abetted the rival- 
ry of the hand-maid , that the Miſtreſs, like - 
] Sarah , appears deſpicable. Like Fonah-we- | 
| fit down lullen ”_ the withering of a: 
4 gourd, neyer conſidering that God hasp: oyi-- 
1 ded us a better shelrer, @ building of Gol eter- 
{ nalin the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5.1. Indoedthere 
4 can be no temporal deſtirution ſogrear, which 
4 fuch an expeCtarion cannot make {upporras, . } 
; ble, Werevin Fobs condition fitting upon wee i 
L dang-hill . and craping our {elyes with a pOt= 
| Sieard, yer as leng as we can ſay with him 
q our redeemer livet , Job 19. 25. Wehayve all 
4 reaſon ro ſay with himallo,bleged be the nams 
a) ef the Lord. Chap. 1. 21. Whata madncis is 
jj it then for us to expoſ2 our ſelves tobe piers 
4 &d and wounded by every tempo. al advert 
tl ty, who have ſoimpenetrable an armour nay, 
x} what an ungrateful. contumely 1s it ro: thas 
x goodneſs of God , ro shew that we cannot 
make him a countgrpoile to the molt trivial 
# {cular ſarisfaction 2 on which account [ure he 
gg: & Way 


4 
| 
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may again take up that exprobrating com 
plaint we find inthe Prophet , A godly pric 
ibat I was valued atby them, Zac.11.13. 

19. Bur how mean ſoeyer he 1s in o ir cyes 


though Chriſt ſeem the ſame to us in his glory | 


which he did in his abjection, to hayeno 
| beauty thar we should defire him ; yet he puts 
another rate upon himſelf, and tel] us, He that 
loves father or mother,ſon or daughter more then 
me, 15 not worthy of me, Mat.10.37. Now ou 
love and our joy are paſſions co-incident , and 
therefore whatever we joy morc in then we 


do in him , we may be preſumed to love bets} 


ter and if hecannot endure rhe comperition 
of thoſe more ingenuous objects of our love 
he therementions, how will he ſuffer thar of 
-our yanitics, our childish wanton' appetites? 
and yerthoſe are the things after which we {o 
impatiently raye. For I belicre we may rruly 
aim , rhat j{ rhere were aſcruriny made into 
all thediſconrents of mankind , for one that 
were faſtned upon any great conſiderable cx 
lamity, there are many that arc founded only 
in the irregularity of our own deſires. 
20. By whar has been ſaid we may j'ftiy 
concludein the Prophets Phraſe,God bath not 
beento us a wilderneſs ,"alnnd of darkneſs, fer. 
2. 3t. but has graciouſly difpenced ro us10 al 
Our intereſts Yer the inſtances here given are 
only common , ſuch as relate to all; or at lrat 
the far greater part of mankind ; bur whit 


$:4, III, Of God: Unlimited Bounty, 45 
| yolums might be made, shoald every man ler 
down his own particular experiences of mer- 
cy ? In thar caſe *t would be no extravazant 
Hyperbole we find , John 22. 25, That eve 
the world it ſe'f could 17t contain the books 1which . 
thou!d be written, God knows our memo - 
nesare very frail , andour obſeryations flight 
 inthis point : yetabſtraCting fromall the for- 


= or negleted fayours , whar yaſtcato- 


ogues may eyery man make to himſelf, if he 
would bur yet recolle&t whar effect he has 
had of Gods boan:y ingiving , of his provi-, 
| dencein proreCting.of his grace 1n reitraining, 
and exciting , of his parience in forbearing 2? 
And certainly all rhe(e produCtions of rhe di- 
vine goodneſs were nev-r deligned to die in 
the birth. The Pfalmiſt will &ll us > Th- 
Lord hath ſo done his mar vellous works , that 
tity o17he to be had in rememIranc', Þ al.t11. 
4. Ler eyery man then make it his daily care 
ro recount ro himſelt the wonders (309 harh 
done, as for the children of men in general, fo 
tor himſelFin particular. When the 1/a:/ites 
murmurcd tnder their bondage, Paaraoh ime 
putes it to rheir idleneſs, and preſcribes then 
more work,as thereaJiet curg:a piec2 indeed 
of inhumane Tyranny in him , but may with 
equty and ſucceſs be practifed by us pon o1r 
lelves. When we fin1our apperites nwrino:1s, 
complaining of our preſent condition , let us 
let Our felyes to work , impoſe it asa tasK 
C 2 upan 


|] we hall find them very unproportionable to 
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upon our ſelves to recolle& the wany inſtane 


ces of Gods mercies, And ſurely if we doit 
fincerely, and with intention, we cannor haye 
paſt through halfour ſtages, before our ſullen 
murmures will be bear our of countenance, 
and retire with «hame, whenthey are con» 


fronted with ſuch a cloud of witneſles,ſuch fi- f.. 


_ nal teſtimaniesof Gods goodneſs to us : for 
when we have muſtered up all our little grie- 
yances,moſt critically-examined all our wants, 


our comforts ,zand ro our receits ; in which 


comparative notion , the next SeCtion is to [ 


conſider them. 


— 
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SECT. IV. 


Of the Surpluſage of our Enjoyments aboye 
our Sufſermngs. 


_ —_—_—_ ——_— 


— 


A. 79 regulate our eftimate of rhoſe things] 
whic 


weetther enjoy or ſuffer , rhere 
- arerhree precedent queries tro be made ; The 
firſt of their number or pucy : The ſecond 
of rheir weight = The third of their conſtan4 
Cy and continuance; For according as 

e moreaf rheſe properties , every good 
25 more good , andeyery evil is moreewl., It 
will therefore be our beſt merhodofrryalin 


the preſentcaſe , ro compare our bleſſings and 
gw calamities in theſethxee xeſpetts. | 


a. 
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2. And firſtintharof plenty. The mercies 
of God are the ſource of all our ue , are {er 
| ont tous in holy Scripture inthe moſt ſuper- 
lative {trgin : They are muititudes, Plal.102. 

20. Plenteous redemptioz , Pialm 130. 7. as 
| bigh as tbe Heaven, Plalm 103. 11. He fills alf 

hvinz with p/enteouſnefs , Plaim 145. 16. His 
mercies indeed are ſuch as come not within: 
the.compaſs of tyymber,bur ſtrerch rhemſelyes 
toinfiniry , and are belt repreſenred by ſuch a 
calculation as God made ro Abraham, when 
he ſhewed him the numerouſnels of his poſte- 
rity by the innumerableneſs of the Stars, Gen. 
15.5. Were there bura ſingle mercy appor- 
tioned ro each minure of our lives , 
| would ariſe yery high : bur how isour Arith- 
metric confounded, when eyery minute has 
more then we can diftintly number > for be- 
| fides the original ſtock mentioned in-thelaft 
Settion , and the acceſſion of new bounty, 
| the giving us ſomewhat which we hadnor 

before ; whar an accumulative mercy is it, 
the preſerving whar we have z Weare made |} 
up of ſo many pieces, have ſuch yarieries of | 
intereſts, ſpiritual, remporal, publick,and pri- | 
yvate 3 for our ſelves, for our friends, and de- | 
pendents 3 thar it is not a confuſed general re | 
yard rhart will, keep all rheſe in ſecuriry-ogg... | 
moment. We arelike a vaſt building, whickh - 4 
coſts as much ro maintain, asro erect.. A . 
"indeed conſidering the corruptibleneſsof our 
C3 mares 


— 


£ a 


> a £5 o oe hon Yo ets YuOSUORSD 


48 The Artof Contentmenr. Fs 


matcr:als , our preſervation is noleſs a workP i 
of O:nnipotence , then our firſt ſorming ; nay, Þ | 
pcriaps 1s rather a greater. Ouroriginalþ 1 


clay , tkovghir had no aptneſs, yer it hadno} 


avcriing tothe receiving a humane forn? ; but | v 
was inthe hand of the Potter tomakeit whars \ 


he pleaſed: bur we now have principles off- a 
dccay within us, wh:ch vehemently rend wf 1 
df{oiuton ; we want the ſupplies of ſeveral © 
things without us,che failing whereof returns, f 


us apain toour dult, Nay , we do not only 


reed theaid , but we fear the hoſtility of out-Þ t 


v ard things, That very air which fometinis], !| 
reſreshes us , may art another ſtarve and free: ff 
ts : that which warms and comforts us , ha Y 
alſoa power of conſuming us. Yea, thar yeryh V 
meat w hich nurishes » may choak and ſtiflsF tl 
us. In a word, there 1s no creature fodeſpi-f £ 
cable, ſo inconfiderable, which may not ſo:ne-h 
times ſerve us, and which may not at any rineP !) 
(if God permit) ruineus.. Now whence 6, 1 
it thar we (oconſtantly , ſo frequently findthef, 0 
goed, the benign ethcacy of theſe things, an] 
fo ſeldom ſorarely the evil > whence fayis] 
ir, but from the ative unwearied providence] Þi 
which draws forth rhe better properties off U 
rhe creatures for our ule , and reſtrains the 0 
worſer tor our ſecurity ? which with a parti-þ V 
eula- advertence watches not ouly over everſf lo 
Perfon , but over e very ſeveral concern of rhathh Pc 
pcrſon. And how aſtonishing a contemplarioF , 

5F er 
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 i5this ? If rhe meer ebbing and flowing of the 
þ fea, pur tne Philotopher into ſuchan exraly, 
| that he Rang himſclt into1r, becaule he could | 
not COMprehena theinſcrutable canſe of it: in. 
whar perpetual raptures oF admiration may 
| webezwho have every minute within usy and 
- about us, more and greater wonders, and thoſe 
wo in Our fiyor , when we delerve rarher the 
& divine power Should cxcendic telt in our de- 
T ſirtiction > 
' 3. Butalace our danger from tne yitble crea» 
$ wes, islittle compared with roſe trom the 
| ſpirits of darkne's. Ie 1wrejtie n% oy with 
T flech ad bloodgbut wirh pritipalities U powers, 
F vb [piiituzl wicyedneſs, Nc. Epi,6.12. Soine 
| vererate is th2 enmity berween the Serpent & 
F the {ec of rhe woman ingeneralzthat he wats 
 chcs all adyantages againſt us,not only in our 
fouls, but eyenour bodies,our goods, & in eyCs 
ry part 0” or concerns. Thus we lee he not on-- 
. ly afſauired Fcbs toul by rhe wicked iniinyart- 
ons of his Wife » but ( with more effect) his 
boJly wich boils and ſores , his poſſeflions by 
the Cha/d2ans and Sabcans; and the unages 02 
1 himſelf, his deareſt children,. by a wind trom 
' thewildernels-, 19b 1. And can werthink his 
malice is now worn ot > no {urely , he ſtill 
wishes as.#ll ro mankind as eyer,& we should 
| ſoon cerhe wotul effects of ir,didnot the fare 
pow2r which ler him looſe for Fobs tryal, re- 
* firain.bim.for our ſafety. Nay,bad he bur pow=- 
ertOairigar, though norro hurt us, eyen that 


-* 
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ould make our lives very uncomfortable, 
We cannot hear the relation of Sprighrs er 
apparitzons , but our blood chills upon it, and 
a hotrer runs through our veins : what should} 
wethen cot he Should make. his night-walks 
through our chambers , and with his 1iluſ 

terrors diſturbour reſt > Yer all this and much | 
more he would do , if God did not chain up| 
this 0! Dragon , Revel. 20. Nay , if he were} 
Ot ar the expence of a g:1ard abour us, and} 
whole no leis rhen Angels. I shall not diſpute 


whether every perſon hath not his peculiar} 
Guardian: ſor rho::gh many haye notimpro-}. 


bably :f-ricd ir, vie have ground enoughd| 
\ aqueſcence inthe general affirmation of che, 
Apoſtle ,th.27 they are all mimiſtring Spirit, ſent | 
forth to minifler for them , Who shall be heirs of | 
fe'vation, Hebr. 1.4. And now if the Reader j 
pleale ro {um up how many are his concerns, | 
and how many are the dangers which awat 
bim inthem al] , he cannor ſure render the ac- 
eount of rhoſe mercies which preſerve the 
ane, and diyertthe other, in any other Phraſe 
then thaz of the Pſalmiſt, They are more then | 

| Fam able toexpreſs, Pialm 40. A fe 0h 
We may now challenge the moſt mie- 
rable,or the moſt querulous man living we 
euce cauſes of complaint , proportionableto 
zhoſe of thank\giving. He that has rhe gres 
reſt ſtock of calamities, can never vye with 
the heaps of benefirs; the diſproporrions | 
| great | 


- | 
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greater then thar of the armies of Ahaband 
Benhadab , 1 Kings 20. 27. whereof the one 
was like two li ole flocks of Kids, the other filled 
the country. God has rold us rhat he afflicts 
vet willingly , nor grieves the children of meny 
Lam. 2. 33. whereason the contrary , he de- 
kebteth-in mercy, Mic. 7. 18- We may judge 
by ou: ſelyes which he 1s rhe likchelt often ro 
repere ,. thoſe aCts which he doth with regrer 
and reluCtancy ,. or thoſe whict»he do's with 


| pleaſure and delighr. Bur we need no infe- 


rences Where we have tlie atteſtation of expe- 


* rience.. Ler eyery man: thereforemakethi 


his judgcin rhe cale » lerhimeyery night re-- 
collect, how many things withinand about 
him he is concern'd in, and confider how ma- 
ny. of thoſc have been preſeryed intirero him, 
ftill accounting every thing ſo continued as a. 
new donation. If he begin wirh his ſpiritual 
Rare ,*c is too poſſible he may ſomerimes find) 
he has loft his innocence , commurred ſome, 
won many fins ;: but even intheſe he will 
nd cauſe to juſtifie God , it he do bur recol-- 
tedt wich wharinward checks , and admoni- 
tons, and outward reſtraints » God:has endea»: 
youred to bridle him. }f he will break through 
thoſe fences ,. thar does not at a!l:dero 
from the mercy ofGod which ſoguardedhims- 
y-w rather illuftrares his gx ons I 1 
© many quenchings: of tus Spirit ,: do's yer; 
408 
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the moſt deptorably-violared his integrity , is | F; 
yer ro confeſs that Gods purpoſe was to hays | Cc 
preſerved it intire: and he might really &þ ! ye 
have kepr it, had he complyed with thoſe aids | to: 
which were afforded him. Bar in temporal | to 
concerns we are not fo apt toundermine our*| le! 
ſelves , an4 therefore shall much more rarely. , tr: 
tind we have ſuffered detriment in rhem\,then | e: 
11 our ſpiritual : but are there ordinarily like | th 
to meer with a better account. Let a man | g- 
raeretore conlider , what is lacking ro him of | m 
all rhe ſecular good things he bad in the | gr 
moraing, and tell me whither for rhe molt | 
part he may not give ſuch.an account , as the 
I{-ae/itis) Officers did of their men after the . fri 
laughter of rhe Midranites , that he bath nat 
{oft one. Numb, 31. 30. Or, if ſomertimeshe |t: 
do ſaff:r a diminution , yer at the worſthe m 
Will fiixd thar many more good things haye , ar 
been preſeryed ro him then have been taken | lu 
fron him, A man-may perhaps meetgyith | ot 
{ome damag2 in his eftare, yet_T is mamfold ' at 
odds thar that damage is but partial , anl | b! 
thathe has ſtill moreleft rhen islait, OT'if | 2 
it be more intire ; yer ifhe have his health, | is 
bis limbs, his ſenſes,his friends, and ali things | 4 
beſide his eſtare left him, ſo that for one thing | &. 
he has loſt ;. he hill rerains a multitude ,'he } | 
may ſay ofit astheDiſciples of the few loaves, | 
what this among ſo many > Marth, 14.17: 
Ariftippus being bemoaned ps ofa | 
Fs | ES | am, | 
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| Farm , replied with ſome $harpneſs upon his , 
| Condoler , you have bur one field , and I have 
yet three k ft > why should 1 not rather grieve 
; for you ? intimaring that a man isnor ſomuctr ' 
; to eltimare whar he has loſt , as what he has 
\ left, A piece of wiſdom which if we would 
tranſcribe we might quickly convince our 
ſelves , that even in our moſt adyerfe eſtate 
there are as E!tjh (peaks mere with us then a= 
' gairſt us ,2 King. 6. 16.that our enjoyments are 
| more then our ſufferings, and Gods acts 9t 
; prace, do far out-number.thoſe of his ſeverity. 
| $5. Andas they doout-number, ſoalſado 
| they 9ut-weigh. them. The mercies we receive” 
from God are ( as thelaſt Section has shew- 
, el) of the greateſt importance: rhe moſt ſub- 
ſtantial ſo!1d goods, andrhe greateſtofall , F 
mean thoſe which concern our eternal ſtates. 
are ſo firmly fixt on us,thatunleſs we will yo-- 
luntarily quir our claim, *r is not in the power 
of men or deyils to defeat us. Light bodies 
arc eaſily blown away by every gutt of wind. 
but this eight of glory, as the Apoſtle calls1t, 
| 2 Corinth. 4. 17. continues firm anditable, 
is proof againſt all ftorrs , like the shadow of” 
agreat rock in a weary Land, 1ſa1.32.2. Thoſe: 
ark adumbrations we haye of i: » night baye 
ſerved to refresh and deceiye Hs. 


+ 


rediouſneſs: 
c{our pilgrimage,and thereforethe molt for- 
midable calamities of.rhis life are below all 
mealures of compariſon with this hope ofour 
OY pos C6 - calling, 
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calling,this riches of the glory of our inheritance, 
Ephe!. 3. 16. The heavin and molt prefling | 
ot our attlictions are ro that , but like the ona 

duſt of the balance: Eſai. 4o. 15. fo tharif we | 
Should here ftop vur inquifinen , we bavea 
{ufictent reſolution of rhe preſenr queſtion, 
and muſt conclude , that God has given: us.an 
abuzdant counterpoiſe of all , we either do or 
can (uffer here. 

6. If therefore there be any ſo forlorn as to 
remporals', - that he can fetch thence no evi- 
dence bf Gods fatherly care of him , yer this 

-ene coulideration may folye his doubrs , and 
convince him.thar he 1s not abdicatedby hm. 
Weread of nogifts Abraham gave Iſaac , yet 
to the fons of the Concubines* is faid he did, F 
Gen. 25- 6. It had been a yery fallacious infe- | 
rence, if Ia. skould have concluded himſelf } 
tiegleted becauſe his far greater portion was þ 
bur inreverſions. And it will be the ſame in, 
apy of us, if we arg1e an.unkindaeſs from any | 
temporal wants who haye- the entail of an; 
eternal inheritance. Bur farely God do's wat? 
keave bimſelf Without witneſs, Acts 14.17. eve 
iu ſecular rhings ,- rhere 15 no man breathing 
bur has ſome bleflings of his left hand , as 
well as his right,.as I haye already menrion'd: 
and unleſs it be: ſome few prodigies of Cala 
miry in whoſe: punishmenr or patience God 
deligns ſignally to glorifie himſelf , thereare 
pane who enjoy avt greater copaforts of life 
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then rhoſe —w ge ; - mean wy are rea[- 

ly greater , thou aps , tO rhetr prejudi- 

ts fancies rs. | ws ear lo. hn in 

point of health, if a man be diſ-affected in one 

part » yet All the reſt of his body may be (and 

often is ) well ; orif he have a complication, 

and haye more then one diſeaſe , yet there is 

no man that has all, or half ſo-many as are in- 
cident to humane bodies, fo that he 1s compa=- 
ratively more healthy then fick. Soagain, it 
1s not very common for aman toloſe a mb, 

or ſenſe , the gene! ality of men keep them ro 
their laft, -and they who do , have in that an. 
oyer-balancero moſt onward adyertities ; and 
even they who. are ſo unhappy to lote one, 
yer commonly keep rhe reſt ;; at teaſt the ma-» 
Jor part: or if ar any rime any manis left a 
mere breathing rrunk , yer it is by ſuch ſtupt»- 
fying diſeaſes as dead the{enſe ,.or fuch nior=. 
ral. 0nesas ſoon take them away ; and ſo the 
remedy overtakes the Malady. Belides it 

pleaſes God yery often , tomake compenſa-- 
tion for the want of one member or faculty ; 

by —_— the uſe of another. We have 
feen feer fopp y all the neceſſary uſes of hands. 
to thoſe who had nones: and itisa thing of 
daily obſeryation that men that are blind,haye- : 
the greater internal. hght :- haye their intel» + 
lets more-vigorous and aCtiye , by their abe. 
rations from vifible objects:. 

7. Thu alſo it is inthematrcrof wealth,, 

Re be 


hy 
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| calling,this 7iches of the glory of our inheritance, | 


Ephe'. 3. 16. The heavielt and moſt preffi 
ot our attliCtions are ro that , but like ihe fin 


l duſt of the balance : Eſai. 4o. 15. ſo thatif we 
| {Should here ſtop our inquifitien , we bavea 


{ufictenr reſolution of rhe preſenr queſtion, 
and muſt conclude , that God has given: us.an 
abuzdant counterpoiſe of all , we either do or 
ca {uffer here. 

6. If therefore there be any ſo forlorn as to 
remporals , - that he can ferch thence no eyi- 
dence bf Gods fatherly care of him , yer this 


-ene coulideration may folye his doubts , and 


convince hum that he 1s not abdicatedby hm. 
Weread of nogifts. Abraham gave Iſaac , yet 
to the fons of the Concubines * is faid he did, 


Gen. 25- 6. It had been a yery fallacious-infe- | 
rence, if Ia skould have concluded himſelf | 


fieglected , becauſe his far greater portion was 


_ bur in reverfions. And it will be the ſame in, 
apy of us, if. we argae anunkindneſs from any | 
temporal wants who haye- the entail of an/ 
eternal inheritance. Bur 4ſarely God do's wat: 
leave bimſelf Without witneſs, Acts 14.17. even 


iu ſecular rhings ,- rhere 1s no man breathing 
bur has ſome bleflings- of his left hand , as 


well as his righr,.as I haye already menrion'd: } 
and unleſs it be: ſome few prodigies of Cala ) 


miry in whoſe: punishment or patience God 
deſigns fignally to glorifie himſelf , thereare 
pc who enjoy agt greater comforts of life 


we —- 
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| thenthoſe they want, I mean ſuch as are real- 


ly greater , though perhaps , ro their prejudi- 
Cd fancies he 0 rn ear ſo. Thos in 
point of health, if a man be diſ-affected in one 
part » yer all the reſt of his body may be (and 
often is ). well ; orif he have a complication, 
and haye more rhen one diſeaſe , yet there is 
no man thar has all, or half ſo-many as are in- 
cident to humane bodies, ſo rhat he 1s compa=- 
ratiyely more healthy then fick. Soagain , it 
1s not yery common for a.man roloſe ahmb, 


$ | or ſenſe , the gene1ality of men keep them ro 


their laſt, and they whodo , have in thatan- 
oyer-balance ro moſt omward adyerlities ; and 
even they who are ſo unhappy to loſe one,. 
yer commonly keep the reſt ;; at leaſt rhe ma» 
Jor part: or 1f ar any time any manis left a 
mere breathing rrunk , yer it is by fuch ſtupt. 
fying difeaſes-as dead the{enſe ,or fuch niore 
ral. onesas ſoon take rhem away ; and ſo rhe 
remedy overtakes the Malady. Beſides it 
pleaſes God yery often , romake compenla-. 
tion for the want of one member or faculry; 
by improving the uſe of another. We have: . 
feen feer fupply all rhe neceffary uſes of hands. 
to thoſe who had none: and ttisa thing of 
daily obſeryation thar men that are blind, haye- : 
tlic greater imernal. hght:- have their intel» 
lets more-yigorous and adtiye , by their abe- 
ſiractions from vifble objects:. | 
2. Thu allo it is inthematrerof wealth, | 
"mY he 


he rhatis forced toget his bread by the ſweat 
of his b:ows, "T1srrue , he cannot have thoſe 
delicacies wherewith rich men abound ; yet 
his labour helps him to a more poignant, a 


more ſavory jauce thena whole Colledge of 


Epicures can rhe Sauan His hunger gives a 
higher guſt ro his dry cruſt, thenthe ſurfeited 


ſtomach can tind in tne.molt coſtly , moſt cla- - 


korare mixtures : verifying the obſeryarion of 
Solomon, the fiill ſout logtherb the hony comb, but 
ra the Lunzry ſoul every bitter thing is (weet, 
Prov. 27. 7. He cannot deed firetch him cif 
:-pon his bed of Tyory, Amos 6. 4. yet his ſIceps 
are {ounder then tho'e that can. The wie 
man tells us, and expertence does fo too , that 
ike ſizep of a labourirg man i [weet , Ecclel, 5, 
12. He 1s not cioathed gorgeouſly , has nor 
the ſplendor of glittering apparel, ſo neither. 
has » the care of contriving it, the fears of 
being forcltaPd in a new inycntion , or any 
cf thoſe unmanly ſolicitudes which atrend 
that yanity. He has the proper genuine uſe 
of cloathing : the preventing Shame and 
cold,and is happily determined rothat which. 
the wiſer menof rhe world have yoluntarily. 
choſen. To conclude ,. ke has oneadyantage 
beyond all rheſe; his neceſſities reſcue hun 
from idlencſs , and all its conſequenttempra- 
rions ; whichis ſogreata benehir, that if rich 
n.en be not their own task-maſters as his 
Wants. ate, his z. it they do not provide _ 
| | hh YES: 
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ſelves of buſineſs ; rhat one wants of theirs is 
 { infinirely more-:deplorable rhen all his :and he 
| isnor only happy comparatively with himlclf, 
| in having berrer rhings then ke wants , bur 
| withtnem al'o. 

8. 1t we come now toreputanion and fame, 
4, the account will be much the fan», Herhar 
|, is eminent 11 the World for fome great at- 
; chievement, 1s fect up as an object of eyery 
; mans remark; when as his exceliencies on the 
one hand are viſible, ſo his fdulrs and blennshes 
; 'are On the other. And as humane frailty 
- makes 1t roo probable theſe letter yvill be 
really more,{o humane envy makes it ſure thar 
they $hall be more preciſely > more curioully 
- obſerved , and more loudly blazow'd. So 
that upon the whole , agood quier ſecurity, 
though ir be not the road to glory,, yetis th: 
likelieft fence againſt infamy. And indeed, 
; he thar can keep up the repute of a ſober in- 
| tegrity within his own private ſphere , need 
not] envy the triumphant ſallies of others, 
; which often meet with a faralturnar the lat- 
| ter end of the day. Burt will be ſaid, that 
| *eyen that more moderate ſort of repurartion is 
| not every mans portion , bur that many lie 
under great ignominy and ſcandals. I shall 
here ask wherher rhoſe be juſt cr unjuſt ; 
If rhey be juſt, they belong nor toour pre- 
ſent ſubject , which relates only ro rhole in- 
fictions which are the. effeQs of Godsime 
eds mediate. 


1e Art of Contentment.. | 
mediate providence , nor of our own crimesz}. | 
for I neyer doubred but thar by thoſe we may vo 
diveſt our ſelves of any ; nay, of all the good i 
things God has detigr'd us. Burtif the oblo- | In 
guy be unjuſt, ' is propable that *ris trakenuy | | 

only by 1] men, and rhar the good paſs a more | ow 
equitable ſenrence; and then ſurely the atte- y 2 
ſtation of a few fuch , is able to out-weiglta | ( 
mulritude o! the others. And im thiscale a | ir 
man miay not only find patience bur pleaſure | 
in reproaches. Socrates lookt with, trouble | 
and jealoufie on himſelf when i}] men com» 
mended him. faying,wharill have [ done>and 
ſure a Chriſtian has a farther reaſon robe 
pleaſed with their reyiiings, they being his ſe- 
curiry againſt rhe 1woe bw gow" to thoſe 
whom al! men ſpeak well of , Luke 6.26. But 

ſomerimes ir happens, rhat even good men are 

ſeduced, and either by rhe arrifices of rhe 
wicked, or their owh too hafty credulity, give 
credit rounjuſt reports. And this I confels is. | 
a Sharp tryal to the injured perlon, yereven , 
this carmorotren be umverſal;rhere can ſcarce 
be any innocence ſo: forlorn ,. but that rhere 
may be opportunirtes of cleering it ro ſome or | 
other , and by them propagating it to more,. 

and if the clond- ever come to be diſperſed,. 

their fame will appear with the brighter lu- 

ſter. Bur if none of thishappen:, they have 

yet a certain and morebleſſed rexreat , eyetian: .... 
appeal ro the-wmerring judge ;. who m—a_ I 
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holds us with moreapprobarion, then when 


weare under themyult condemnation of men, 


} Indeed, we haye thena double tye upon him, 


got only his juſtice , bur his pity is concerned 
in our cauſe, God particularly owns himſelf 
as the refuge of rhe oppreſſed, and there is 
ſcarce a $harper and more ſenſible oppreſſion 


ten this of Calumny z yer even this'proves. ur 
| advamage, whileſt it procures Gods immes 


dire patronage , makes us the objects of his 


, | morepeculiar care and compaſſion , who can 


þ | 


make 047 righteouſneſs as cher 4; the light , Plal. 


| 37.6. ifhe ſeeirfits butit in his wiſdom he 


chuſe not thar for us, 't is comfort enough for 


- us that we have approvedittohim, 'T Was 


Elkanahs queſtion to Hannabin her diſconſo- 
lation, Am not I better tothee then ten Sos ? 


| 1Sam. 1.8. And ſure we may ſay thelike of - 
| Godsapprobarions thar 'r is better ro us Iay 
| nor then ren , but renthouſand Eulogies of 
' men. The very Echoof itintheteftimony 


of a good conſcience is an unſpeakable com» 
fort, and this voyce founds more Fw 
more ſweetly , among rhe loudeſt, rhe harshe 
eft accuſations of men. Sothat we feeeven 
this afſaulr roo is not without irs guard , 
and theſe waters of Marab , Exod. 15.23. 
=y be render'd not only whollome bur plea- 

ant, 
9. I have now inſtancedin the three moſt 
general concerns of humane lite, ys 4 
OO) 
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Goods, and Fame, to which heals may be re« 
duced moſt of rhe atti tions incident to our 

award ſtate , 2s far as inimediately concerns 
our {elyes. Bur there is no man ſtands fo ſingle 
in the World, bur he has fomereiations or 


friends in which he thinks kimcelf intcreſſed, 


and many times rhoe obliq te ſtrokes which 
wound us through them, are as painful as the 


n:ore chreet : yer here al'o God 1s 0: dinarily | 


lea'ed to proyide ſome allayes , 1f we would 
bu rake notice of them, He who has had on? 
frienddic , has ordinarily divers others furvi- 
ving ; Orifhe haye not that, uſually Gol rai- 
ſes him up others. *T is rrue we cannot have 
a lticceſſion of Fathers and Morhers , yet we 
Gfren have of other friends rhat are no lefs 
helpful ro us; andindeed  thcreare ſcarce in 
any thing more remarkable evidences of Pro- 
Vidence , rhen in this particular , He that ts 
ab.e out of ſtones to raiſe up children to Abra- 


tam, Matt.3.0. do *s many times by as unexs . 


ected a proJuction ſupply friendsto the de- 
olate, Btit we do ſometimes loſe our irtends 
v hile chey ace living » they.withdraw raeir 
kinIneſs which is rhe ſoul of friendship : and 
if this happen by our own demertt', we can 
accuſe neither God nor them forir ; nor can 
we rarionally expect rhar God should proyide 
fupplies, when we wilfully deſpoil our ſelves. 
Bur when they are unkind wirhour proyocatt- 
on,then is rhe ſcaſontor his interpottion; who 
ules 
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1 uſes rotake up thoſe whom Father and Mother 
| forjake, Plalm 27. 10. and we frequently ſee 
| lignal proofs of his care n exciting the come 
| pattions of other friends and rclatives, Or per- 

aps of meer {trangers. Nay, ſometimes God 
makes the inhumaniry of a mans relations, the 
occaſion of his adyantage. Thus the barba- 
rousmal.ce of Joſephs brethren , was rhe firlt 
' ſtep to his Dominion over Egypr. And it1isa 
common obſervation inFamilies,thar rhe molt 
diſcountenanced child oft makes better proot, 
then the dearling. 

Io. We are yerlyable toa third affiCtion 
by the' calamiry of our friends, which by rhe 
Sympathy of kindneſs preſſes us noleſs (per- 
haps morc) ſenfibl. thea our own ; bur rhen 
tisro be conſidered that theirs are capable of 
the ſame allaying circumltances that ours 
are , and God has rhe ſame arrs of alleviating 
tacir burdens ; forhar we hayethe fame argu 
ments for acquieſcence intieir ſufferings rhar 
we have in our own 3 and $hall do amore 
friendly officein imprefling tho:e upon them» 

thenin the moſt patiionare adopting their for- 

rows. 

11. The lattandgreate!t diſcomfort from 

| friend, is thar ofrheyr fin : andifever we may 

be allowed rhar diſconſolare ſtrein of rhe Pro- 

pher,Efa.22.4.Twwn away from me, Iwill weep 

bitterly, lab-ur nt to comfort me ; ths ſeems 
| tobe the time. Yer eventhis palſey of Achor 
ts 
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x 720t 1without 2 door of bope, Hoſ.22.15. Avi |} 
cioUus perſon may be recalled , mulutudes haye 
been; fo that as long as God continues life, 
we ought no more todepolite our hope then 
to quit our endeayour. Betides , there are few 
that make this complaint that haye nor ſome-; 
thing to balance , or at Jealt ro lighrenir, I 
Shall inſtance in that relation which 1s the nee 
reſt and molt render, thar of a Parent. He that 
has one bad child may have divers good. If 
he have bur one yirtuous , *tis a very great 
mercy » and 't1s another that he may be rhe 
better taught to yalue it by the oppolitionof 
the contrary. Bur if any be founhzppy asto 
have many children, and all to conſume bis oyes 


and zrieve his beart , 1 Sam. 2. 33. it may bea F 


ſeaſonable reflexion for him roexamine how 
far he has contribared tot , either by Ekes 
found indulgence,'or by aremiſs and careleſs 
education : or which is worſt ofall , by his | 
moſt impious example. If any,or all of theſe 
be found the cauſe , he isnot ſo much ro feek 


forallayes to his gricf,as for pardon of his fin: þ 


and when he has penitently retracted his owh-Þ-\ 


faults , he: may then haye betrer ground of þ, 


hope that God may reform thoſe of his chil 
dren. Inthe meantime , he may look onhis 
own affliction in them as Gods di!cipline on 
him , and garher ar leaſt rhis comfort from nt, 
that his heavenlyFarher has more care of him, 
then he had of his ; and do's nor leave him un- 
corrected, 12. Thus 
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12. Thus we ſee in all the concerns (which 
are the moſt common and important of hu- 
pane life , and wherein the juſteit of our come 
plaints are uſually founded ) there is ſuch a 
temperature and mixrure , thar the goo. does 
Imore then equal theill ; and that nor only in 
| the groſter bulk > when our whole ſtate is 
weighed together , bur in every ſingle branch 
ofir : Godhaving herein dealr with this little 
world Man , as he has done with the greater, 
wherein he is obſerved to have furnished eve- 
ry country with Specific remedies for their 
_ diſeaſes. I have only given theſe shorr 
ints by way ofeilay and pattern for rhe Rea- 
ders contemplation , which when he $hall 
have extended to all choſe more minute partt« 
__ wherein he1s eſpecially concern'd more 
curiouilly compared his ſufferings , with his 
alayes and comforts 3 I cannordoubr, but he 
will own himſelf an inſtance of rhe rrurh 
jo! the preſent Theſis , and confeſs , thar he 
has much more cauſe of rhankfulneſs then 

| complaint, | 
BR. This I ay ſuppoſing his affliions ro be 
Fofthole more ſolid & conlidetable forts Thaye 
Phbefore mentioned. Bur how many are there 
who have few or noneofluch , whoſeemro 
be ſeared .in the land of Gosbex , ina place 
exempr from all rhe _ thatinfeſt rheir 
Ne = > And rhoſe one would think 
ould give a rcady ſuffrage tg thisconclubions 
| as 
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as haying no temptarion to oppugn ir ; yet[ 
doubr *r 1s far otherwiſe , and that ſuch men 
are of all the molt unſarisfied. For though they 
haye no croſſes of Gods impoſing, they ulual. 
ly create a multitude to themſelves. And here 
we may ſay with David, 17 s better to fall int 
the hand of God, the: into th: hand of man, 
2 54m.24.14.- "tis eaſier ro bear the afHi&tions 
God ſends, then thoſe we make to our ſelves, 
His are limited both for quanty and qualiry, 
but our own are as boa 

Vagait defires from which they ſpring. 


I4. And this is the true caule why contents} 


ment is ſo much a ſtranger to thoſe who haye 
all the outward cau'es of ir. They haye no de- 
finite meaſure of rheir defires ; *r is nor the 
fupply of all their real wants will ſerye their 
turn : their appzrites are precarious and de- 
pope upon contingencies,  I'hey hunger not 
becauſe they are empty, burbecauſe orhersare 
full. Many a man would haye liked his own 
portion well enough , had he not ſeen another 

iaye ſomething he itked better, Nay , even 
rhe moſt incontiderable things acquire a yalue 
by being anothers, when we deſpiſe mucl 
prearer of our own, Ahab might we'l have 

arisfied himſelf with rhe Kingdom of 1/rae} 
had not Nuvbotks poor pot laininhis eye: bit 
ſo raving were his defires after it, thar he dil- 
Telishes all the pomps of a Crown ; yea, the 
ordinery refreshments of Narure ; 47 oy , 
YL wv : e 


leſs as thoſe extrzl:: 
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ed till he haye thar to furfffsh him with Sal- 
2d3,1 (K22225 21. 2. And how many are there 
ww adayes whoſe cloaths fir uncaly , if they 
ſe another haye had bur tlic luck to be alittle 
more inzeniouſly yain 3 whote meat is unia- 
wry 1f they have ſecn bur a greater rarity, a 
newer COOKery at anothers Table : in a word 
who make other peoples excetles theſtandard 
oftherr own feliciries. ' 

15. Nor are our appetites only cxcired thus 
v7 our Outward ob ks » bur precipitated and 
hurried on by our inward lutts. The prond' 
man ſo longs for homage and adoration , that 
ſpotning can pleaſe hum it that be wanting; 

[Haman can find no guſt inall the ſenſualiries 
Jolthe Perjian Court, becauſe a poor deſpica- 
{beJew denies hisa@berſance, Eft. 513. Ine luft- 
{fo mpartiemly purſues his impure deſigns, 

hat any difficulty he meets 19 them, makes 

im pine and lanzuish like Ammnon,wio could 
[way recover is own heaich butoy viols- 
,|\ting his ſiſters honor, 2 $491,13.14. There- 
_engeful labors under an hydropick rhir{trill 
. tz have the blooJi of his enemy : all the liquor 

of Ab/oloms sheep-sheering could nor quench 

bis, withour ihe ſlaughcer'ot his brother, 
1(2$412.13; 22. Andrhiis every one of our paſ- 
*[tong keeps us pon the racktull they have ob- 
"© bogey *-$ 1 | : ond: Gate} reveut tf 
| ®5d their defigns. Nay ,wh=n.they havezhe 
o| fy emptiueſsot thoſe acq'n{1eationsls anew 
1 mar , ard, parz us pon fresh purſtnts, 


i. Thus 
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Thus between the impetuouſneſs of our 
fires, and the emptineſs of our enjoyment 
ve ſtill diſquiet over ſelves in vain, Pialm 39, 
And whilft we haye ſuch cruel task-m 

*tis not ſtrange to find us groaning under ou 
burdens. If we will indulge to all our vicia 
or foolish appetites, think our lives bound w 
with them , and ſollicite the fatisfactione 
them with as impatient a yehemence , 


liki 
$11 
itW 
led 


Rachel did for children, Geneſ.-30.1. Give my tua 
them.or 1 dye : no wonder that weare alway tv! 
complaining of diſappointments, ſince in rhe firs 
the yery ſucceſs isa defeat , and is but thee 1 


changing the pain ofa craving ravenous {tt 
mach , for that of acoyed and nauſeated. In {el 


[//+[: "5 deed men ofremper condemn rhem!elyesw pla 


a perpetual reitleſneſs : rhey are like phan 4: 
rick mutineers , who when their Superiaq tbc 
ſend them blanks to write their own condinl 01 
ons, know not whar will pleaſe them * an ſo! 
eyen Omnipotence it ſelf cannot ſatisfie they 33 
till ir have new moulded them , and reducel tht 
their deſires ro a certainty. be 

IG. But in the mean time how unjuſtly ds A 
they accuſe God of illiberality , becauſeever] 
thing anſwers not their humor? He has.mgdl @ 
them reaſonable creatures ,. and has pre rided We 
them ſatisfaQtions proportionable 10 rheirn ho 
ture.; but if they will haye wild irrational ex 
pectarions, neither his wiſdom , nor his goo 


nels is concerned 0 farisfie thoſe, Bis ſuppl ® 
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gereal and fohd , and therefore have no cor- 
reſpondence ro imaginary wants. If we will 
creare ſuch to our ſelves, why do we not 
create an imaginary ſatisfaCtion to them > 


'T were the merrier frenzy of the two, to be 


ylike rhe mad Athenian that thought all the 


chips that came into his harbor his own: and 


litwere better [xion like to haye our Arms hl- 


led with a cloud , then to have them wy &- 
tually beating our own breaſts, and Ain 


4 tormenting our ſelyes with unſatisfiable de- 


—_— 


fires. Yer this is the ſtate ro which men yo- 
luntarily ſubje& themſelves , andrhen quar= 
rel at , becauſe they wHll notlet them- 


4 ſelves be happy. Bat ſure their very com- 
j plaints juſtife God, and argue that he has 


o dealt very kindly with them, and afforded 


4 them all rhe neceſſary accomodarions of life : 


{| the biring of a flea or guar » Which would nar 
1 


i for did they want them , they would nor be 
i foſenſible of the wanr of the other, He that 


at perteCt eaſe may feel wirh fome yexation 


be ar all obſervable it he were upon ther 


« And should God change the ſcene, and make 


_ 


theſenice people feel rhe doſtitution of neceſ- 
aries 5 all theſe regrets about ſuperfluities 


4 would be overwhelmed. In themeantime 
4 how wy ag athing is it,that we are ſtil rhe 


er for Gods bounty , thar thoſe to whom 
has opened his hand wideſt , should open 


| their moarh ſo roo, in outcries and murmurs ? 


D For 
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For I thirik I ma ſay thar generally , thoſe 


rhar are the fartheſt remoyed from want, are 
fo from content roo ; they take no notice ofall 
the real ſubſtannal bleſſings they enjoy, leave 


rheſe (like the ninty ninesheep in the wilder- 
neſs) forg2tren and neglected, togo inqueſt 
after ſome fugitive farisfaCtion, which ikea 
Shadow flies {thll faſter in proportion to their 
purſuit. | 


17. And now would God the could be- 


recalled from rhis unprofitable chaſe , andin- 
ſteed of the Horfleeches norte , Give , give, 
Prov.30.15. take up that ofthe Plalmiſt, what 
Shall I render 40 the Lord for all the benefits be 
bath done unto me > Plalm 116. 12. Let them 
count how many valuable or rather ineftima- 
ble things , they have received from his mer- 


Cy , and then confront them with thoſe cors | 


rections they have found from his juftice; and 
if rhey do this impartially , Idoubr nor Het 
will tind wherewithal to check their high 
murinies; and will joyn with mezin confeſſu 
rhar their good things abundantly curve 
rheir ill, | 

18. If now we carry on the compariſon to 
the laſt circumſtance , and conſider the Con- 
ftancy ,we $hall find as wide adifterence, Let 
us take the Pſalmiſts teſtimony , and there 


will appear a very diſtant dare of his mercies} 


and punishments. Hts mercie- endure for evet- 
Plalm 136. whereas his wrath endures but tht 
twinklmn 
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twink/ing of an exe , Pialm 3o. 5. And accor- 
dingly God owns his acts of leverity as his 
|frazge work » Ifai. 28. 21, that which he re- 
[ſorts ro only upon ſpecial emergencies z- but 
his mercies are renewed every morning, Lam. 3. 
24. and do.ubtlels we may all pon trial atftirm 
[the lame. There are many of the moſt nec2(- 
ary comtorts ot life which do nor only fome- 
times viſit us as gueſts , but dwell with us as 
mares and domeſticks. How many arethere' 
who have lived ina perperual attluence from” 
their cradles ro rheir grayes , have never” 
known what it1s ro want > And though the 
goods of fortune are perhaps leſs conſtanrto- 
lome, yer the refreshments of nature are ulual- 
ly io.ro us all. We earand drink,welleep,we* 
| ecreare, we conver{e in a continued circle, 
and go our round almoſt as conſtantly as the 
Sun does his, Or if God does fometimes a 
little interrupr us in 1c put foe shorr reſtraint 


| upon our refreshmentsyert that compararive- 


hy rorhe rime we enjoy them, is bur propor- 
n2nable ro the ſtop he has ſomerimes inade of 


| the Sun, Foſ 10,13. 2 K132320.8. orot rhe 


Sea, Exod. 14.21. wh:ch as they wereno ſub- 
yerfions of the courſe of nature , ſo neither are 
thoſe shorr pauſes he ſomet1mesmakes , arc- 
peal of thoſe fixt and caltomary benetirs his 
| providence uſually allots us: Bur whois there 
can ſay that any one of his attlictions has bee: 
of equal continyance:or _ preſt hum with lo 


tew 


"0 F 
{ fewintermiſſions > Perhaps hemay havemiſ 
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ſome few _ ſleep : bur what is tharwo 1 
twelve-months , or perhapsa whole lives en- 
Joying it ? *T is potfible his ſtomach and his 
meat Hhaye not alwayes been ready together; 
but howmuch oftner have they mer to his de 
light 2 and generally thoſe things that are 
molt uſeful, are but rarely interrupted. Nay, 
20 a great many, eyen the delicacies of life ate 
no leſs conſtant , and their luxuries are as 
quoridian as their bread : whereas unleſs their 
vices or their fancies create uneafinefles to 
them,thoſe that come ummediarly from Gods 
hand,make long internmffions and sho:r _ 
Yet for all this they that should meaſure by 
the uncefſantneſs of mens complaints , would 
Judge that the {cene was quire reverſt , and 
that our good rhings are as Fob ſpeaks, ſwif- 
ter then a weavers Shuttle, Job 7.6. whilſt our 
ill, like Gehazres Leproſy , cleave rmſeparably to 
54842 2 Hangs 5. 10. 

19. The trathis , wewillnot lerour ſelves 
enjoy thoſe intervals God allows as , but 
a 4 a —_ do's retire we will {tall kerp 
3t in &Qion and imaginatian ; revolye ir in 
our minds, and becauſe *r is poſſible it may re- 
turn , leok upon it as notgone, Like 
patients. we count our ſelyesfick on our well 
day , becauſe we expect a fir rhe next. A 
ftrange ſtupid folly rhus to court yeration, 


and be miictablean Chimera. GECAAES 


te a ut. Ao rt. os. > ES. 0X A % ou oo 
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or indeed any beaſt defire ro keep a diftaſtful 
relish {till in his mourh , ro chew rhe cud up- 
on gall and worm-wood 7 Yer certainly the: ce: 
area multitude of pevple whoſe lives are un- 
bittered to them meerly by theſe fanraltic ima- 
uy ſufferings. N we only fright ow 
&ves with unages a Ideas of palt calamt- 
ties , bur we dre\s up new bugbcars and mor- 
moes, are Poetic and aerial in our invenrtions,. 
and lay Romantic icenes of diſtreſſes. [T'his 
sathing very incident to jealous natures, who! 
aealwayes raiſing alarms , rothemſeclyes. A 
ſuſpicious man Jooks on every body with 
dread. One man he. tears has deligns upon his 
fortune , auother on his reputation , perhaps a. 
third upon his life : whilſt in the mean ime. 
the only ili defignagainſt bim is managed by 
himſelf; his own caufeleſs fears and jcalou- 
fies which pur him ina ſtare of hoſtility with 
al the World; and do often berray him tothe 
yery things he groundleſly ſuſpected. For ir 
isnor ſeldom ſeen that men have incurr'd real 
miichiefs by a lond follicitude of avoiding 
imaginary ones. I do no queſtion burtthusis a 
ſtate calamirous enough , and shallacknows 
ledge it very likely , rhar ſuch perſons {hall 
have lirtle or nov truce from theirtroubles, 
who haye ſuch an unexhaufted ſpring within. 
themſelves 3 yer we may ſay ro them as the 


| Propher did to the houſe of Facob, Is+be ſpirit 


of the. Lord ſtrained : arc theſe kis. doings? Mich, 
3. 27s 
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2.7. Such men muſt nor cry out that God 


hand les heavy upon them , but rheir own: lev 


and ſo can be no impeachment to the truth of 
'our obſervations, that Gods bleflings are of; 


longer duration, keep a more fixt ſteddy]' 
courſe then his punishmenss, . The relultof} 
all 1s, rhar rhe generality of-mankind haye] ' 


'g00d things (even as to remporals) which dof 
1n the three reſpects forementioned exceed 


rhe1ll. Imeanthe true and real things which} 


Godſends,though notrhoſe fanciful ones they 
raiſe torhemſelyes. IH 

20. And now why should it nor appear 
reaſonable propoſition , that men shoulden- 
rertain rhem(elves with the pleaſanter partsof 
Gods diſpenfations torhem, and nor alwayes 
pore upon the harsher : eſpecially ſince the 
former are fo much a fairer o5ject, and perpe- 


þ 


- 


tally in their eye , why should welook on | 


the more ſadning ſpeCtaclesof humane frailty 
or misfortune , through all the magnifying 
epticks ourfancies can {upply , and perverſly 
eurn away our eyes from the cheerfully > Yet 
this God knows is too much the caſe with 
moſt of us. How nicely and critically do we 
obſerve every little adverſe accident of our 
hves > Whar zragical ſtories of them do our 
memones preſent ns with > When, alace , a 
whole cu;renr of proſperity glides by wit 
out notice. Like little children our fingers are - 


®. 


rever oft the (ore place, nil we have pickr eve- 


ry. 


o 


A 
# 
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Ty light fcareh into an Ulcer. Nay , likethe 
teuder forr of Beggars , we make arrifieial 
ſores rogive us a prerence of complaint. And 
can we then expect God should concern hun- 
felſin the cure > Indeed , in rhe courſeof his 
ordinary proyidence there is nocure for ſueh 
people , untefFjr be by revulfion , the maki ts 
them feel-the (mart of ſame very grea: an 
preſſing atfliftion. T hey therefore put rhem- 
ſelves under an unhappy dilemma , either to 
'conrinue their own tormentors , or t0 endute 


the ſeyereſt courſe of Gods diſcipline. - "Tis 


rrue,the laſt is the more eligible ; but 1 am ſure 
thebeſt way isto prevent both , by'ajuſtand 
oew ſenſe of Gods miercies : which will 
yet farther illuſtrated, if we compare them 
with our own demerits, OE: 


— -- - 


moan. 


. * 


SECT. V. 
Of our Demerit towards God. 


1] Tis the common fault of our narure, 
thar we are very apt to be partialtoour 
ſelves ; and ro ſquare our expectations more 
by whar we wish, then by whar we deſerve. 
Something of this is viſible in our dealings 
with men, We oft /osk. 19 reap Where we have 

- nat ſown, Matth, 25.25. expect benefits where 
we do none 7 yet in ciytl tranſactions rhere 
are ſtill remaining ſuch foor-ſteps of natural 
D 4 juſtice , 
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juſtice , thar we are not univerſally ſo unres 
lonable : all craffic and commerce ſubſiſting 


upon the principle of equal retribution , g- 


wing one yood thing for another equivalent; 
jorhat nomanexpectsto buy corn with chaff, 
gr Gold with droſs, Bur in our dealings with 
God, we pur ofeven this common equity; 


are yaſt inour expectations , bur penunous | 


and baſe in our returns ; and as #f God were 
our ſteward, not our Lord, we require of him 
with a confidence proper only to thoſe who 
a$k rhe own : whilft inthe interim , what 
we offer to him s with kich a diſdai 
fightneſs,as if we meant & rather analms then 
an homage. 

2. Cod indeed is fo munificert , that he 
. prevents us With kis bleſfings,Pialm 21-3. gives 
us many things before we ask : had he nor 
done ſo, we co::1d not haye been ſo much as 
ina Capacity of asking. But though the farſt 


FF 
b. 
# 


and fundamental mercies are abſalure & free, 
yer the fubſequent are condirionat'; and ac- 
cordiagly we find in Scripture , that God 
; Makes no proiniſe excher concerning this life 
or a berter , but vaconditzonot Obedience, 
The Jews who had much laryer propoſals of 
temporal happineſs then Chriſtians have » yer 
never had them upon other terms. God cx- 
prefly arricled for the ; prongs of his con1- 
mands, and made all their enjoyments for- 


feitable upon rhe failure , as we may leeat * 


large 
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in the book of Deuteronomy. Andun-- 
der the Goſpel Sr. Paul appropriates the pro* 
niſcs as well of this life as that to come wnie god- 
lineſs, 1 Tim. 4.,& It will therefore bea ma- 
terial inquiry. for every man, whether he have 
kept his urle entire, and haye notby breach of: 
tbe condition forfeited hisclaim. ,. eventathe- 


moſt! common ordinary blefling . ſos if he 


have , common. reaſon will. rell.him.he can. 
challenge none :- and' char the utmoſthe can- 
hope for » muſt be only upona-new ſcore of 
unmerited favour. ad 

3. And here certainly evcr'y mouth muſt be 
ſtopped, aud all the World become guilty before 
on, Rom, 3.19. For alace, whois there thar 


| can ſay his obedience has beep T5: $5 


proportionable to his obligation ?.*T 15 1na-- 
nitcit we have all received abundamily froms 
Gods hand; bur what has he bad from ours 2 L 
may challenge rhe belt man, to caftap the ac- 
count of his beſt day , and tell me whether his. 
receits have not infinitely exceeded his dis-: 
burſements ; whether for any one gpad thing 
apo ys , he os not "_ we or 
TO iſpariry only in r,. bit much: 
mere jn waive, Gods works are poiſe, all he 
does for usHke tbe firſt hx days. prodytiong,. 
ore all very good, Genel. 1. butalace,pur very 
ngbteou] neſs is &4 filthy rags, Blat. 64, 6.. we. 
cr kim tbe hlingand ihe lame, Mal. 1. 9. a: 
&w yawning diow!ly projers perhaps, where-; 
| '$ ay: 
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in hehastheleſt share : rhe fuller current gf 
our thoughrs running rowards our ſecular&" 
Gnful concerns, We drop it may be aſcanyfv 
Alme,wherein'r is odds our vain-glory ſcran.|&" 
bles for a share with him 3 if it do nor wholly ſely 
ingroſsit. We fir an hour ar a Sermon , bu} 
tis rather to hear the wit or eloquence of the} We 
Preacher , then the Word of God, Like the| 6c 
dutler fort of animals , we like well ro hayeþvc 
our itchings cars ſcratchr but grow ſturdy an 
reſtive when we should do whar we are that 
tanght.. In a wordall our ſervices at thebe 
a:E miſerably maimed , and imperfect ; apt 
roq often corrupt and unſound. So that Gat 
may well opbraid us as he did 1{rae! , effgit |. V 
now to the Governour , will he be pleaſed Wi 'th 
17 > Malac. 1. 8. Theſe yery iniquities of yu 
holy things , are enough to defear all our pes, 
rences 10 any good fiom Gods hand : yer God 
knows this is much the beſt fide of us : *ris| 
ot every one that can make ſo fair an you 
rance as this amounts ro. Wairh many; there 
is no place ro complain of rhe blemishesof | 
their ſacrifices , for they offer none ; of 
whom yve may ſay in the yyords of rhe Pſal- 
miſt , God 5 n0t 22: alltheir thoughts , Pſalm y 
$©. 4. kT fear there yvant nor thoſe whodrive 
away the day ,the week. , nay the year, yvith- 
ent remembring in vvhoſe band their times, 
Pſalm: 3 x. IP. or paying him any ſolemn rm- 
bute of it 5 who enjoy the ſet ices of all > 


j 
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For cr eatures, withour conſidering that theirs 
more duc tothe ſupreme Lord: ina word, 
vho live as if they were abſolutly indepen- 
Tient ; had their exiſtence purely from them- 
'Felves, and had no Creator to. whom they 
owed rheir being or any conſequent duty. And 
Tire m:n who thus- diſcard themſelves from. 
| Gods family, have very lirtle realont0 ap. 2 
tbe proyilions of it; yer even ſuch.as theſe 
iL have the impudencetocomplain, if any thing, 
LY wanting tO their needs ( $hall I ſay ) or to 
leir lults 3- can ravingly profane Gods name 
[| in cheir unpariencies , which.they know not. 
' how ro ule intheir prayers: as if the Deity: 
| were conliderable in no other notion-, then. 
, that of their caterer or ſteward. 
[ 


4. If now we ſeriouſly reflect , wharcans 
| b& inore admirable then thatinfinir patience: 
| of God ; who nerwithſtanding the miſerable 
| nfirmities of the pious. and the leud con-: 
.| tempr ot the uwwpious, ſtill goes on reſolutly in: 
J his bounty. » and? continues 10 al} mankind: 
i ſame, and to ſome al his-remporal bleſſings ? 
f 
j 


| 

He has no obligation of juſticero Jo ſo-, for it. 
is no part of. his compact ; he has none of gra-- 
tude , for he is perpemually affronted and: 

-} difobliged. Surely we may well ſay with Darg 

:: vid, Is thy after the manner of men-, 0 Lord 24'mry 

| 3-Chron-19:47._Can the higheſt humane in<""** 


; | dulgence bear any proportien with his divine. 
; | Clemency ;. no certainly , no finite pauence 
| D 6. bur 
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bur would be exhauſted with the thouſand 
/part of our proyocations, 

5. But is not ourdealing roo as little after 
the manner of men > I mean of reafonable 
creatures: for us who have forteited our right 
toall , and yer by meer favour are ftill keptin 
the poſſeilion of many grear bletings : for us 
to pro mutinoyus , becaule there 1s perhaps 
ſomething more trifling which is denyed ws, | 
1s.ſuch a ſtupid ingratirude,as one would think 
unporible ro hwnane nature. Should a Te 
nant. with us have ar onee forfeited his leaſe 
and maliciouſly affronted his LandJord , he 
would fure think himſelf yery gemly dealt 
with, the were faftered ro-enjoy bur a parr of 


his firſt eſtate 5 bur we should think hum not | 


only infolent , but mad , whowhenthe whole 
were lefr him, should quarrel amdclamor , if 
he mightnor have his Cortage adorned with 
marble floors, and gilded roofs.. Yet atrhis 


wHd rate we behave our ſelves to- —_—_— | 


E.and-lord, srow' pettivh andangry-if we have 
Ot every thing: we car fancy , though- we en- 
joy many more-aſefu} , meerly by his indule 
gence.. And can there be any _ imagined 
more'unreaſonable > Lev us there 

forpiery, yetar leaſtro juſtifie our clayn-rora» 


ore-, 1f not | 


AY DOC WEE Ef 


- 


rt , be more mngerIous ;. Jet us not cone 
ſult oniy with our fond appetites, and be thus: 
perpermlly (olliciting their fatifaction >. 
markes ref. on. what renune we hold what 
We 


i we a4 wo 2 mrClca = 


d 
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we already have , even that of ſuperabundant 
mercy zand fear leaft hike inſolent beggars by 
the umpudence of our demands we diyert even 
that charity which was defignedius.. Inshorr 
ler every man when he computes. whar he 
wants of his defires., reckon as exactly how 
much he is shorr of hs duty : ant when he 
has duly pondered buth,he will rhink i a very 
mle compoſition. ro have rhe one unſup-. 
plied, ſo-he may have rhe other remured ; and: 
will ſee caufe conrentedly ro tit down and (ay 
with honeft Mephi ockath , what right have 1 


| tocry any more w#to the Kjng > 2.5anv. 19. 28. 


But if it be thus with us upon the meer ſcore 
of our nnperfections or omiſſions , whar an 


obnoxious ſtare do our innumerable attual 


fins put us in.> If the ſpors of our ſacrifices are 


| provoking, wharare our {acriledges and bold 


rofanations 7 If thoſe who.negledtorforger 
God are lifted among his enemies-,. whatare- 
thoſe who ayowedly.detye hyn.> Indeed, ha 
thar berly conſiders the Work: ,. and fees. 
how daringly the divine Majeſty is daily ab 
fronted: , cannot buc wonder thatrhe perverfi-- 


' ens of our manners, thoſe prodigies 1n mora-- 


liry, should notbe an withasgreatpro-- 
digies incalamity 100: ,. tharwe shoald ever 
have other ruine thenrharof Sedow.,. orthe- 


earch ſerve-us for: any other purpoſe rhen tg: 
| be, as ut was 10 Koreh 7 Nur 160 


our living 
> A-37%.45. 
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6. Nor is this longanimity of God obſer. 
yable only rowards the maſs and colletive 
. body of mankind, bur ro every manin parti 
cular, Whois there that if he ranſack his con» 
ſcience , $hall not find guikts enow to juſtifie 


God in the urmoit leverities towards him 2 (o | 
that how much (oever his punishmentsare |: 


Short of that , ſo much he evidently owes wo 
the lenity and compaſſion of God. And who 
is there that (uffers in this World the utmoſt 
that God can inflict > Wehaye agreat many 
ſuffering capacities, and if tho{e were all filled 
up tothe height , our condition would ſcarce 
differ from that of rhe damned in any rbing 
but duration. But God is more merciful; 
and neyer inflicts at that rate on us here. Eyes 
y mans experience can tell lum , rhar God 

iſcharges nat his whole quiver at once upon 
him bur exemprs him in many more parti- 
culars rhen he afflicts him ;-and yer the lame 
experience will probably tell moſt ot us , that 


weare not ſo modeſt in our aflaults upon God, 


w'eattacque himin all his concerns (as far as 
our teeble malice canreach) in his Soveraign- 
ty»in his honour, in his relatives ; nay, ſome» 
um.s in his very eſlenccand being. 
they are univerlal: in reſpec 
in regard of- our ſelves: we engage all our 


powers in this war » donot only yreld ( asthe | 
ſpeaks) aur members infliruments of | 
unrighteouſmeſs 4, Rom, 6.18, but yye _ | 
Bia. > = ein. 
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pect ofhim., ſo alſo 
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l &t.V. Of our Demerit towards God. $8 


them upon the ſeryice of ſenſual and vile 


e | Juſts, even beyond our native propenſions. 


Nor are onely rhe members of our , bur 
the taculries of our ſouls allo thus employed : 
our underſtandings are bulied tirſt in con- 


. rriving fins, and then excuſes and diſguiſes 


| for them 3 our wills are yer more ſturdy re- 


bels , and when the underſtanding is bear 
our of all its out-works, yer ſullenly keep 


their hold in ſpighr of all convition; and 
- our. affections madly rush on like the borfe 


into the batiel, Jerem. 8. 6. deterred by no- 
thing of danger , ſorhere be bur fin enough in 
the attempr, 

7. And now with what face can people that 
thus purſue an boſtility , expeQ rhar itshoul& 
not be ,returnedto them ? Does any man de- 
nounce war and yet expect from his adverſa» 


ry all rhe caretles , rhe obligements of friend- . 


ship 2 Selt-detence will prompr even the mec- 
kelt nature ro deſpoil his enemy ar leaſt of 


* thoſe rhings which he uſes ro his annoiance ; 


and if God should grve way evenrto thar low- 
eft degree of anger, where or what were we> 
For fince we employ our wholeſelyes againſt 


him, nothing bur deftruction can avert our in» 


juries. Bur *t is happy for us we haverod3 
with one vyvho cannot fear us, vvho knows 


the impoteace of our wild artempts., and lo 


allayes his reſeatmenr of our inſolence , with 
his pity of gur follies, Were it not for.rhis 


The Arrof Contentmenr. © ® 
we Should nor be letrina poſſibility ſooſew 
iterate our provocations, Evcry wicked img 


pu_— and black defign > would be at once} 


efeared: and: puntshrby intatuationand fren. 
Zy : every blaſphemous Arheittical ſpecch 
would whither che rongue like that arm of 
Feroboam which he itrercht againlt the Pro» 
phet » EKings 13. 4. and cvery impious at 
would like the prohibited retrofpect o: Lay 
Wife , fix us perpetual monuments of divine 
Vengeance. 

8. And then how much.do we oweto the: 
mercy and commilcration of our God, thar he 


ſuffer not has Whole diſpleaſure zo ariſe , Pſalm: | 


78. 3g; that he abates any thing ofrhar juſt 
ſeverity he might uſe towards us > He thar is. 
condemned to the Gallows, would rhink it a 
me:cy roſcape withany inferior penalty: why 
have we then ſuch mean rhoughts of Gods. 
Clemency , when. he defcends ro ſuch low 
eompokitions with us ,. corrects us ſo lightly, 
as if *t were only niatter of ceremony. = pune- 
Qtilio ,. the regard of his honour, ratherthen: 
theexecurion of his wrath ? For alace, ler hin: 
a usthat isthe moſt innocent, and undee- 
Greokp afflicted.» muſter up his fins and ſutle-- 
rings, and he will ſee a wikinequelity : and 
( had he nat other grounds of aflurance ); 
would. be almoſt tempted ro rhink thoſe were 
£0r. the p0voking cauſe , they are {0 unp10-- 
an  anſyyexed, He 4 


— 


ect. V. Of our Demerit towards God. $3 
The inſtances , and is punisht in few; he fins 
{habitually and perpetually , and ſuffers rarely 
[and ſeldom : nay , perhaps he has ſomerimes 
'[finned with greedine\s, and yet God has pu- 
| nisht with regret and reluQtancy , How sbal[ 1 
| gve thee up , O Ephraim? Hol. 11.8. And 
| whenall thele diſparities are conſidered , we 
| multcerrainly joyn heartily in Exr45 cOnfeſſi- 
00, Thou, O God;has punisht us leſs then our int= 
| quitzes deſerve, Ezra 9. 13. | 
9. Nay, beſides all our antecedent , we 
haye after guiltsno leſs provoking , I mean 
our unyracious repinings at the light chaſtiſe- 
ments of our former fins , our our-crycs upon 
my licrle uncalineſs, which may juſtly cauſe 
| God to turn our whips into ſcorpions : and 
according as he rhreatned 1ſraeh Ley, 26-18, 
lopwrigh wa yet ſerentim's more. And yeteven 
is does not 1unmediately exa'perate him. 
The Iews were an inſtance how long he could 
| bear with a murmuring generation, bur cer- 
tainly we of rhis nation are a greater : yet let 
| ws nor be bigh-minded but fear , Rom.,,11.20. 
| for we ſce arlattthe doom fel] heavy though 
| twas protracted : a ſuicce!lion Of nuraculous 
| judgements. purſued thoſe nurmurers, lorhar 
| not One of them entered Cangan. And *tis 
4 very obſeryable that whereas to orher ſins 
| Gods denunctarions are in Scripture conditio- 
nal and reverſible ; this was abſolure and 
bound with an oath , He ſwarein bs __ 
| t 


1 


| 


81 The Anof Contentment.  ' Jet 
that they ghoull not enter into hs reſt, Plal.gy[apic 
11. And yer if wecompare the hardshipsdyz ri 
the 1[rae.ues in the wilderneis with moſtghyg, 
our ſufferings , we shall be torced,to confekjyer, 
onr mutinies have leſs remptation » and conls pert 

fa 


quently telsexcuſe. From whence *r is ve 
realonable to tnfer, as the greatneſs of our day 
Yer 1f we perſi o the preatneſs of Gay qhir 


ohg-ſuffering rowards us, who yer allowsw'\jn; 
ſpace to reform :-ant fure new complaint|exe 
ound very ul from us, whoare lyable to ma 
' ſevere an account for our old ones. I fear Bo 
"moſt refigned perfonsof us will upon recolld} gii 
'Ation find, rhey haye upon one occafiona] nu: 
other our-vied rhe' number of the Iſraelit 
murmures : therefore unleſs we vvill emulat] ft 
them in their plagues , let us fear to addon th 
r.ore;teft rharmake up rhe fatal ſum,andrete| ſo 
der our deftrudion rreyocable.- - | b 
- 10. Upon all theſe confiderations it ap-| fc 
pears, how little reaſon any of us have tore] o 
pine ar our heavieſt preſſures ; but rhere is ye D 
a farther circumſtance ro be adyerred to am] x 
is r00 applicable ro many of us , thar is » tha| þ 
our {ins are not only the conſtant merirorious| þ 
cauſe of our ſufferings, bur rhey are alſo very| c 
ofren the inſtrumental cauſe alſo; and pro-| þ 
duce rhem nor only by way of retaliation } 
{ 
| 


God, bur by a natiral efficacy. Solomon tells 
us he thar /oves Pleaſure shall be a poor man, 
and that 4 whorish woman Wil briny a manu 

a pit 


.V. Of our Demerit towards God, $5 


i&[#prece of bread, Pro.6. 26. that be that ſits long 
oat the wine 5hall bave redneſs of eyes, Chap.23. 
129» 30- tha? the ſloati f..l ſoul shall ſuffer hun- 
ger, 19, 15. andallthele not by immediate ſu- 
6 pernatural infliction from God,bur as the pro- 
" mn genuine effects of thoſe reſpectiye vices. 
| 


deed, God in his oryinal eftablishment of 
Q things,has made ſo cloſs a connexion between 
W'fin and punishmentr, that he is not often pur to 
exert his power inany extraordinary way, but 
| quay *truft us to be our own Lyctors, ow own 
&| Pack-ſlid gs reprove ws, ]cr.2. 19. and otur ini- 
b quitres are of rhemſelyes enough to become our 
| we, ExX&T18. E=eftic 18.30. 
il 11. {t may thereforebe aſeaſonable que- 
tl! fon for every manto pur to himſelf, whether 
f| the rroubles he labours under be not of this 
» ſort ; whether the poverty he complains of, 
be not the effect of his riot and profuſion, his 
*| ſloarh and negligence > whether when he cries 
*| out that hs comeli:.eſs s turned into corruption, 
[| Dan. 10. 8. he may not anſwer himſclt , char 
I! they are his viſits to the harlors houſes, which 
| have thus made —_— enter into hrs bones, 
| Hab. 3. 16, wherher when he is beſerwith 
|] contentions , and has wounds withoutcanſe, 
| be have not tarried long at the wine ; when 
he has 1o!t his friend , whether he haye nor 
by ſome treacherous wourd , Ecclei, 22. 22. 
forced him to depart : or when helies un- 
der infamy , wherher ir bz nor onely rhe 
| Echo 


86 The Arr of Comentment. 4 
Echo of his own ſcandalous crimes. If te},c.; 
find it rhus with him , certainly his mourhy]ra 
ſopr,and he cannot without the moſi deſings, n 
nuous unpudence complain of 2 iy buthulg.. 
ſelf, He could nor be ignorant that (uch 

effects did naturally atrend fuch cauſes, anl|gaj: 
therefore if he would take rhe one , he multl;c11 
take the orher alſo. No manure Can be [yh 
mad, as to think God should work wirade| qe 
(diſunire thoſe things which nature hath con| yr 
joyned) only that he way fin at eaſe , hayedl|g| 
the beſtial praties he can project , and none] 6, 
of the con oquect {marr.We read indeed Cale 
divided the fea, bur it was romuake the wayfe| o 
. #he ranſomed of the Lord topaſs over , Ilai.2p\g 
+ 19. thoſe who were his owo people,and wem| y 
11 at his command ; bur when they were ſear | 
red, we find the waters immediately returned| g 
tO : heir channel , and overwhelmed rhe Egy:- | is 
prtians » who yentured without the ſame wat-| y 
rant. And {ure the cauſe is alike here » when | 1 
any man can produce Gods mandate for him 
to run into all exceſs of riot , to deſecrare the 
Temple of the boiy Ghoit, and make & is body 
the member of an harlot, 1 Corinth, 6.15. ina 
word when 'God bids him do any of thoſe 
things, which God and good men abhor,then | 
and not before he may hope he mar» {ever ſuch 
acts from their native penal effects: fortill | 
then ( how profule ſoever ſome Legendary | 
ftories repreſent him ) he will certainly never 
ſo beſtozy his miracles. 12.. But 


xt. V. Of our Demerit towarar 501. 
12. Bur Lear upon ſcrutiny there will ap- 
be pear a yer farther circumſtance upon which ro 
8:rraign our murtinies : for though it be unrea- 
lonable enough to charge God with the ill 
fs of 0:1r own lewdaels, yet *r is a higher 
tomurmur, becaule we haye not mate- 
Migals to be wicked enough. And this I fear 
the caſe with roo many of us , whothough 
llthey are nor ſo deſpoiled by their ſins,bur that 
&| they can keep up rheir round of vicious plea- 
i» fares, yer are diſcomented, becauſe they think; 
Ul ſome others haye them more exquilite, think 
ie] their vices are not Gentile enough,unleſs they 
od be very expenſive , and are coverous only thax 
#| hey may be more Luxurious. Theſe are ſuch 

s t. fames ſpeaks of, Who «5k,amiſs;that they 


| 

| may conſume 18 upontber luſts, James 4.3. and 

y lure INES __ 15 one 
the bay pieces Y. any man 

ſ* | in his wits rell another he will cur his throar, 

- | nd rhenexpe<t heshould furaish him-with a 

1 | knife for it > And yetro this amoum our mur- 

p mu:s againſt God , for his not giving us rhoſe 

ly 

a 

e 

n 

1 

l 

ſ 


; 


| quifirion in his own breaſt, both in this an1 
theformer particulars ; and I doubr nor, if 
he do ir yvith any ingenuity and gy 
c 


| 


bY The Arr of Comtemtment. w_ 
he will be abundantly conyinced thar for hi] — 
few mites of obedience he payes to G32d , hel, 
receives talents of mercies ( even temporal } 
from him: and that onthe other fide, tha} 
God as much underpayes his ins , as he oyer.| 
payes his ſcrvices : by which God does ſuth. 
ciently arreſt how little he delights in owſ-\ 
attiction, how gladly he rakes an light occa|. 
ſion of carefſing and cherishing , and oyer/a" 
Skips thoſe of punishing us. Which ſurgf<? 
ought ro' make us conyerr all our diſpleaſure” 
againſt our fins, which extort thoſe Cs 
ſeyeriry from him, ro which his nature 1s moſt ſ 
averſe. And here indeed our reſentments car-| 
not be roo ſharp,, bur towards God or fitteſ q 


addre(s will be in the penitenrial form ofthe] 
Prophet Daniel, 0 Lord, to us be/onge!h confi 
feon of face, but to the Lordour God belong mer- for 
cies and for,aveneſs , though we bave rebelled @\* 
gainft him, Dan, 9.8,9. Andas hisuſticeiswo|® 
be revered 1n his inflictions, 1o is his'wiſdom s 
alſo,in ſo di'poſing ofeyents roparricular per-|? 
ſons , as' may beſt-conlift with the univerſal : 
Occonomy and managery ofthe World , the 
conſideration whereof 15 the defign of rhe next 
Section. | | | 


» 


'F SECT. VI. 


M Of Gols general Propidence. 
= -W. Hen God made the univerſe, h-inten- 
a 7 ded nor only to glorihc himielfinone 
qranfient at of his power, and then leave this 
ralpreat and wonderful production of his , asthe 
elOfrich her eggs in the wilderneſs, Lam, 4+ 3, 
of|þur having drawn it oatotirs firit Chaos , he 
fcured it from returaing thither again, b 
eſtabliſhing as a due {ſymmetry of parts, fo al- 
paregular order of motion. Hence iris thar, 
the ” omlns have thar conſtant reyolurions,” 
the Earth its ſucceflion of dereriminage ſeas 
ſons , animals their alrernare co.rſe of genes 
ion and corruption : and by this wiſe'O-:c0: 
nomy , the World after fo many thouſand 
ears, ſeems ſtill in its ſpring and firft beauty: 
bucic had been in vain'to have th'is ſ*Card the 
defetion of the creatures » if man ſof whoſe, 
fake they were made had been excluded f. on 
this care, His faculty of reaſon vyould 
haye made him bur the more: fatal inſtry- 
ment of confafion , and raughrhim'the more 
compendious wayes of diſturbing the world. 
Job compares him 70 the wild aſſes colt, Job 
[11. 12. which rakes its range'withour ad- 
'yerting to any thing of the common! _ 
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90 The Artof Contentment. 
God has therefore doubly hedged in rhism men 
ruly creature, made a fence of laws about hin[jgx 
(borh narural and poſitive) ahd beſides hastare; 
ken himinto the common circle of his providgty 
dence,(o that he,as well as the reſt of the crev|Hof 


non, has his particular ſtarion aſſigned hin\gye 


and thart not only in reference to other cres| feel, 
rures , bur himſelf; has put adifferencebg jp 1 
tween one man and another , ordained ſeyer 
ranks and Claiſes of men, and endowed then tn 
vvith ſpecial and appropriate qualificatid jc 
_ for rhoſe ſtations yyhercin he has ſa] 1 
em. 
2. This, asit is vvork of infinite wiſden| 5 
in God, fo it is of unſpeakable advantage yy. 
men. Without this regular diſpoſure , the] 3 
vvorld yvould haye been 1n the ſame confuſion] 
vyhich vve read Fo ar rhe hoſt es = wy ( 
mites, every mans {word againſt his fellow, Hh 
5.22 Neching but farce could determine Jo W 
should do, or enjoy any thing ; andeventba{il 
decifion Alſo vyould haye been repelable bya|*", 
greaer force: fo rhat yye have all reaſonta|y 
confeſs the urtiliry of that order God has ſe a 
vg men : and even he that bears the lows 17 
eſt and molt deſpicable place in ix, is certainly nh 
infinitely more happy by contributing tothat|zt 
neral -Harmony , rben he could be inanfge” 
Niago of dior. :: 
3. Were this now well conſidered , me 
thinks it should filence all our complaints, and; 
menf* 


Set. VI. ' Of Gods general Providence. @1 
men sbauld not be ſo vehemently concerned 
#n wharz part Of the ſtructure it pleaſes the 
pear Arnie ro pur them: for every man 
to look ot himſelf, only. as aſinall parcel of 
[thoſe marerials which God 1s ro putinto forn«. 
[Eyery ftone is not fit for the corner, nor every 
etle rafter for the main beam : rhe wiſdom of 
the Maſter builder is alone to derermine.thax. 
| And flite there cannot be a more vile con- 
| empr of rhe diyine wiſdqme then rodiſpute 
tis choice. ' Had God wildame enough ta 
| contrive this yaſt and heauriful fabrick , and 
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92 The Art of Contentment. - 2.20% 
batt, and caceth for all alike, Wiſd,6.7. Heal wh: 
the common farker of mankind, and diſpgſe 
on = ot tick advants pe of rhys 

fart] ly Gs ; Hot all the imp: paTient crav 
of a Yn MI that shal! ks himre 
from his delign'd method. We 3 are apr eno 
F am ſure, totaxir'hor only as a weakneſs, | 
dhjuftice tooin;a'Ptince,when heingul 
_—_ oa private favorite to rhe oy 


SF 

Wh 
allvanjage;' yet ſo unequilare we, oo is 
rmymur*: at God for nor doing t thats W ic 
friembir ar oveh for doing. | mo 

5. Befidesa man isto, conſider , that 54 t/ 

men have the ſame appetites uf with himſelf, ] [| me! 
he diſlikean uferior ſtare ," wh ould ben Ihr 
thing others do ſotpo > atidthen as the; 


nan ſpeaks; poſe 7 Oe Nx the Lord 1. of 
Ecclef. 34,34; BP earinfolence inme ds 


to exp 3 IO ee be more concery| & 
ro humor tie,therithoſemultitudes of others by 
who haverhefame defires. Ahd the moreik 
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| what he has 5 how thenshall one partof rhe 
| World be fapplicd without rhe diminution 6f 
the orher ,*unlefs there.should be as miracit-' 
loas a maltiplicarisrrofryeafore for mens aya- 
|rice 4 as there was of Loaves for the? hunger. 
| Marth. 16.9: It wasa good anfwer which the 
| Ambatladors of an oppreſt Province madero 
1| &n0zy , If FOEMperor, thotrwilchayedou- 
| ble raxes from us,thou mult help us to double! 
| Springs andHatvelts, Ani fure God niuſt 
| hear the expenceof 4gew Creariou, make tis 
| adouble 'World', if heshouldoblige himſelf 
t| o' ſatisfy all! rhe” unreaſonable apperites of 
[| mety: andifihe {Aisfy/norall; why Should any! 
cutarperſorwok that his alone#tiould be! 
| ed £02001! ; Bo IQ 27211999. 1 
| 26:-Yerasunreaſonableas iris; the moſtof 
| 8'do betray. fuch/aperſaſion. -'!Nomarvis 
| ffconteateetharchere are lower } as-well as. 
| tpher in the*World., thatthere are 


poor as well as rich;b.ucall{enfibÞ- mer afent 
icfrneſs off te yerifithenicles happen 
| Sbeſd inthelower form,,xhey &celairtvas if 
fl fie iphiblet order. of the World were: ſubyers 


* 
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us to, put in Cayears and exceptionsonay 
own behalf, as David didon his: ions, Scethet |, 
thou hurt not the yottreg man Abſolom > 2:Sami;h,1 
18.15, 35 if God were t9:manage: the go4 bi; 
verninent of the World witha particulars |, 
gard dag” wow + and were like tha 
AA Sadom, Genel. 19-22; I0 ds nothing is 
had got ingo Zoars had ourdraxands 
ro US. {1; 
2k would indeed aſtonizh convetingls, 
Nan to ſee, thar ralchough theconcerns of wail ver 
are all-diſpoled by an unerring Wiſdom |, and 
acknowledged by themſelyesto be ſoyer tha |you 
ſcarce any mans pleaſed, .Thearuthis:,v = 
hae: grneanly: 1m us the worſer part; ofthe [j.1 
— ersprinciple, and though we canvas 's 
behold mulwtidesbelow vs,yet 
are imp heaven ira 
Foot (ro ule the pm funile) complaint |, 
«35 not the hayd,, prbarty ger oa hex 
awkG Carint. 1215.26: vg low |] 
moſt,burjhe highrtrenhs of neo aewaldlys[1,; 
if there be any one Rep;ahove thew: : Naj 8] of 
unportunate 49 Ta pay nd jy ne A——— al 
x0 | 


{amenare. forced wil ay 
aw or | Shadows. " Herbs po hy 
ance-in, cyl ye E 
efipits! ngVenlegnong 
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Tet. VI. Of Gods gener 2l Providence. of 
They make it greater » and- fink even beloiy 
{her firſt ſtate by their ridiculous profuſion. 
ſadeed the world ſeems to be ſo over-run with 
'Hhis vanity , that rhere is little viſible diſtinRi- 
l os and one had need po to the He- 
aids ofhce to know mens qualines , for nei- 
ler their habit nor. equipage do now adayes: 
Ukform us with any certainty. 
|. 8 Bur by all rheſe irappears that men look 
m:bemſelyes only as finyle perſons, withow: 
[rference to the community whereof they are 
[rembers. For did they conſiderthar , they 
1yould endeayour rather ro become the places 
Ilshercin rhey were ſet , by doing rhe duties 
ſelonging tothem , then be perperually pro- 
Irting for a change. A tree that iseve:y 
[rar rrarſplanted will never bear fruit , and a 
[amd that is alwayes hurried from its proper 
ation, will ſcarceeyer do good in any. This 
Ilsexcellently expreſt ro us by Solomon , As a 
[Wd hat Wandereth from his neſt ,*ſo is a man 
Ilhet wandereth from his place, Prov.27.8.” T is 
Maly to divine the fare of thoſe young ones 
Ifom. whom the dame wanders , and *tisas 
ay ro gueſs how rhe duries of that place will 
izperformed , whoſe ownerisalwayes upon 
wing and making towards anorher. | wish 
ke had nor too coltly experiments borh in 
Church and State of the truth of this obſerya- 
wm. Alace , we forger that vye are all ſer- 
Rats to rhe ſame Maſter, andtharhe is 10 ap=- 


K ? poINr 
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point in what ofice we shall ſerve hint. Hoy - 
Should we like it in any of our own families, F.. 
10 have an inferior officer leave his work wb; 
done, becauſe he has more niind ro be Major- | 
Domaz Yet this infoletice we every day repete[*, 
towards God, fullenly diſpute his ordets, and oY 
unte's we may chufe our own employmemy|,. 
will do norhing. ore fon 
vo. *T'is evident this perverſe temper of 
rankind breeds a great dea) of miſchief and 
diſturbance in. the World, but would breed 
arranr confuſion & ſubrerlion,if it were ſuff6 
red to bayeirs full range. If Godpermithut|5; 
one ambitious ſpirit ro break looſe in an age 
as the inſtrument of kiswrarh , what deftru-[; 
Etion does it oftcn-tiwmes wake > How does 
it cauſe the whole ca;th to trem[le; and shake 
K ingdems, as is faid of Nebuchadiezzar, Iſai, 
14. 16. and way be {aid of n:any otFersof 
thoſe whole-ſale robbers who have dignified 
the trade > Bur if every aufpiring humour 
<hould be as proſperous , whcre wonld it find 
facl ro maintain Cn tlamc 2 No doubt every[; 
age produces men of as unbounded defires | fg. 
Alexander or Ceſar, but God giyes them not 
the ſame opportunities ro rrouble rhe World. |; 
And according}y inthe wore perry amburions 
of private men he often orders 1t ſo, rhatrboſe 
joaring minds can find no benign gale ro help 
their mounting. He thar {et abounds rothe 
ſea, ſaying , hitherto hal? thou come ard no - 
ther, 


&t.VT..1. Of Gods yeneral Providence. gp 
1. lier , 4nd though the-waves thercof toſs them- 
elves, yer.can they not:prev.au{, though they roay 
" tet ca72 they nor. paſs-over, Jerem.5.22- docs allo 
Flieprets the: twelling pride of men-/, hangs 
" db25:a1d7 weights upon them thar they caue 
*|wrriſe co their affected heighe. *1 For though 
|we-are\all willing ro forgecit , yet God re- 
b laembers' that he is. the Rector of the Uni- 
xrieand-will «Nlert his Dominion. Theſubri- 
gt centaivance cannot eircumventhin ;; re 
volt daring, prexendercanporwreſtany thing 
a of-bis.hand', the Lord:will ſtill be:Kings 
ihe people;never ſo impatient , Plalm 99, 1; 
Twill therefore {ure be as well'our prudence 
$our-duty to be ſtz/l, and know tha? he 5 Gon) 
Mah 46. oy: with.an ire ent yan Of 
ar own yvilsacquiricen bis , aud not by 11+ 
#tive' {truplings-provoke , I ale 
bre never ro fubdye. : We may like unmana- 
horſes foie and fret , but ſtill God has 
bridle 11 our. jawes, and we cannatad- 
ce aitep farther then he.permits 8.) Why: 
dou we then. creare torment'to.qur ſelves: 
'0ur repining$, which onely fets-us far- 
from our aims... ?'Þ 15 Gods declared me- 
|bod-ro exair the lowly ,-and*r js abſervable 
| the firſt rwo-Kings of Iſrael vyho vvereof 
Gods: immediate eſeCtion,.;tharbeſurprited 
tem. yvich rhar dignity vyhen they vvcrea-- 
ur: mean; and hiwnble employment ,-rhe 
me-{earching_ hisjfarhers Afſes;, rhe orher. 
| « + EY keepinz 


_——=»— oo +9 oY Ee ta =, 


hd at _ ——_ m—_—_ na ry - 


98 —_ The Artof Conterwnent, . | 7.7 *Þ'Sec 
keeping this fathers sheep : and vyould menþ/1ta 
honeſtly and diligently exerciſe themſelvesin| "# 
the bufine's of their proper calling , rhey| {a 
might perhaps find it amore dire& road | ie 
adyancement ., then all rhe finifter arts by| 
which ambitious men--tndeavonr ro climby| d* 
Solomon fersit down as arr Aphoriſin, ſet tha| 5! 
a man diligent in hic buſineſs, \be chall ſtand w| © 
fore Kings , be challaotfland before v1eun wing | 9! 
Prov, 22. 29. Bur whetherit happea-ro hi | 
that effet-or no., 'irivalÞhaven baner:þ fork | T1 
will {weeten his/pref6ntcondivion!, diveer tis | ©! 
mind from. marmous" reflections ow. othy | #" 
mens height , and his own lovwneſs,, for'ti |” 
commonly met) who nnd nor their yyort | © 
that are at. ſo.nvachleiſure to g120s - He thi | 
carefully plies. his own bufinets will-have his | © 
thoughts more; eoneentred, ': And:doubfleh be 
is no {mall happineſsro have cher fo , fot | 
* 8 theat padding £00 much abroad , look 
on other mens conditions , that ſends thai w 
back (like Dinah dcttowred }.to. put. all it |M 
an apr1&ararhome. ' The ſon of Syrah ſpeals 
with vranfporration of theltirte eyen of hin 
rhat labours and is- content , a1: calts: 1148: 
ſweet lift, Fcclet. 40.18: And centainly*ts 
inFnirely more fo rhen thar'of rhe preateſt 
Prince whole mind {wells beyond his rem- 
10. Uponall-theſe confiderarions ircannot 
bur appear very reaſonable that we-should/PÞ 


leave | 
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Tet. VI. Of Gods general Providence, 0g: 
leave God ro govern.the World , nor be put- 
{ting in like the ſons of Z\bedec for rhe higheſt 
| ſears 5 bur contenredly reft our ſelves where 
| he has placed us , nll his providence (not our 
| own defigns) adyanceus, 'We can no where 
| be {0 obſcure as robe hid from his eyes 3 who 
| 35 he vajued rhe widows mire above rhe great 
| eblations of the rich , ſohe will no leſs gract- 
;| ouſly accept the bumble endeavours of the 
| mean , the:1 the more eminent ſervices of rhe 
| mighty ; kimſclf having declared , that he ac- 
z | (eprs accerdizg to what a man hath,and not ac- 
y | cordizrg 20 What be bath not,2 C or. 8.12. ſo that 
[lu whar rank ſoevera man is ſet , he bas ſtill 
; | the ſame opportunity of approving hituſelf re 
; | God :. and though 1n the eye of the World he 
$| tc a vellcl of dishonor, yer in ecny when: 
z | God comes to make up kis Fewels, Mal. 3.17; 
4 | here will be ancther eſtimate made of him- 
y [#0 regularly moyesin his own ſphere, And 
7 | We he tharſirs down in this acquieſcence is a 
4 |Kppier man , then be thar enjoys thegreateſt 
{ 

f 

4 


$ | worldly ſplendor : bur infinitly mere ſo rhen 
$ | who nnpariently coyets bur cannot atrais: 
; | hem zfor ſuch a man purs himſelf upon a per- 
$ |ſetual rack , Keeps his apperites up at the ut- 
; [volt itrerch , and yer has nothing wherewith 
- |v fausfie rbem, Let rherefore our eaſe if not 
+ (our ary prompe us toacquueſcence, anda: 
c lubmiſſion ro Gods diſpofalls, rowhich 
44ve haye yet a farther inducement from thar: 
e |' E 5 dciftint 


100 The Arr of Contentmen. 


diſtinct care he harh over eyery mans pecy- 
liar , by which he proportions ro him what is 


really beſt for him ; of which we are farther to | 


conſider in the nexr Section. 


OO — 
Us 


SECT. V11. 
Of Gols particular Providence. 


I. I T is the imperfection of our finitens 

* ture that we cannot at once attend rodt- 
vers things, bur the more yenement our inten- 
tion is Upon one , the greater is our negleCtof 
the reſt, But G-ds infinity cannot be bour- 
ded; his eyes at once ſee, and' his providence 
at ohce orders all the moſt diſtant and diſp# 
rate things in the World. He is nor ſuchan 
61 tre ge Deity , as to ſequeſter himſel| 
wholly ro-the enjoyment of his own felicity, 
and ro: deſpiſe rhe concerns of poor mortals; 
bur rhough he have his dwelling ſo high, yet be 
humbleth himſelf to behold the things tn heaves 
and earth', Plalm 113. 5. Nor does his provi- 
dence confin> it ſelf r> the more fplendid and 


oreater: parts of mug , the condutt of 
u 


Empires. and States , bur it deſcends to the 


lowelt parts of his crearion , ro the fow!s of 


the air,ro the /fjes of the field ,, andthe ſure 
out Saviours inference as to mankind1s jrre- 
fragable , Are ye'not much better then they? 


Marth. 6. 26. If a Spartow (as WETTED 
| re}1s 


> ov em woo te i. V5 
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tells bis ayes ) can nor fall ro the ground 
without Gods particular "gotichy ſurely no hu- 


mane creature $lels cop bag to himz'na If, 
1 


four very hairs 3 are nuwbred;V 7&cannor thi! 
the excreſcence js of more, value then the 
ſtocks. bur,cauſt conclude that God wirh a par- 
ticular advertence watches ovef the concerns 

of every man. :._- 

2. Now Gol. being | inf nitly good', cannox 
thus attend us. .yooſ any infidious deſign of 
He us. mi'chict : he watches oyerus 5 a 
can, not a8 aſpy; and direCts hisobſerya- 
4 ro the more ſealonable adapuing his bene- 
hts.; And as he is Al gracious it ; deſigning 
WQur [advantage ſo he js. no leſs wiſein contri 
fing 1t, things ys the Wiſentan aye) hat 
un Io for all men, tccl.37. 28. Indeed po-- 
thing 15.abſohaly good bur God 7” all created 
things ; e5: ng or ill.inreference to thar to 
Tue2 5 applyed. Meatisgood , but 
Hank ed Pe Lis not only na ayſeous 
foe 2 Dy. 1s good, but it pur in 
onel y burns our cloaths bur 
0g Naban: wiſdom directsthe 
why applicaionof theſe an the like ,!ſo rhe 
reme and diyine orders events according: 

+ ion Ww Pi Ae. concerned ; 


SLObe7 4; an dif! 

nw vio ctanh 4, nes Will 
BY anus, bit Yes ho know neither 
our x ſdyes nor them >, can make bur random: 
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'Tes , and worſe chioices.” And ſure herha 
Toes b os thiis; i in the mo acknowledge 
rovidence ok nefs and wiſdome 
oo OE h who does not ) has 
a ſufficient amulet apainit all his follicirudes, 
much more his repimngs: He cannotthink 
he ſuffers unavares rohum who ſees alrhirigs, 
pe cnn, think Porn ſulerings $iool . 
r_ 111 ro him aute tney are 
him whointends and projeQts his ; No 
can he fear thoſe intentions can miſcarry, 
whick are guided by an GL 
wiſdom, and backr by an uncontrolable 
er., Andſure this is as the Apoltle ſpeaks, 4 
6. 18. Strang pe, if We Wou dbur duly 
apply it. : 
; Yet becauſe general notions do oſtth 
makebur light 1 ul ookhoging ir nay not 
be anulſs OEke a "little more inſpet peCtion, and 
to obſerye how applicable they arc nel 
yeral kinds of our Fi omen,” 
tnay be reduced to two'; fot Liter dns 
frauble( at the wayt of fonethi ye hai 
or at the ſuffering of ſomething ve vvo 
avert ; fo that the two nocians, of pi 
ol iuve » iyjgle | between them all our 


+ Tit lh ati ſe 56 hoal hi wok 
upye + For - Le as fir 
- wore heath rettenſion 
Rnewaat they want, rhet fromthe ſinartof 


any 
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1nv thing they feel. And indeed whilſt our 
defies are {o' vagrant and exorbirant , they 
yill-be-fure to furnish marrer enough for our 
diſcontenrs: Bur certainly there 18 notin rhe 
World fach a charm for them , as the confi- 
d&ration thar God is more wy'e to diſcern;and 
mote careful ro provide whar-1s really good 
for” as then yve our ſelves. ' We poor pure- 
blind-crearures look onely on the ſurface of 


| things}, and if we ſeeabeamitul appearance, 
| fornewhar thar invitesonr ſenſes, we coart it 


with the urmoſt earneſtneſs; but God perie- 


| trares- deeper , he ſees tothe botrom both of 


mo _ things we _— and finds often 
they may pleale our tire, 
they al frat Health!) and will adutere 
pie them to us , rhen a careful father will to 
is child rhoſe gilded poiſons he cries for.Per- 
haps rhrs man ts taken with the enchanting 
mulick of fame » likes not his own obſcure 
arion;bor would fairt preſent himſelf upon a 
e pablick Theater ,comeintorkeeye and 
Ford/of the World ; bur how Intle toes /he 
know How he shallllact his partthere z whe- 
ther he hall come off-wirh ' a' plandire or a 
hifs : He may tender: hunſef butthemore 
_ etade of fodrn;or Hhicdo nor thar, 
en#y by & better ſuceelt feed up his yain 
bry , tolſyhabuik;} as may'render him too 
reat's Weight Tor that: toreering] pinnacle: 
Whereon he ſtands : and ſoafrer he has made 
OS Þ 7 a tows 


> 


104 + The Artof Contentment, 


a trowring circle , he may tall back with mote 
1gnowiny: £0 Is, firſt po:nt..., Another xs 


be no lels,eagerly-defires wealth , thinks 4 


once C: ſug did) that he thar, abounds intrea- 
ſure cannor be empry ot felicity ; bat alace, 
how knows he how heshall employ-u2 There 
are Wo CONtrary, LenpLations that attend 
riches ; riots, \and coyetouſnets ;_ and he is lure 
a little rgo contdent that dares progu{cihims 
felt that when there js,{uch odas againſt hun, 
he $hall certainly chule the one putt mean; 
and if he do not , he does only inflame his acy 
count at the great Audit, Bcfides , the more 
wealth he has, the fairer boory heis:9:he 
avarice Cf others, and it. has becn gftey leen, 
thar- many a man had nag diedfo poor , it. be 
had. lived leſs rich.., ; Another pezhaps uupks 
not hinvelt ſo much ro want wealth aschil- 
dren to heir 1t ,. and complains with .AF.bra- 
ham , Lprd.what Wilt ton grue. me \,{ecyrg ] go 
childneſs 41, Genel, 15,.2,; yer. bow ,knows 
whetherghat child be ſo much: defies all be 
« 'wifemgnoor a fool, Ecclel. 2:19.: a:comton 
or'a, yexation. to himfe}f it he. veto lee his 
proof> and -if he do-nox,, he does byr proje& 
tor ;an{:ace>ſs_ ro; his dying cares..19 yyhat 
hands191eaye Ding«;:R2 fallicirgd this ſas 
tigfaction: wah Fond HB et or £896 
ane children.&« 1; dier Genel. 30:2. and "risob- 
ſeayable,thatthegram of her wish proyed the 
loſs of herlife,;;. CI 51:5 * ahnatl 3c nou 
TO) i 5.. Thus 
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5. Thus in theſe and innumerable other 11- 
ſtances we drive on blind-fold,and yery often 


{ mpetuouſly purſue that w hich would ruine 


xs :_ and were Gold as short-h1ghtcd as wes 
mo what wy $pp Should we minurely 
hurry our ſelyes > or were hc ſounkind as to 


| conſider our ws Any more then Our inte- 
rſt, we should quickly f1 


nk under the weight 
of our own wishes; and as Juveral in his renth 
Fatyr excellently obſerves , perish by the ſuc- 
ceſs and grant of our Prayers. Iſuppoſe there 
8no man that ſoberly recolleCts rhe eyenrs of 
his life > but can experimentally fay , he has 
fomerunes defired things which would have 
been to his miſchief if he had had rhem , and 
that himſelf has after lookr on the demal as a 
mercy : as oa the other fide when he has-pro- 
ſpered in his aims , and had vwhar his (ſoul lu» 
ted afrer, it has been. burlike rhe quails rothe 
Iſraelites , a conviction and pumshment, ray 
therthena farisfaftion. And now ſurely God 
may complain of us ashe did of [ſrae! , 'How 
long will it be ere you believe me > Numb: 14, 
It. :Afcer all rhe atreſtarions he has given gt 
his care and Proyidenceover us, after alt rhe 
experiment we haye had of the folly of oar 
own elections » we cannot yet be brought; ei- 
ther ro-difſtruſt; our ſelves ,or rely1jponhin, 
We will4till bechufing , and look-on han-as 
no fatther'concerned;, then: as the execario» 
nex of our deſigns. 912 291 1221760 ah 
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6. This iscertainly a ſtrange perverſenek, 
and fuch as no {enfible man would be gui 
of in any ofher inſtance. In all our (ecular 
affairs , we truſt thoſe vyyhom yye have cauſe 
to think underſtand them berrer rhen ou 
ſelves, and rely upon men 1n their own facul- li; | 
ty. Wepur our cftares in the Lawyers hand, 
our bodies into the Phylicians , and ſubmir to li 
their advice thought be againit our humour, [inc 
meerly becauſe we account them more com» {hi 

Yer this Miwence 


ent juciges: we cannot | nc 

| — waded ro pay ro God , but will (till be [ay 
preſcribing ro him, and ar angry if hs |, 

diſpenſations do not exattly anſwer our far {jy 


cies. And can we offer him a affront [he 
then thusto diftruſt hum > What 1irburin- {;n 
rerpretarively to deny either his wiſdom , or {ax 
his poodnels , or both ? and ſo deropate from | 
him in rwo of his eflenrial attributes. For L 
there can be no rational account given by any {hi 
who believe rhofe , why rhey should not re» [yi 
mt their whole concerns ro him. So thar the |. 
ghort account 1s, that in ourdiftruſts we either [| 
defy himto be God , or our ſayes tobe men, [x 
by- reſifting the moſt eyident dictates of that \jy 
reaſon 'which diſtinguishes us from brutes. |, 
For certainly there is not in humane diſcourle |: 
4' more -irfefragable Maxime , 'rhien thatwe [1; 
ought for oor own ſakes to.refign gttrſclves |jx 
to hum,who we are infallibly ſure,can,& will |yx 
chuſe berter for us, then we for our ſelyes. » | 


-y 
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4. VU. Advaniageef Aﬀftiftions. 10p 
7. This was f© apparent by meer natural 
1, thar Socrates adviled ney ro pray onely 
bleſſings tu general , and leave rhe part» 
alar- kinds of them tv Gods election: , wha 
beſt knows whar is good for.us; And ſure this 
$ ſuch. a piece of dyiviry ,, agexrremely:re- 
aches us Chriſtians , who cannot march a 
eathen 1n his implicite faith ro God. Nay, 
indeed *c is the yikeſt defamation upon Gold 
limfclt cha, we who rerepd to know hun 
fore ,'S onldtaft hit faſt.” $5 thit we ſee 
ax cepiniggs/'do gior ferminate.nyzheir pwn 
froper guilt , but do in the confequertces 
[lvctl higher - and gur difcortents prupayate 
themſelves int Blaſphemy, For, while we 
mpatiently complain of ,Ous, wants» we do 
aculy tax God © wart either that wildom, - 
wer, or love, whereby beshqud ſupply Us. 
Jure.hermuſt be very Arheiitical ro whom 
this will not ive a competent prejudice a- 
nin{trhis fo, 
-K Audrnis yery conſideration will equal- 
y-pxczuage rhe other branch of 'Qur diſcon- 
ms, Lmeancthoſe which -repige at rhe ills we 
bfkes.' \-Andnotonely our privarive » bur our 
ofitive affictions may by it haye rheir birter= 
js raken off: for the ſame goodneſs and 
nidom which denies thoſe things we like, 
cauſe they are hurtful for us, does upon the 
wy: {ame reaſon; give us rhole diltaltful 
dings yyhich he (ces profitable, A wile Phy- 
| f1Ctan 


- OHA A oma + bi. Litres. on ods 


| 
| 


2 2 <is 9 Are > a9 err re mn te wand CE I—_Y boo > IVR 


= bh 0 VI AAS oo Be en, - ren 


3 ws. 


4 Da 


> res iy dr es ow _—_ 2 : 


Con Dr Oe 


purge his patient allo. . And ſurely there is ng 
tick a pwriter , mach a-cleavler of rhe ſoula 
fre/afBidtions'y ite do nulikedidorderl 
0 09 eheir efficacy by.thewregy- 

wanagery'of our ſelyes under them: >!'! | 


_ 
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5 Of thy Advantage of Affifliov. 
A: JT were the work ofia volume to pivean 
exact and wmnhbure accom of irhe beneft 
of ;MiEtion. I sballonly poirr ar ſome of the 
more general and obvious. And firſt ir is one 
of the wolt awakenng. callsto repentance: 
end 'ro this en@ivis tharGod molt uſvallyds 
fins it! 'We ſeethe whole icene of ir, Hof. s, 
55. I will g6 and returrito my pace, till thy 
acknowledge their offence , ard jeck my face : 13 
their aſfii ton they 1will jeek me oarly: andin 
the very hexr'Verte we tind this xoyceof God 
e@hoed fotth by a penirential nore- , Come and 
I#* us return anto'the Lord , for he kath ton, 
arid he \will heal us; be bath ſmitterl;; dud ke will 
bind us up. Thits vve tind the Brerthrenot 
Foſeph, though there had alorigimeryal pal- 
{ed berwixt their barbarous uſageof him, and 
his Feighed rigorto then1 , yet when' they ſaw 
themfelves diltrefied by the one , - then rhey 
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begin, ro recoVect the other. faying Ht 
, are 
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© lire Yerily guilty torcerning our brother, Genel. 
2.21. Proſperity is an intoxicating things 
id there are tew biains ſtrong envugh to 
| bear tt 3 1t layes us a fleep , and ainules us 
- [vith pleaſant dreams, v hilt it; the fricantiiivd 
' [$tan-nRes our treaſures , and ipoils usby-the 
tkceitful charms of fin ; of our innocenty 
ind real happineſs, And canthere be a more 
fiendly office done for a man;, in this condi» 
ton , than to rovze bim , and bring him 
0 2pprebend the -defigns thar are laid + 
fainft him > And this is the! errand '6h 
which aff1Qions are ſent : ſo-that we have 
rwalon to look on them as our friends. and 
ontederates that ntend our re'cue »- and 
[to take the alarm they give us , and diligent» 
[ly ſeek our thoſe inteſtine enemies of which 
p ly wain us. And he th: in{t.ad of this, 
Iqvarreis at their interpoſing , thinks:tham 
Ihis exe mes becauſe they tel! him the muth, 
Galar. 4. 6. Does mifesably pervert the coun- 
| 


- * 
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ſel of Col agair5t himjeif , Luke 7.20, and 
may at laſt verify his own jeclouties 3 and b 
1 prozoting an ingratitude, convert thoſe 
{imo rhe wvrounds of an cncmy , vvhich 
vere originaily meant as the correQtons of a 
| Father, 
2. And asaffiictions do thus in general ad- 
monish us of fins , ſo it pleaſes God moſt 
Irequently fo to model and trame them , rbar 
they beaz rhe yery tmage and impreſs of 
thoſe 


t 
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thoſe particular guilts they are ro chaſtiſe,and 
are the dark Shadows that attend our gay de [7 F 
lights, or flagrant inſolencies. The wife may {f*9 
oblcryes that the turning the Epyprian waten 
imo. bloo , was a manifelit reproot oftha 
cryel commandment for the. murdering ofthe jus: 
Hebrew Iniants, Wiſdom. 12. 5. And ſurely ar 
we mizht 1n molt if nor all our {utferings, fe l** 
ſome luch correſponding circumſtances , a\f*? 
may lead us to the inumediate provoking caulÞ"?? 
&f is. God who does all things mn number, | 
weight » and meaſure , does in pumshmens yy 
alſooblerve alymmetry and proportion , and" 
adapts them not only ro the h2inouſneſs , bu [* 
even the very ſpecific kind of our crimes. The WF 
only fixr 1mmiable rule be has given for lus git 
Vice-gerents on Earth to punish by,is thatin | 
the caſe of murder, which is we fee graunded |T 
On this rule of proportion » He Zhat sLeddeth wal 
mans blocd, by man 5hall bis blood be shed , Gen, [9 
9. 6. And rho1gh he have now reſcinded the |'F 
inferior retaliations of the ee for tle eye , tht G1 
tooth: for the tooth, Exol.21. 24. (probably for I) 
the hardnets otour hearts, bcecau'e he ſaw ou Þ* 
reyengeful natures would be roonwCch plex Þ 
{ed with ir) yer he hasnor precluded bimlſelf be 
from acting by taoſe meaſures , bur we feehe || 
does very. 4 Sa lignally make men feel the |*? 
ſmarr of thoſe violencies or injultices rhep 
have uled to others. Of rhis the Sacred {wry A 
afltords leyeral examples { as _— 
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dg. 1,6. and. Ahab, 1 Kipgs.21.19.) and 
nd proſane many more, and daily experience 
ad abteryatiqu molt of all. Ag ey this 
xthod of retaliation 1s not alwaygs 10,gvis 
teat and apparent ro the world,becauſe mens 
bs are not alwayes (o », yetI believe if men 
pogld duly recalle&ty. ir woutd be forthe 
t park Sicernghle, ter owegonkieer 
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a very adyantagequscircunys 
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'this'by' his: corrections ro iplideapW bf 
TMicyisinit: by 03IR o'9 WI ud 
2019 1 onfr aMictions thereforeitig og 
ceoAQTH 7; MIcely and eritiealy to obſerys [04 
h-Mm: {-mean, not to'&nhance our murmints | « 
and co nplajn:s, but to learn by them what pur 
is Gyd3 2c liar eo: aroverſy agairiſt us. Thig|*a 
1sinelee 16 h6xrthe rod; ani Who ha## appoint (910 
#4 ir 5, 2Mic, 6:9"! Ee Bivih thetctore thathÞ?: 
TaF4lriay o7 HiSconderne; exdiviirig Wh i 
th2r he hay? _noc ſoine corre{po xdl'g 
which afffwers'td'it 5 os faces ban rs fat, 2 
Prov!27''y9.” he: that is imp 
eftx2;let him cohlider feſt IP HE ac eq 
ir = Atherher Were IvereMior ſointhing Rea 
SW uRices vie H&E aCaticrous und, || 
bider fir its"very' elenetiesahd oon!timaricn, [1 ' 
diideatioln irs boiwels': 'or whethet ſomeſs [a 
crikepious prize;ſoine coal fre this altar have of 
nor fired his'neſt;” Or ifnothing canbe chu pra 
pod por __ beqtielh Jet binscohfider how [*% 
Raney hop DREMEGASY it 
ah inet po i601" txeaes;20t i 
"dijett vf His 260480 it 261 {hordint | 
bes it. Inlike: thanher He whois atthaw Ji 
by wy ont x AS. roars under” the rtrbo NY ; 
e ſeaſe, (thay tyeryil ; 
wherher it Mavenorhen |% 
ls Nee {hehdirg6 GY M 
edt 2090 9th + her ſeiiſe theA'Fob gant [07 
39 JoboFebbfind of buy fot; ye 20:11. 2} I 
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And he thar would diligentl employ himſdff'2 * 
in my Inquifirion , vyould find little leifunÞ 

and lel: $ calle to. condal de his atfictions bo 
wo, diyerr all bis coniphaines Upon bins 
pt of the punisbment of his i i710 quit: & 
thank he Log for thus ging | him warms 
Pſalm. 16 
4.5: {ee berigft 
ar 2., vl 


IS a the Deludee, Wicks ſ9- jon key «1/5 I 
t, oY  covered' yyirh yyaters, the y : 
ff Foofeneal by ke chelter in 
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2 remove ?> and had not death ſome har- 
wgers ro prepare us tor him , what a ſurpri- 
we gueſt would he beto us? *T is ſtoried of 
{mc1gon% , Thar (eeing a ſoldier in his camp 
$io daring a courage » that he alwayes cour- 
d the moit hazardous attempts , and obſer- 
Ing him altoot a very infirm hckly habit, he 
bok a particular care of him, and by medi- 
xes and good attendance recoyered him ; 
Shich no {ooner he had done, burrhe man 
&w more cautious, and would no longer ex- 
ſe himſelf as formerly and gavethis reaſon 
tric, that now he was healthy his life was of 
xe value ro him,andnot to be hazard atthe 
ne rate » as when it was only a burden ; and 
ould God cure all our complaints, render us 
efe-tly at ea(e, L fear roo many or us would 
tot rae (oidhers mind , think ourliyes too 
dd rorefign rohim , 4nuch more to hazard 
kr him, as our Chriftianity in many cafes / 
Þliges us Phe fon of Syrachobferves'how © 
Srodful Beath 5 to a manthat 6 atreft im he" 
11915 , that bath abrmdance of al things © 
hath north 4; te vex him : nay, hedeiocnds 
ich lower » and purs1in him who # yer able 
vive-meat; Becleſ:14.1. Thee trinh js wve. 
PO patfionately dore'upon the Worlds rhat + 
Ftebeforred lovers, we can bear agreit deal” 
Mtufge , b-fore'we qut Our puriuit. Any 
fe {ligin favour atones Us after multiplied 
Fonts, we mult be ts paar dy 
Ki Wi 
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diſappointments, ere we can withdraw of; 
contidence. Bur how fatally ſecure should ff” 
we be, if God $hould permit this Syren al 
wayes tO entertains with her mufick , andÞ) 
Should not by fome diſcordanr grating notes? 
interrupt our raptures , and recal usto lober {© 
[| rhouyhts. | 

[| 6. Indeed 'r 15one of the higheſt inſtances nak 


| of Gods love, andoft his clemency allo , rhusf}® 
| to project our reducement, We wereallin]. 
our Baptiſm aHanc'd to him, with a partic PE 
lar abrenunciation of the World , ſo that we F j 
cannot without rhe greateſt diſloyalry caltF* nl 
our (elves into its embraces ;and yet when we Þ* 
have thus broken the Covenant of Gol, Proy.2 
17. hedoes nor purſueus with a jealous rage |*® 
with the ſeverity which an abuſed rival [#4 
kindneſs wquld fuggeſt ; doth not give usa 
bill of divorce and difclum his relation; but: 
contrives how he may reclame and bring us 
back rohimſelfTherranſcendency o' thisle 
nityGod excellently deſcribes by rhe Propherſ#* 
in the caſe of 1ſraelThey ſay if a man put awi|t 
hs wife, and she b:come another mans , chal 8 
return unts ber again ? but thou haſt played the, 
_ barla Rx gps ; Jet return unto ml”; 
aith the Lord, ſer.3.1. And this though agreaÞF” 
Le of indulgence is no more then. he daily 
repetestous. Atter we have ba'ely adulrer#I; 
red with the World, converted our affe&ionF 
from God to it , he does notgiye us onhſ 
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andon us to Our leud courſe, and conſequent 
wine, bur ſtill inyites our return; and left thar 
ay -not fſerye, he does with a grear deal of 
holy artifice efſay ro break that accurſed 
Teague into which weare entered, pulls of 
he diſguiſe in which the world courted us, 8 
takes us ſeeir as iris 1n it ſelt, a {cene of yant- 
hand vexation of Spirit, Ecclel.1.14. 
6, And as he does this in general, ſo alſo 
ith a parcicular application to thoſe tempo- 
1 fatisfactions wherewith we. vvere moſt 
aaſported: the things to which we are more 
1 | ” 
 difterenr do not lo much endanger us, "ris 
Hoſe upon which we haye more vehemently 
*Txour hearts which becomeour ſnares , and 
ake his jealouſy ; and Oy we fre- 
nently ſeerhar*ris in tho'e he chules to croſs 
X Mow often does it happen thar rhoſe 
jtich are enamoured of thentſel ves, dore up- 
n their own features do meer with ſome d1f> 
aſe or accident which. blaſts their beauty, 
nthers that fair lower, and makes their wine 
4 | overtaxe their ſpring > Soinour friends? 
Id relations *r is uſually ſeen, we ſooneſt loſe 
- Doſe for whom we haye the greateſt, rhe 
aſt immoderare pation. It there be one tond- 
pig anOng Our C ildrens tisodds but that is 
(6:0 away , or madeas much the gbject of, 
Ml priet and ſorrow, aseverit was of opr 
-# and love, When God ſees our hearts ſo 
pethyely cleaye to any rraffitory- thing, 
3 E 
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he knows 'tis neceffary to ſevere them: for 
whilſt we have ſuch clogs upon us, evr ſouls 
will cleave tothe cuſt, Pia I19. 1. vill cotbe 
able to ſoar up ro the higher region tor which 
they are deſigned, | 
7. Ina word, God foloves us, thar here. 
moves yyhateyer he ſees will obſtruct that 
intimate union which he defires with, us: 
and. ſure this is ſo obliging , that though he 
Should bid us to our loſs , though he could 
not recompence us for what he ta} es from us, 
yer we muſt be yery ill natured if we canhe 
angry at ſo much kindneſs. Burt when to this 
is added thar all rhis is principally, nay ſolely 
defipned for our advantage , that God rake: 
- from ns all theſe empty delulary content- 
ments meerly that he may inſtate us in ſolid 
and durable joyes ; we betray as much igno- 
rance of our intereſ{, as inſenſibleneſs of our 
obligation, if we repine that God makes usfo 
much his care. "Pic tric led, the thin 
ro yvhich vye have ſo inordinatly Zdhered, þ 
ſtick ſo cloſe, that they cannor be pulled + 
way without fome pain.; yer for our corporal 
ſecuriry we can endure the ſundring of pats: 
. thatdo nor onely cleave, bur grow to'us. He 


that has a ja er'dnmiember”, ſuffers itrobe 
cur of tolaye his whole body ; and. 


nk and reward the Chiru 


Yet whete our foulsare concern'd, and whes| 


the things have no native union with, ih 
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et. VIII. Advantageof Aﬀftit ions. 119 
ze onely cem:med by our paſſions, yve are 
impatient of rhe merhod , and think God 
deals very hardly with us, nor toler us perish 
with what we loye. The ſum of all is this, 
God though he be abundantly condelcen- 
ding, yer he will never ſtoop lo low as ro 
chare his intereſt inus with the World : if we 
will devore our ſelyes roir , *ci3 not all oar 
empry forms of ſervice will ſatisfy hin: it he 
cannor divorce our hearts t:om ir, he will di- 
yorce himſelf erernally from us. An rhe 
ale being thus, ve are (ure very 1}] advited if 
we do not coatenrtedly refiga our fel ves ro his 
merhods , and cheerfully 'cndure thetn how 


{tarp ſoeyer. .Theonly expedient wehaye 


for our own eaſe, is ro shortenthe cureby gi- 
"ng our affiftance , and nor by ſtruglings ro 

er it more difficulr and painful. Ler us 
eatirely ſurrender our wills to hitn, and when 
ve haye- done that, we may wirchon much 
pan ler him take any thing elſe. Bur rhe 
more difficult we find it tobe dif-entangled 
hom the World , the greater should our cau- 
ton be againſt all future engagements to it. If 
our eſcape harh been as the Apoltle ſayes, ſo 
« by fire, Jud. 23. with much ſmart and/ha- 
ard. ler is atleaſt have fomuch wiras rhe 
wmmon proverb altows children , and not 
gan expole our ſelves: let us neyer glueour 
[earrs tO any external thing z. bur lerall rhe 
concerns of the World hang looſe about us, 
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by rhit means weshall be able ro put them 
off inienfibly when ever God calls for 
them, or perhaps we ſhail prevent his calling 
for them ar all, it beiny for the moſt part, our 
rco clole adheſion to then which prompts 
him ror. [ 


8. A third adyantage of affliftions is thar| 


It1s a mark and f1gnature of our adoption:, q 
witneis of our legitimation. Mhat ſons by 
(laith rhe Apoſtle) whom the Father chaſitſeth 
not > but if ye be without chaFtiſement where- 
of all. are SEES , the: are ye baſtards and 
= ſons, Hebr. 12. 7,8. Jacebclad hisdar 
ling Feſeph in a parry-coloured Coat , and 
Gas ana H _ v'eara Livery inet 
woven with a mixture of dark and gloomy 
colours ,. their {org white robes are laid up for 
them againſt they come to tne marriage of 
the Lamb , Revel. 19. 7. Indeed we much 
miſtake rhe-.deſign of Chriltianity-,-1f we 
think it calls us 20 a condition: of eaje :and 
ſecurity, It might ſuit well enough wirhthe | 
yotaries of the Golden Calf, to fit down toeat | 
and d/ink,, and to riſe up toplay , Exod. 32:6; 
bur the Diſciples of the crucified Saviour are 
trained to anorher diſcipline , our profetſion 
enters us into a {tare ot warfare : , and accor- 
dingly our very Baptiimal engagement runs 
all in milita'y terms, and yyeare not onely 
ſervants of Chriits family , but ſoldiers of his 
amp. Now vye know in a yyar menmult 

not 
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got. expect to paſs rheir time in eaſe and ſolt- 
reſſe , bur beſides all the dangers and difficul- 
nes of the combate , have many other hard- 
chips to endure 3 hunger and thirſt , heat and 
cold , hard lodgings, and weary marches: and 
he that 1s ro9 nice for thoſe will not long 
tick ro his colours. Andit 1s the famein our 


{piricual wartare : many preſſures aud ſuffe- 


nngs are annexed to 1t , and our patliye yalor 
$no leſs r1yed thenour aCtiye. In reſpect of 
thisit is that our Sayiour admonishes his Pro- 
ſelyres to compure firlt the difficulties inci- 
dent to their profeſſion , and that he may not 
enſnare us by propoſing too cafie rerms , be 
bids us reckon upon the worſt, and tells us, 
that he that for{akes not all that he bath , shd!l 
wr be bis dijciple, Luke-14. 26. and that we 
muſt through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God , ACts 14. 22. Indeed 't were 
fery abſurd for us to expect ealier conditions, 
when theſe are the ſame to which our Leader 
bas ſubmitted , the Capiain of our ſalvation 


| v.45 perfected by ſufferings, Hebr. 2.10, and if 
 [#behooved Chriſt ro ſuffer before be entered into 
[bs glory, Luke 24. 46. it were infolent mad- 


deſs for us ro look to be carried thither upon 


Jour beds of lyory , or from the noiſe ofour 
[Harps and Viols be immediatly rapt into the 


Chorre of Angels. 
9. This has been ſo much conſidered by 


[pious Men , that they have lookt upon their 
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' fecular profperities with ſear and jealoufie, 
and many have ſolemnly peritior'd for cf. 


ſes. as thinking then the neceffary atreſtation 
of their fon-ship, and means of afſimularionty 
their elder brother. Why then should tha 
which was ſo deſirable ro them,appear ſo for/ 


midable ro us > or why should we ſovehe} 


mently deprecate', what they ſo earneſtly in- 
vited > If we indeed think it a priviledpe tobe 


the ſons of God,and fellow-heirs with Chriſt, | 


why do we grudee at the condition > The 
Roman Caprain tells St. Patel, that he obrain. 
ed the immunities of a Roman wizh 4 
ſum, Acts 22.28. and shall we expect ſo much 
a nobler and more advantageous, adoption 
perfectly grarr > look that God Should 
change his whole ceconomy of our eaſe , give 
us an eternal Inheritance diſcharged of thoſe 


temporal incumbrances himſelf has annexed] 


T0 it. This were ſure as unjuſt a hope asit 
would be a vain one. When David had thar 
enſnaring propoſal made him of being the 
Ainngs ſoninlaw , 1 Sam. 1 8 21. he ſer fſuch 
a valve upon the digniry , that he deſpifed rhe 
diff culry of rhe condi:ion: and ſure we mult 
have very low abje@ ſouls, if when fo infinit- 
ly a higher adyancement is fincerely off-red 
us , we can ſufferany apprehenſion of hard- 
ship ro divert us. In a word, let us remem- 
ber rhatofrhe Apoſtle , if we ſuffer, we shal 
alſo reign with him, 2 Tim.2.12. And though 
| | OUT 
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gur aflictions be inthemſelyesnor joious bur 
prieyous, yer-whenthey are conſidered as the 


"1 earne{t of our furure Inheritance, they pur on 


mother face » and may rather enamonr then 


trighc us. 
10. A fourth adyantage ofaffiction is, that 


they excite our compaſſions towards others 2 


there is nothing qualifies us ſo rightly ro eftt- 
mf the ſuffering of others,as the having our 


ſelves felt rhem : without this our apprehen= 


ons of them areas dull and confuſed » 35 a 
_ man's of colours , o . vp man's of 
ounds. 'They that ſtrezch themſeives upon 
thetr couches,that eat the lambs _— eos 

@#nd the calves out of the midſt of the ſtall; that 
thawnt to the ſound of the vio, drink wine in 
bowls , and anoint themſelves with the chief” 
antments , will 1gt much be grieved with the 


#ffliftions of Foſeph » Amos 6, 4. Nay , ſone- 
celfary is our experience towardsour Commis 


ſerarion, that w- ſee *t was thought a requiſite 
accomplishment of our High Prieft (that 
higheſt example of unbounded' compaſſion, ) 

rherefore {aith the Apoſtle , 1s behooved.: 
him in all things to be made like hy brethren, 
that be: night be ameraful andfaithful High= 


| prieſt in thinzs pertainmg to God yo make T7econ- 
otation for the fins of Je prople : for i» that re 


bimſeif bath ſuffered being tempred , bt is able 
alſo to ſuccour them that are tempred, Hebr.2.. 
37, 18. Butif he whole meer ſenſe ofour mi-- 
| Fs ſenes; 
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{eries broughr him down to us, choſe thisex- 
edient to adyance his pity , how necetſary 


4s it to our petritied bowels > And fince God | 


has aſſigned our mercies ro our Brethren , a; 
the ſtandard by which he vvill proportion 
his ro us, *tis moreours then their adyantage 
to have them inlarged : ſo that vyhen by ma- 
king us talte of their Cup , acquaintingus 
vvith the bitrer relish of their fufterings 7 he 
Prepares us to a Chriſtian ſymparhy vyith 
them, 't is bura remoter way of obliging and 
qualifying us for amore ample portion of his 
mercy. "Nr; beſides the profit, there is ho- 


Nour accrues to us by ir 3 compaſſion is oneof |. 


the beſt properties ot our nature;, and vve un 
man our ſelves when we pur it off ; nay more, 
t isanattribure of the Divinity ,qnd the more 
vveadyancein it, the cloſer approaches yye 
make tohim, And therefore we have all rea- 
ſon1ro- bleſs him for that diſcipline by vvhich 
he prormores us in ſo excellent, fo neceffarya 
Grace. 

11. A fifth benefit of affiictions1s, rhatit 
is an improvement of Deyotion, ſets us with 
more heartine(s to our Prayers. . Whilſt pro- 
ſperiry {ſows ir- upon us we bath our ſelyesin 
its ftreams'- ,, bur are: very apr to forget its 
ſomce ; ſo that God is. fain ro ſtop rhe cut- 
rent, leaye us dry and -parched that onr needs 
may make us do what .our gratitude would 
got 'z4/ctrace. Our bleſſings up ro the original 

| Springs 
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Spring , and both acknowledge and jinyoke 


him as the Author of all our good. T his effect 
of AffiiCtions is obſerved by the Prophet, Lord 
trouble have they viſited thee , they poured ot 
a prayer when thy chaſinming was upon them, 
[{ai. 26. 16. And I believe I may appeal to 
every Mans experience , whether his prayers 
be not more frequent , and more hearty-roo, 
when heis under ſome diftreſs. - Thenhow 
importunare are we in our petitions ? how 

rofuſe in our yows and promiſes ? faying 
with Ifrael , Deliver us only we pray thee this 
day; and they put away the ſtrange gods from 


among them, and ſerved the Lord, Jud: 10.15. 1 


confeſs 'r 1s no good indicartom'ofour temper, 
that we need thus ro be pur in rhe prefſe ere 
we will yield any thing 2 Yer ſince yye are ſo 
difngenuous , 'tis a merCy in Godto adapt 


|| his merhodsto us; roextorr yyhen vve yyill 


not piye , and if he carrhave no free-will-offe= 
rings , yerarleaſt roexact histribure.. - Nor 
does he deſign rhe effect of this $hould ceaſe 
with the calamiry that raiſed it, burexpeCcts 
our compell'd Adrefſes should bring ns into 
the way of voluntary ones, andhappilyen- 


ſnare us into piety. And-indeed hereinare we 


yyorle thenbrurnsh ifir donor.. We'think ita 

barbarous rudeneſs to engage a' Manin our 

Affairs, and as ſoon as yve haye ſeryed or 

ownrurns ,. never take farther.notice of hints 

Nay , ingeed the very _ may leCture us 
| it 


226. TheArrofContentmenr. (#5 
 m thispieceot Moraliry , many ofthem pay. Jed! 
ing a {ignal gratirude where rh have no. 1 
yed benefirs: and shall we not come upat mp 
leaſt torheir pirch > Shall nor the endearmem [Gra 
of our deliverance bring our deliverer imo {our 
ſome repute and conſideration with us , and {no 
makeus deſireto keep up an acquaintance and [yoo 
entercourſe with him ? Yer if ingenuity work [ntl 
not with us , let intereſt at leaft prevail , and [om 
the remembrance how ſoon. we may need |bep! 
him again , admonish us not ro —_ Our {Chil 
ſelyes ſtrangers ro him. God complains of [{as 
. Iſrael, Y/ Wherefore ſay my people we are Lords > [0 
"Wwe Well come no more at thee, Jer.2.31. A 
inſolencifolly to renounce that dependance by 
which alone they ſubſiſted , and noleſs will ir 
be inany of us if we ſtop our recourſe ro him 
becauſe we have had omg by ir. We 
have no affurance thar yhe ſame occaſion $hall | 
NOt recur, but with what face can we then re- 
ſame that entercourſe which in the interval 
we py ces > So thar if we have bur any ot- 
_—_ royidence , we hall ſtill ſocelebrare |; 
alt Reſcyes , as tocontinue in a capacity of 
>eeging. more, and. then we cannor bur alſo. |Ct 
confeſs rhe: benefit of thoſe firſt Calamines Ik 
which inſpirited our Devotion, and raught us | 
to pray: in earneſt, and will be achamed that |} 
our: thanks. should be uttered in a fainter ac- ||t 
cent then: our. petitions : or: our daily ſp | 
ual concerns should be mote coldly _ 


_ 


Py 
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7» lied then our temporal accidental ones. 
| 12. Nor is it only our deyorion that is thus 
x [Improved by our diftrelies , bur many other 
x {Graces 3 our Faith , our Hope, our Parience, 
ofour Chriſtian ſufterance and forritude, Iris 
d [no triumph of Faich to rruſt God for thoſe 
d things which he gives us in hand, this is 
t [nrher ro walk by Senſe then Faith, but torely 
| [on him 1n the greateſt deſtirution , 8d againſt 
} [hope fo believe m hope, this is the Faith of atrue 
r Ichild of Abraham , and will be 1mpreted to us 
f {{as1t was'to him) for righroufrneſs, Rom.4.23, 
 [ſoalſoour Patience owes all its opportunities 
[cf exerciſe ro our afflictions,and conſequent!y 
* [owes alſo a great part of its being ro them : 
for we know deſuerude wul looſe habits. 
; [What inzaginable ule 1s there of Parience, 
 [yhere there is nothing. roſuffer > In our pro- 
þerous ſtare , we may indeed umploy our tem- 
perance , our humility , our caution 3 butpa- 
tence ſeems thena uleleſs verrue : nay,indced 
0 ht we know may be counterteit , till 
zdyerfity bring itro thereft. And yet this 
s the moſt glorious accomplishinenr of a 
Chriſtian , that which moſt eminently con- 
xrms him rothe Image of his Savior , whoſe 
vyhole life was a perpetual exerciſe of this 
race;and therefore weloye out eaſe too well, 
t we are unwilling to buy this Peatl at any: 


' 13. Laſtly, Ourthankfulneſs is ( arleaſt 
F 2 ovghr 
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13. Laſtly, Our thankfulneſs is (atleath 
ought to be) increaſed by our diſtreſſes. *Ti,. 
very natural tor us to reflect with yalue andfale 
elteem upon thoſe Bleflings vye have loſt,andþ, 
we r00 of .-n doir to aggravateour diſcontentfþ 
bur ſure the more rational ule of it is to raiſe, 
our thankfulneſs for the.rinie wherein we end 
joyed them. Nay, not ogly our former enjoylyrt 
ments , bur eyen our preſent depriyations defger 
ſeryes our gratitude, if we contider the happylpiy: 
adyantazes vve may reapfromrhem. If ye hat 
yvill perverſly caſt them away char unworthyſs.+ 
content pays no ſcores , for ie ſtill ſtand an-{yyir 
ſwerable in Gods account for the good he de-|,v., 
ſigned, and we might have had by it, and wthre- 
become lyable to a new charge ior our ingre ery 
titude , in thus deſpiſiag the chaſtijement of tie} | 
Lord, Hebr. 12.5. [00 
14. And now ifal] rheſe benefirs of afflitie fy, 
ons ( yyhich are yet but impertectly recired)Jz6 
may be thonghr worth cenfidering , it cannot 
bur reconcile us to the $harpeſt of Godsme 
thods; unleſs yye vvill own our felves ſuch {eq 
meer animals , as to haye no other appreheryſh,, 
fions then yyhar our bodily ſenſes convey whyz 
us ; for {ure he that has reaſon enough to une{c, 
derſtand that he has an inimortal Soul, cannt ;c 
but aſtent rhat its intereſts $honld be fervedylce, 
though vvith 'rhe difplacency of his flet.Jc 
Yet eyen 1n regard ofthat, our murmuringshy: 
are oft. very unjuſt ; tor we do many times] 
1nd] 


1 
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Gmorantly prejudge Gods deſigns towards us 
Sen in temporals, who trequently makes a 
le tranſient uncaſine(s the patſaye to fecu- 
r Felicities. Moſes , vyhen hefledoutof 
eIFgypt » probably little rhoughr that he should 
klerurn thither a God unto Pharaob,Exod.4.16. 
md as little did Foſepbh when he was brought 
*Ihirher a flave, that he vyas to bea Ruler 
*Ihere : yetasdiſtanr as rhoſe ſtates were, the 
JPivine Providence had fo connected them, 
har the one depends upon the other. And 
kertainly we may often obſervethe like over- 
wing Hand in our own iſtreſſes, thar thoſe 
*Fyents yyhich yve have entertained yvithrhe 
fpreateſt regret, have in the conſequences been 

*Irery benefecial ro us, | 
1 15. Toconclude, we have certainly borh 
from. ſpeculation and experience , abundant 
*Jwatrer to calm all our di{quiets, ro fatisfie our 
ditruſts , and to fix in us an enure reſignation 
Gods- diſpoſals , vvho has deſigns yyhich 
we cannot penetrare,bur none vv.uch we need 
ar , unleſs weour ſelves peryert them. We 
aye nur Saviours. word for it , that he will 
Inot give 145 4 ſtone when We a;k bread , nor a 
Wrpron when Wwe 45k.4 fich, Marth. 7.9. Nay, 
Jas love {ecures us yer farther fron the errors 
o& our own wild choice , and does not give Us | 
ihoſe ſtones and ſcorpions vvhich vye 1umpore 
June him for. Let us then leave our concerns 
JÞ hum vyho beſt knows them, and make 
| | 's 


! 
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ir our ſole care ro entertain his diſpenſation 
wich as much ſubmitſion and dury , as hed; 
ſpenſes rhem with love and wiſdom, Andiff; 
we can but do lo, we may dare all the poweh, 
of Ea'thand Hell ros, to make us miſerable} a 
for be our ait:ictions whar they ean , wear" 
ſure rhey are but what wein ſome re'pe&tgg, 
other need ; be they privative or poſitive 
the want of what we wish, or the ſuffering 
of what we wish not, they are the diſpoſal; 
of him who cannot err, and we s$hall finally 
' have cauſe to ſay with rhe Pialmiſt , 1t « gc 
for me that I have been affidted , Plalnj 


ov 

"_— =[him 
and 
SE CT. IX. xa 
Of our Misfortunes compared with con 
other Mens. ny 
w: 

1. 7 E come now to impreſs an equally}; 
W fot and ofeful Contleraton © Y 


comparing our Misfortunes with thoſe off, | 
other Mens > and he that does rhat , wil they 
certainly fee fo little cauſe ro think hitbſelf}ry : 
'fingular , that he will nor find hmiſelfſuper}},y.. 
lative in calamity ; for there is no man livng}y,;, 
that can with reafonafhrm himſelf ro bethe],,, 
yery unhappieft man, there being innumers},, 1 
ble diſtrefſes of orhers which he knows not off}.1,. 
and confequentiy cannet bring them in b#J;,., 
lance with his own. A multitude ofmen rhere 

| arc 
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re whoſe perſons he knows nor , and eyen of 
hoſe he does, he may be much a ſtranger ro 
their diſtrefſes 3 many ſorrows may lie art the 
heart of him whocarries a ſmiling face ; and 
nany a man has been an object ofenvy ro 
hoſe who look bur on the {urface of his ſtate, 
who yettorhoſe who know his privare griefs 
pears more worthy of compaſſion, And 
fure this confuſed uncertain eftimare of orher 
Mens affii&tions , may divert us from all loud 
our-cries of our own. Solor ſeeing a Friend 
nach oppreſt with grief , ca1ried him upto a 
Town thar over-looked the City of Athens, 
and shewing him all rhe Buildings, ſaid ro 
tim , confider how many ſorrows have', do, 
md shal'in future Ages inhabit under'all rhoſe 
roofs , and do nor vex thy felt wirh thoſe in- 
conventencies which are common to morta- 
lity , as if they were onely yours. And ſure 
Twas good {advice : for ſuffering is almoſt as 
ſeparable an adjunct of our nature, as dying 
is: yet wedo not ſee Men very apt toimbit- 
ter their whole lives by the fore-fighr thar 
they muſt die , bur ſeeing it a thing as uniyer- 
fal as unevitable , they are more forward ro 
take up the Epicures reſolution, Let ws eat and 
tink, for to marrow we die, 3 Cor.15.32. And 
why should we not look upon Affictions alſo 
3 the common lot of humanity , and as we 
take rhe adyantages, ſo be content tobear rhe 
tacumbrances of thar ſtare > 
2. Bt 


TT EIS 


$0t be umverlally rrue , ior that there mutt infown 
comparative degrees bz ſome lowelt ſtate offmay 


if 
| 
it 
| 
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2. But betides that implicite allowance 
1s thus ro be male forthe unknown Calamidhi 
ties of orhers , 1t vve ſurvey but thoſe thar lefound 
Open and viitble to us, the molt ot us shall findþreate 
enough ro wHhicountenace our complaintsfhings 
W ho 1s there that when he has moſt ſtudioudyas b 
ſly reeollected hs Miteries-may not tind ſongy mi 
or other that appar-ntly eq.lals, 15 not cxceedgſeore 
Þun+ Herthat itomact.s at his own being Conſue v 
temin'dand figured, may fee another perieqfonat 
ted and oppreit, He rhar groans under ſomeſaitic 
Sharp pain , may fee auorher atiiCted withhyjll 
Sharper : and even he thar has the moſt acutehhey 
rorments in h13 Bolly , may fce another moreſſelye 
jadly cruciatedby the agonies of his mind, Soſkhers 
thatif we would but look abour us, we sbouldfrout 
ſee lo many forreign occaſionsot our pity,that ſihoſ« 
we $should be ashamed to confine it wholly tolhe 
our lelves. | ls ſi 

3. Ic will perhaps be fail , rhat this car-Jpart 


miſery : Igrant it, but {till that ſtate confilts}eat 
not 1n ſuch an indiviſtible pount , that any one fr t 
perſon can have the incloſure ; or if it do, ſand 
t will be fo hard for any to diſcern who that [it 
One per.0n is , that 1 need defire no fairera [jon 
compolition, then to have every Man ſulpend [yfr, 
his repiniogs, all he can evince lus title. But Jmer 
alace , there are but tew that Can make ally hor t 
approaches ro ſuch a pretence : tor rhough if yfi 
we | 


et, IN. Misfortumes compared. 83 
e adverr to mens complaints , vve should 
link all degrees of compariſon were Ccon- 
ounded , and every man were equally the 
reateſt {ufferer 3 yer certainly in the trurh of 
ings 't 1s nothing {o: for (not ro repete what 
as before mentionedthar probably vo man 

milerable 1n any proportion rotheutmoſt 
kgree of pofſibility ) the remarkably unhappy 
ge very far the leis number : and how pa!- 
jonately ſoever men exaggerate their Cala- 
mties, yer perhaps in their jober mood ,rhey 
ill ſcarce change ſtares with thoſe whom 
hey profeſs tro think more happy rhen then1- 
yes. It was the ſaying of Socrates, that if 
there were a common bank made of all mens 
roubles,moſt men would rather chule torake 
thoſe rhey broughr , rſen ro yemter upon a 
ew dividend. And indeed he had reaton for 
is ſuppoſition 3 for conſidering how great a 
part of many mens AfiCtions are of rheir 
own making, ficticious and imaginary*, they 
may juſtly fear leaſt rhey should exchange. 
Feathers for Lead, rhcir own empty Shadows 
jor the real and pretiing Calamites ot ochers, 
nd cannot bur think ir beſt ro fir down 
yith theirown, vvhich leryes their declama- 
tons as well, and their eaſe much berter. We 
or. ſee men ar a little mis-shaping of a gar- 
nent,a ſcarce diſcermible error in their Cook, 
or their shorreſt interruprion 1n their Sports, 
uch tranſports of trouble , as it they yvere 
; rae 
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the moſt unfortunatemen in the World ; yehmed 
+ for all that, you $hall hardly perfwadg! 
them to change with him whoſe courk 
clothing \upertedes all care of rhe fashio! 
whole apperite was never, diſappointed fagan- 
want of ſawce , and whole perpetual to! 
makes him mſenfible what the defeat o& 
{port ſignifies, 
4. Nay , even where the exchange ſeem 
more equal, where the Afr1Ctions are on bot 
ſides (olid and ſubſtantial , yet a prudent Ma 
-would (carce yenture upon the barter, *Tigp 
no {mall advantage to know witac we hayett 
conteſt with, to have experumented the worllpd; 

ofirs atraques , by which we become ber 
able to Grard our ig}ves: b:'t a new evil comgpe 
with rhe force of a ſurpriſe , and finds us openſana 
and diſarmed. Ir is indeed almolt a miracy]ave 
lous Power tharCuſtom has in reconcilingwfat 
ro things otherwile ditpleafing; all our Senſe}an 
are raught ro remir of their ayerhion by tatti-Jſie , 
larity wich ungrateful ObjecCts : rhar 9p} ing 
form whica ar firſt makes us {tart , by uſe dro 
veſts its terrour , and we reconcile our ſelyes ons 
ro harsh-ſo'inds and 1ll relishes by long a-fWn 
ſftome, And ſure it has rhe very ſame effe@t ale 
upon our minds : th: moſt fierce calamiriesdo [ang 
by ac:juainrance grow more'tratable ; ſo |Go 
thr he that exchanges an old one for a new-{l 
des bat bring a wild Lion into his houſein- | * « 
ſtead of a rame: ir may for 0.1ght he knows [al 
un- | 
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gnediarely rear him in piec.'s., butarlealt 
got coſt him a grear deal of painsto ren- 
&r it gentle and familiar, and certainly no 
ſe man would wish ro make ſuch a bar- 


nn. 

5. By all this ir appears that how extraya- 
gnly ſocv{r we aggray.ic « ur own calami- 
& and exren'are Other me's, 4 edarenot 
pon recolie. tion tland to wir own eſtimate : 
Wd what cab be ſaid more in prejudice of our 
contents ? *T' is a grand maxim, rhar 
ery man mult have att1tons. Man that 
born of 2 woman, ayes Fob ,:1sof few years, 
Wd full of crouble , Job 13. 4. and we muſtre- 
er £ Gods fundamental law , before we can 
pe ioratoral exemprion. All that any man 
jan aſpirerugis ro have but an equal Share wita 
ſabers , and the generality of mien have fo , ar 
jealt none can prove he has nor ſo 5 and ill he 
jan , his murmiyrs will ſure be yery unjuſtifit- 
de , eſpecially when they bave this comvin- 
g cixcumſtance againſt them , rhar he dar-s 
pr upon ſober rhoughts change his affliCti- 
ns with moſt of his neighbours, He isan 
member of a community, who in publick 
fleſments would hafyb: off all payments ; 
ad he is no be:ter who ih this cmnion tax 
God haslaid upon our nature , is nor.conrens 
EEVERTEATTTT77 7; 
\ 6. Andtruly would we hm confider that in 
alour ſufferings nothing befalls us bur whar is 


0 we Tr” OO 9 NGOS rt 
PS 


| 

; F32- 
| ; 
: 

L. 


56 wy CC ST FE 


OD 


DOLLS aovgy 
2b en > 


——— 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


en S Þ 
'J - » E 


136 The Arrof Contentmwentr. Soph 


common toour kind, nay vvhichis extream 


a” A v7 68:1 
exceeded by many within the verge of ax dart 
own obſeryations, vve mult be (enlelefly par vict 
tial to be impatient. The Apoſtle thought did 


it a competent conlolation tor the firit Chr, 31, 
ſtians , thar here hadno temptation be fall, 1 
them but What waszcommon to men,1 Cor.tof;. | 
13. and we berray very extravagant opiniongþ,c.... 
of Our {elves 1t ir be not {o ro us. Indeed't was}; 
ſcarce poiTible for us ro be {o unſarisfhied,as thee... 
greateſt I 0; usare, did we inthe compe| 


, 4b! 
ring our (elves with others, proceed with any. («, 


tolerable ingenuity. 4 
7. Butalace,vye are yery fallacious and de-hy;.., 
ceitful in the point > vvedo nor compare the -— 
good of others with our good , nor theireyil {10 

with our evil ; bur with an enyio.1s curiofiy | g 
we amaſs rogether all the defirable circums |, 1 
ſtances of our a2ighbors condition , and with | - 
as pryinz diſcontent we ranſack all our grie-/[g..., 
yances, and confrom rorhern, This is ſo une |p, 
ſincere a way of penny ,asthe moſt ordi- |4, x” 
nary underitanding can dete, Lf 1 should fg... 
wager thar my arm were longer then another |, 
mans » and fortryal meaſure my arm yvith us |, 
* [ther 


finger , he mult be itupidly filly , that sho: 
awardfor m2 ; and yerrhis were nor a grolles |,c 
cheat , then that which vve put upon out |;,. 
ſelves in our compariſons with others, , And |g.., 
*r1s alictle ſtrangeco obſerye unto what vatie |. 
ous purpolcs we can apply this one thin Po 
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ſSophiſtry:tor when we compare our neigh- 
pars and gur fclyes in point ot morality , vve 
p but reverſe the fallacy, and preſently make 
$s vices as much excecd ours as our calami- 
es did his in theother 1n{tance. They are 1n- 
red both grear violences:w reaſon and juſtice, 
et the later is ſure rae pleaſanter kind of de- 
xit, A man has ſome joy in thinking bimſelt 
eG wicked then his neighbo-, bur what tma- 
——_ comfort can he rake inthinking hime- 
more mi erable > Certainly he thar would 
ibmit to acouſenage , had much berter shifr 
be ſcene, & think his ſ.uft-rings leſs then they 
re, rather then more ; tor fince opimon is the 
king thar uſually ſets an edge upon our cala- 
niti:$ , it might be a profitable deceit thar 
pald ſteal rhar from us. 
$. Bur we need notblindfold our (elves if we 
yould buruſe o ir eyes arighr, & (ce thingsin 
tbeir rrue Shapes z and if we did thus , whata 
range tirn would there beinthe common e- 
mates of the world > How many of the git- 
ted troubles of greatneſs , which men ar a di- 
Rance look on with {o much admiration and 
&flire, vyo.1ld chen be as much contemn2d as 
tw they are courted > Acomperency, vvould 
then gerrthe better of abundance, and rhe now ! 
= pram of Princes, when balanced with 
the cares aud hazards annexr »- would be ſoar: 
from a baitchac menlike Saul, x San. 10. 22. 
d tide themſelves from the poefenmert 3 


> 
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and hethar underſtood rhe weight, would rx} 
ther chuſe ro weild a Flailethen a Scepreri 
yet ſo childishly are we beſorred with thef,.” 
glittering appearance ot things , that we con- hap 
clude fteliciry muſt needs dwell where thereis mk 
amaguticent Portico, and beitg polleſt with 
this tancy vye ovyer-look her 1n our own odio 
humbler Corrages , where she would more|\, 
conttancly retide if she could bur find of aj... 
home : but vve ar2 commonly engaged ina{,,,, 
rambling pu:uitof her. where 8he1s ſeldomett|;- 
to be fo.1nd,, and intheinrerim mils of tierar],. 
our own Joors. | wy 
9. Indeed there is ſcarce a greater folly o j1,1. 
unhappinels incident to mans nature, then thi |4..; 
fond adi ation of other niens enjoyments, wei 
and contempr of our own. And whiltt wel, ; 
have that huinour , it will ſupplant nor onely |, 
our preſent » but all potlibilmesof our furure |, 
coment. For though we could draw to our |, 
ſelves all cho e things for which we enyy 0- bf 
thers , we ſhould have no ſooner made them [ql 
our own» then they will grow deſpicable and |y(o 
naweous to us, This 1s alpecatation which | 
fon 
the 


own 
We » 


has bin atteited by ;nnumerable expernnents, 
there 'beiny nothing mote-frequent , rhen t9 
ſemen with impatient eapernels., nay oftent |th; 
with extreme hazards purſue male ner 
which when they have them, they #re mes I 
diatly fick of, Fhere is ſcarce an mah that he 

1118 ſtr 


e 
may not give himſelf inflatoss of this 
own 
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own particular : and yer fo fatally ſtupid are 
we that no defears will diſcipline us, or take 
gs off from rhelſe falſe eftimaresof other mens 
happineſſes. And rruly while we ſtare our 
compariſons ſo unequally,they are as miſchie- 
yous as the common proverb ſpeaks them 
odious : bur if we cold begin ar the right 
end » and look with as much compaſſion on 
the adverſities of our brethren, as we do with 
w on rhetr proſperities, every man would 
fnd cauſe ro fr down contenteUly with his 
own barden, and confeſs thar he bears bur rhe 
proportionable share of his common nature, 
|mleſs perhaps irbe where ſome extr-ordinary 

demerits of his own have added to rhe 
eight; and in that caſe he has more reaton 
to admire his afdictions are fo few , rhen to 
many. Aad certainly every man knows ſo 
many more ills by himſelf, rhen ir is poſſible 
or kim to do by another, rhat he thar real- 
ly ſees himſelf exceed orhers in his ſufferings, 
] om find cauſe enough to think ke does in {ins 


15, Bur if we ſtretch the compariſon be- 
font our contemporaries , and look back ro 
|tte generarions of old , we shall have yer far- 
|thercau'ie ro acknowledge Gods great indul- 
ny tous. Abravam chough the friend of 
|bod, was notexempted from (evere tryals; 
"Ihe was firſt made to wander from his Conn- 
Jy , and berake ow toa kind of yagrant 


life, 


. 
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life was along time ſuſpended from rhe bleſ. 
ſitg of his deſired off-ſpring : and when at laſt 
his beloved Iſaac was obtained, it cauſed a 
domeſtick jarre » which he was fain ro com- 


poſe by rhe expulſion of T5shmae! though his jp 
0. 


ſon alſo. But what a conteſt may we think 
there was in his own bowels vyhen rhar ri 
rous task was impoſed on him of ſacrifici 
his Iſaas > and on his faith gloriouſly 
rriumphr over ir, yer {ure there could nor bea 
grcater preſſure upon humane nature. David 
the man after Gods own hearr,is no leſs ſignal 
for afflictions then for his piety : he was tor a 
reat while an exile from his Country , and 
(which he molt bewatled) from the Sanctua- 
ry by rhe preſecutions of Saul : and after he 
was ſerled inthatrhrone ro which Gods ime 
mediare afſignartion had intitled him , whara 
{ucceflion of calamities had he 1n his ownfa- 
mily?rhe inceſſuous rape of his Daughrer,the 
reraliation of thar by the as unnatural murders 
of Amnen , and that ſecunded by another no 


leſs barbarous aonas "ray of Abſolom againlt |; 


himſelf, his expulfion from Feryſalem: , the 
baſe revilings of $h:mei, and finally rhe loſsof 
thar dearling fon inthe act ofhis fin, Adv 
ſter of aiHlictions, incompariſon whereofthe 
moſt of ours are bur like the g/eanings (as the 
Prophet ſpeaks) after the vintage # done. 
were ind2ed endleſsro inſtance in all the ſeyer 
xal Fore-fathers of our Faich before Chrilts 
Incar- 
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ncarnatior. : rhe Apolye gives us a brief , bu: 
rery comprehenſive compendium of their lut- 
ſerings , They had trya! of cruel meckings an! 
our 231275 3 yea moreover , of bonds and impi- 
ſouments : they Were ſtored , were ſazwn ajun- 
ler, were tempted, were ſlam with the ſword : 
they wandre1 about i: sheep-5hins , and goat- 
jhins, being deſtirune afflicted , toymettted © they 
wandred m deſerts , and m-mountains, andin 
lens, ardcaves of the earth, He».11.36,37,38. 
And if we look on the primitive Chrittians, 
weſshall ſee them perfectly rhe counterpart to 
them,their privileges conſiſted not in any 1m- 
mumries from calamiries;for rheir whole lives 
were ſcenes of ſufferings. St. Paul gives us an 
xcount of his own in labors znore abund nt 
ſripes above me.iſure, in priſons more f-rqueit, 
maeaths oft : of the Fe ws five times recerped | 
fort y ſtripes [ave 012. Thrice Was I beaten with 
nds, oce was I ſtoned, thrice I ſufſered 5hi- 


Tirack a night and a da y hayeI been ;n the decv, 


ournying often, &c. 2 Cor.11-23. and if ins 
Ingle hardships roſe thus high,what may we 


[think the whole ſum of all his tellow-laborers 


amounted to together, with rhar noble Army 


# marryrs who ſealed heir faith with their 


dood ; of whoſe ſ'ifferings Ecclefi rſtich hiſtory 
faves us ſuch aſtonishing relarions > 


11. And now being compaſſed abut wits 
0 great acloul of wit zefſes , the Apoitles 11- 
ference is yery urefregable , 7: 1:5 rum W:zh 

G 2 p4' Ie 


142 The Art of Contemmenr, 


patience therace which is ſet before us ,Heb.1% 
I» 2. But yet 1t 1s more 10, if we proceed onty 
that conſideration he adjoyns. Loo%ing untg 
+. "Jr ſus 1be Author and fintsber of our faith, who 
fer tbe joy that was [et before bim, endured the 
creſſe, deipiſing the shame, verie 3. Indeed, if 
we contemplate him in the whole courſe of 
his life ,weshall find him nightly ſtiled by the 
Prophcr a man of ſorrows , Iſai,51. Andasif 


he had charged himſelf with all our griefsas a 
«vol as our (ins, there 1s ſcarce any huwane ce |; 
mnury which we may nor find exemplifiedinF.. 


tin. Does any complainof the lowneſs and 
poyerty of his condition 2 Alace his whole 
lite-was a ſtare of indigence ; he was forced to 
be an inmate with the beafts,be laid 1n a ſtable 
ar his birth, and after himſelf profeſſes that he 
bad not where to lay bs kead , Luke 9. 58. Is 
any oppreft with infamy and reproach ? he 
may tee his Saviour accuſed as @ elurton and 
winc-brbber , Luke 7. 34- 4 Blaſphemer, Job. 

10. 33, a ſorccre!, Matth. 12. 24. @ perverter 

of the nation, Luke 23. 2. yeato ſuch a ſordid 
Jowneſs had they ſunk his repute, that a ſedi 
tious Thief and Murderer was thought the 
more eligible perſon , nozthi man but Barab- 

bas , Joh. 18.40. And finally allthis ſcenedf 
:ndignities clojed with the {prighrful pagenr 

iry of mockery ated by the ſoldiers , Math. 

27. 28. andthe yet more barbaxaus inſukings 

of Priclts and Scribes , yerf. 41, Is any ma 
deſpiſed 


4 
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tefpiſed or deferred by his friends > he was 
contemned by his country-men, thought tran - 
ack by his friends, berrayed by one of his 4i(- 
dples , abandow'd by all , unle's rhat one wi'1 
olowed him longeſt, to renounce him th : 
moit shametully by a three-fold abj ratio. 
Nay , whar is infinite]; more then this , he 
ſeem'd deſerted by God alſo, as is witnefzd by 
thar doleful exclamation , My God, my God, 
why ha#t thou forſaken me > Marth. 27.64. 1+ 
any diflatisfied with the hardshipsor labort- 
Uineſs of rhis life > ler himremember his Sa- 
vours was not alife of delicacy or eaſe : h: 
was neyer enter'din thoſe Academies of lyxi- 
fy, where m2n are gorzeouſly apparel'd an liv: 
delicately, Luk? 7.25, bur he was bro.ighr un- 
der rhe mean roofofa Carpenter , and confe- 
quently ſabj2Cted to all the lowneſsof fych an 
education. His initiation rohis Propaerick 
ofice was with rhe miraculous feyerity of a 
. dayes fait, and inhis diſcharge ofir., we 
ad him in perpetual labors, going about doing 
202d, Atts 10.38. and chax not intriumph,tike 
a Prince beſtowing his Jargeſles, but weary 
peregrinations never riding bar oace,and thar 
onely upon a borrow?®d beaſt, and 70 fulfil a 
prophecy, Matth. 24. Does any man groan in- 
der $harp and acute pains > ler hinzconder 
what his redeemer endur'd, how in i115 1ntan- 
cy at his circumciſion he oFer'd che farit fruits, 
a5 an ea neſt of rhatbloody yintage when bz 
a rig 
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trod the wine-preſs alone , Iſai. 63, 3. Ucthim 
attend him rhrongh all theſtage of his direfil | 


palion , and behold his arms pinion'd with 
rough cords, his head ſmote with areed, and 
rorn with his crown of thorns , -his back 
ploughed wirh thoſe /ong furrows (Pl.120-3.) 
rhe ſcourges had made; hismacerared feeble 
body oppreſt. with the weight of his crofle, 
and at laſt rackt andextended on it ; his hands 
and feet, thoſe nervous and conſequently moſt 
ſenſible parts tranfixt with nails, his whole 
body faſtned to thar accurſed tree, andex 
ſed naked ro the air ina cold ſeaſon; his throat 
parched with thirſt, and yer more aftiiCted 
with yinegar and gall yvherewith they pre- 
tendedro relieve him : and finally his life ex- 
piring amidſt the full ſenle of thefe accurate 
torments, Laſtly , docs any manlabor ut- 
der the bittereſt of all forrows : importunate 
remprarions to, or a wounded ſpirit for fin 2 
even here alſo he may find that he has an hzgh 
Prieſt who hath been touched with the ſenſe of 
bis infirmities , Hebr.4. 15. He vvas yio- 
lently aflaulred yyith a ſucceſſion of tempra- 
tions , Matrh. 4. and vve cannot doubr but 
Saran vyould en him employ rhe utmoſt of 
his skill. Nor vyas he lefſe oppreſt yvith 
the burden of ſin, ( ours I mean though not 
his own. ) Whar may vve think vyere iis 
aus \ yp amr in the Garden, yyhen he ſo ear- 
neitly deprecated that yyhich yvas his vw 
erran 


"Y 


bloody {wear', and caſt him into that _— 
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errand into. the World > What a dreadful 
- ure was thar which wrung from him that 
cable agony , the horror yyhercot vyas be- 
yond the Comprehenfions of any but his who 
felt it > And finally how amazing was the 
{enie of divine yrrath, vrhich extorted that 
ſtupendus complaint, that ſtrong cryon the 
croſs, Hebr.5.7. the sharp accent whereof, if 
it do aright ſound in.our hearrs,mult certainly 
quite overWhelm our loudeſt groans > And 
naw certainly 1 may fay with Pilate , Ecce 
homo, behold rhe man , or rather with a more 
divine Author , Behold , if ever there were ſor- 
r10Ws like unto bs ſorrows, Lam. 1. 12. 

12. And ſure it yycrebur a reafonable in- 
ference , that yyhich we ffnd made by Chriit 
himſeif , sf rheſe things be done in a green tree, 
what shall be done inthe ” ? Luke 23. 3r. If 
an imputariye guilt could nurish ſo ſcorching 
a tame, pull downſo ſeyere a wrath , yvhar 
can yye expect vyho are meerly made vp oi 
combuſtible matter z whoſe proper perſonal 
hns cry for yengeance? Sure were we to judge 
by humane meaſures, we should reckon to 
have more then a double portion of our Sa- 
viors ſufferings entail'd upon us : yer ſuch is 
the efficacy of his , rbatthey haye commured 
tor ours , and havelefr us only ſuch ashare, 
as may evidence our relation to our crucified 
Lord: ſuch as may ſerve only for!badges 
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and Ccgnizances ro whom we retain. For 
alace , let the moft afflicted of us weigh our 
forrows with his, how abſurdly unequal will 
the con:pariſon appear ? And therefore as the 
beit expedient ro battie ounnatinies, to shame 
us out of our repinings » ler us often draw this 
uneven parelle}, confront our petty uneafinef- 
ſes with his unſpeakable rorments ; and ſure 
*15 unpoflible bor our admiration and grath 
tude muſt ſupplant our impariencies. - . - * 
13. This is indeed the method ro which 
the Apoſtle directs us , Conſider him that en 
dured {uch comtradiGlion of finners againſt bim- 
ſelf , leſt ye be weary andfaint in your minds: 
ye have not yet refiſted unto blood, Hebr. 12. 24. 
Was he contradicted, and shall we expect to 
be humor'd and compl1'd with > Did he refilt 
fo blood ; and hall werthink thoſe preſlures 
intolerable, which forceonly a few tears from 
us > This is ſuchan unmanly niceneſs ,as ut- 
rerly makes us nnfit to follow the Captainof 
our falyation, Whar a ſoldier is helikero 
make , that will rake noshare of the hazards 
and hardships of His General > Honeſt Usiah 
Would nor rake the lawful folaces of is own 
houſe, upon the conſideration thathis Lord 
foab (rhough ber his fellow ſubject ) lay in- 
camped inthe open fields, 2, Sam, 11. 11. yea, 
though he was ſent by him from the Camp. 
And $hall we bafely tor{ake ours in purſuit of 


Our eaſe > Heis of a dangerous ſpirit , whom | 
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the example of his ſuperior will not ammaare. 
Plutarch tells us,that Cazo marching through | 
the delarts , was ſodiſtreſt for water , tiiac a 

ſmall quantiry was broaght to him in a he: - 
mer as a great prize , which he retuing 52+ 

cauſe he could nor help his ſoldiers to rh.2 

lixe, they were ſorranſporred with that gen2- 
_y , thar it extinguishr theſenſc otro 
thirſt, and they were ashamed ro complauz of 
what their Leader volamarily endure. for 

thair ſakes. And ſnrely we cxtreamly diſcredic 
our in{ticution, if we cannot equal their 1232+ 

aity , and follow ours with as great alacrity 

through all rhe difficulties he has traces Þ :- 
{ce us, and for us. 

14, Nor ler us think to excuſe oF ici ves 
upon the 1imporency of our ilesh, waich wants 
tae afliftance which his divinity gave aun :; 
for thar plea is ſuperſcded by the fore-men- 
rioaed exemples of the Saints , m1 ofuke 
paltions with us, who not only patiently , bur 
joy fully endured all tribulations ; by wir 

Ir oe: it 1s not-unpotTiblero our narure, 
with thoſe aids of grace which are commozi 
to Us. With them : for certainly the difigrence. 
berween them aud-11s, isnor ſo much inthe, 
degrees of rhe aids, as in the diligence of em- 
ploying them. Ler us therefore, as the Apo- 
tleadvit2s, /ift uy the hands which hang dow», 
and the feeb'e kriers, Hebr. 12. 12. and with a 
noble curiiation follow thoſe heroick patterns 
G 5 they 
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they have ſet us. And fince weſee that eyen 
thoſe Fayorites of heayen , have ſmartcd{o 
leverely, letus neyer dream of an immunity z 
bur when eyer vve findour ſelycs inclining to 
any ſuch HBarrering hope , ler eyery one of us 
tpb-aid onrfelves in thoſe terms the Tews did 


our Saviour, Art thou greater then Abraham, 


ard th: Frophets, whom makeſt thou thy ſelf ) 
John 8.52. Nay., we may deicend lower and 
rake in not only the inferior Saints of former 
r1125 bur all rhoſe our contempotaries in ſuf- 
ferings, which are moſt within our view , and 
may as rhe \\ poſtles queſtion, 1what then? are 
ive bctier then they > Rom. 3.9. It yvethink 
weare , *t is Certain we are ſo much yyo! ſe by 
thar infolence ; and if vye confeſs we are nor, 
upon whar {core can we pretend to be better 
treared 2 To conclude , let usnot pore onely 
tipon our pecitliar evils , bur atrenrtiyely look 
about 11s , and conſider vyhat others endure : 
and fince in frolicks we can ſport our ſelves 
with many uneaſineſſes for company ſake, ler 
us not be more pufillanimous 1nour foberer 
monds , bur every man cheerfully take his 
tttrn in bearinz the common burden of mor- 
ealiry,till we pur off both ir at] 1ts appendayes 
rogerher » when this mortal Shall puron 1m- 
mortality, I Cor. 15. 54. 
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Of particular Aids for gaining of 


Contentment. 


LW E have nov paſt through all thoſe 
* contiderations we at fiift propoſed, 
and may truſt rhe conſidering Reader tro make 
his own collections : yer becaule imparience 
15 the vice that has been ail this while arraign- 
a, 1 am ro forc-{ceir poſſible , rhat rhole 
vwwho haye toe greateſt Ucgree of rhart, may be 
the leaſt yviiung to atrena the yyhole procels 
and therefore 1 think it may not be amifſe 
for their caſe tO {uit and reduce all into ſome 
short directions and rules for the acquiring 
CO:1TEVUNENT, ; 

2. Thebrit and moſt fundamentalis , th: 
mortitying our pride , yyhich as iris the ſe- 
minary of r-olt fins ,. {o eſpecially this of re- 
pining. Men that are highly opinioned of 
themlelyes are commonly uniatisfiable : for 
how vyell ſocyer they are treated , they (till 
think it short of their merits. Princes have. 
ofren experimented this in thoſe vvho have 
done them ſignal ſeryices ;. but God finds it 
in thoſe yyho have done him none , and yye 
expect he $hall diſpenſe ro us according to 
thole falſe eſt.mates yye pur upon our ſelyes. 
Therefore he thara(ſpires ro Content , muſt 
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firſt take truer meaſures of himſelf , and cone li 


fider thar as he was nothing till God gaye 
bim a being , ſo all that he can produce trom 


that being, 1s Gods by original right, and 


therefore can pretend atonothing of reward ; 
{o that whareyer he receives , 1s ſtill upon 
the account of new bounty ; and to complain 
that he hasno more, is like the murm..rsof 
an unthankful debror , who yvould till in- 
creaſe thoſe ſcores which he knows he can ne- 
ver pay. 

3. in the ſecond place , ler every man 
conſider how many bleſſings ({ norwih- 
ftanding his no clame to any ) he daily en- 
joyes : anc whether thoſe he ſo impariently 
raves after be not much inferjor to rhem. 
Nay ler himask hisown heart, wherher he 
would quir all .rhote he has , for then he 
wants, and if he would not (as ſuppoſe no 
man in his wirs wouid , thoſe wits being 
part of the barter ) let himrhen judge how 
unreaſonable his repinings are , when him- 
lelt conteileshe has the better part of world- 
y happineſs, and neverany man living had 
all, 

4. In rhe third place therefore ler him le- 
cure his daty of thankfulneſs for thoſe good 
things he hath, and thar will inſenſibly un- 
dermine h1z impatiencies tor the reſt, irbeing 
wmpo:iible to be ar once thankful and owr- 
muring. To this purpoſeir were yery well, 

ut 
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ifhe would keep a ſolemn catalogue of all the 
bounries, protections, and deliyerances he has 
received trom Gods hand , and every 


{night examine what accetions that day has 


brought ro the ſum : and he that did this, 
would undoubtedly find ſo many incitations 
to gratitude , that all thoſe ro diſcontent 
would be ſtifled in rhe croud. And fince 


[acknowledgement of Gods mercies 1s all the 
[tribute he exa<ts tor them, we mult certainly 


look on that as an indiſpenſable duty: & there» 


| fore he that finds that God ſhortens his hand, 


ſtops the efflux of his bounty rowards him, 
thould refle& on himſelt , wherher he be 
not behind. in that homage by - which he 
holds , and have not by his unthanktulneſs 
turned away good things from kim , Fai. 
59.8. And it he find it io { as whoalace 
is there that may not? ) he cannot lure 
for shame complain , bur mult in prudence 
reinforce his grarude for yyhart 1s lefr, 
« an beſt means to recoyer yyhat he has 
ot, 

5. Bur his murmurs vylll yer be more 
amazingly filenc'd , if in the tourth place he 
coinpares the gogd things he enjoyes yyitn 
the ill he has done. Cerratnly, thus 1s a moit 
infallible cure tor our unpatiencies , the ho- 
lieſt man living being able ro acculehimtelfot 
luch fins, as would a:cording to all iunnane 
mealtues of equity fortent all bleiJings , and 


G 7 pull 
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pull. down a greater weight of judgement 
rhen the moſt miſerable groan under. There- 
fore as betore I adyifed ro keep acaralogue of 
benetits received , 1o here it yyould be of uſe 
to draw up one of fins committed. And 
doubtleſs he rhat confronts the one vvith the 
other cannot bur be aſtonished ro findthem 
borh ſo numerous , equally yrondring ar 
Gods mercy in continuing his bleflings, in 
deſpight of all his provocations , and at his 
Own Paſenefs in continuing his preyocations, 
in deſpighr of all rhoſe bletfings. Indeed 'ris 
nothing bur our aftctted ignorance of our 
own demerits , that makes ur poſlible tor us 
rorepine under the ſevereſt of Gods diſpenſa- 
tions. Would yye but ranſack our hearts, 
and ſee all. the abomnnarions that lie rhere, 
nay would rhe moſt of us bur recolleCt rhoſe 
barefaced crimes , which even the Worid can 
witneſs apainft us, we should find more then 


enough tro bailance tne heayielt of our preſ- | 
fures. When therefore by our impatient | 


{truglings yve fret and gall ourſeives under 
our burdens, ler us interrogare our ſouls in the 
words of the Propher, 1/hy doth a living man 
complain, a man for the punishmert of his ſus ? 
Let us nor ſpend our breath inmurmurs and 
Out-cryes , which only ferye to provokemore 
it:1pes ; bur /ct us ſearch ard try our ways, 
end turn again torbe Lord , Lam. 3. 39. dilt- 
gently ſeek ourzhat accurſedthing which has 


caulcd; 


| 
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 fTavſedour difcomfeiture, Josh.6. 18. andby 
{the remoyal ofrhat , preparerhe way forthe 
acceſs of mercy. But alace, how prepoſtero'1s 
amethod do we take urour Mihions > We 
accu(c every thing but whar we ought , furi- 
ouſly fly ar all the ſecond cauſes of our calami- 
ry , nay too! Often ar the firſt by impious di- 
ſpures of providence , and in the meantime, 
as Fob ſpeaks , the 700? of the matter 1s found 
mus, Job 19.28. We $helrer and protect in 
ur boſoms the real Author of our miſeries; 
The true way then to allay the ſen'c of our 
ſufferings, 1s to-ſlarpen thar of our fins. The 
rodigal thought the meaneſt condition in his 
haben family a pre ferment , Make me one of 
thy hired ſervants, Luke 15. 19. Andit we 
have his penitence, we shall have his ſubnifit 
ton alſo, and calmly atrend Gods diſpoſals 
{Of Us. 
| 6. As every man in his affliction is ro- 
| look inward on his own heart , foalſoup- 
| ward » and conſider by whole providence all 
leyents are order'd. Is there any evi! ( 1. e. 
(of punishment) inthe city, and the Lord hath 
' #ot done it > Amos 3. 6- and yyhart are yye 
; worms that vve should dilpute vvith him 2 
| Shall a man contend with his Maker?Lerthe 
| potsherd ſtrrve With the potsberds of the earth , 
Hai. 45.9. And as his power is nor tO be con- 
rod, lo neither is his juſtice robe impeacIrd. 
| Fhall 20t the judze of all the earth doright-? 
Gen, 
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Genel. 18. 25. And where we can neither 
rehſt nor appeal , what have we to do bat 
humbly ro ſubmit? Nor are we only come þ 
pelled ro1r by neceflity , but induced and in» 
vited by intereſt, fince his dilpenlations are pod 
directed not barely ro alſert his dominion, bur fwd! 
Io evidence his paternal care over us. He fuel 
diſcerns our needs, and accordingly applies ty »tO 
us. The benigaity of k1isnarure perwits him [ge 

nor to take delight 1n our diftrefſes, he doth (oC 
ot affi.tt willingly , nor grieve the children of con! 
men , Lam. 3. 33. and therefore when eyer he 
adminiſters ro-us a bitter cup » we may be fure [ut 
the ingredients are medicinal » and fuch as our 
infirmitics require. He dares nor truſt our 
intewperate appetites with unmixr prolperi- ſfles 
ties, the lushiouinels whereof, though ir may [VC 
plcate our palars , yerlike Saint Fohns book, |vyN 
Revel. 10.9. That bony iz the mou b may |\is 
prove gallin the bowels, izender the moſt fa- Jthe 
tal diſeaſes, Ler us therefore 1n our calami- {up 
ties nof co{ult with flesh and blood ,Galat.1.16, jon! 
(vrhich rhe more it 15 bemoauur'd , the more i }of; 
complains) but look tothe hand rhat ſtrikes; jthe 
and affureour ſelyes, tharthe (tripes are not {{ou 
more leyere, then he ſees nece{lary inorder |al 
to our good : and {ince they are fo , they | 
ought 10 reaſon ro be our choices as well as jar 
his ; and not onely 1eligion , but ſ{el{-love will |m 
prompt usto iay , with od Ely, It is zhe Lord, | bu 
it kim do what ſeemeto him good , 1 Sam. 3 l. 
it 
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alace , we denot underſtand what 1Sour 
tereſt ; becauſe we do notrightly underſtand 
What we are our ſelves. . We contider our 
elves meerly in our animal being , our bodies 
knd thoſe ſeniniye taculties veited zn them, 
nd when we are.invaded there , we think we 
lire undone, though that breach be made one- 
th,to relieve thar diviner pai t within. us,beſie- 

red and oppreft with the flesb abour ir (for lo 

God knows it roo oftens 3 ) or if we donor 
{confider it in that notion of an enemy , yet at 
the urmioſt eſtimate > the body is to the ſoul 
but as the garment tothe body, a decent caſe 
or cover ; now what man (not ſtark frantick) 
would nor rather haye- his clothes cur then his 
fesh > and rhen by the rate of proportons 
ye may vvell queſtion our own ſovriety, 
iyhen we repinethar our ſouls are ſecured ax 
INF CCur or our bodies , and that is certainly 
te worſt, the unkindeſt deſign, that God has 
upon us ; andour impatient refiftances ferye 
oply ro fruſtrate the kind, rhe medicinal part 
of aflictions, bur will not at all reſcue us from 
the ſevere. - Our murmurings may raineour 
buls, but will neyeraverr any of our outward 
calamities, 

7. A ſeventh help ro contentment 15 to haye 
ariphr eftimare of rne World , and the com- 
mon {tare of humanity : ro conſider the World 
bur as a ftage, and ourſelves bur as actors, 
and ro reſolye that it 1 yery limle material 
| what 
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what part we play , ſo we doit well. A* Co-felici 
median way get as much applauſe by aCtinghyffer 
rhe ſlave as the conqueror,and he rhat aQsrhehngra 
ene to day , way ro morrow reyerſe the partfo rh 
and perſonare the other. So great arethehur 0 
viciiitudes of the World, that there 1s no buil-hare 
ding any frm hopes upon it, All rhe certainffnce 
we haveof it, is, that in every condition it hashyirt 
!ts nneatineſles : fo that-when we court ahhis « 
change , we ratherfecF ro ary thenend'attheig 
miferies.” And certainly he that has well im-|{c 
preſt upon his mind the-vanity and yexativſlere 
of the World, cannot be much ſurpriſeda}- $8 
any thing thar befalls himin it, We expect noþegl 
more ct any thing bur. todo its-kind , and welfer? 
may as weli be angry that we cannor bring ther x] 
lions ro our cribs , or fix the windto a certam{the 
POINT , a5 that vie cannot-ſecure our ſelves by 
trom dangers and diſappointments in this|ſely 
rough and mutable World. Weare therefore | wa: 
to lay itas an infallible maxime , that in this {rior 
yale of tears eyery man muſt meer with fot- |the 
rows and difaſters : and then ſure vve may ſhig 
rake Our peculiar with evenneſs of temper, as |py 
being bur rhe natural conſequent of our being [thi 
men, And though poſſibly we may eyery one [my 
think himſelf ro h:.ye a double portion, yet len 
that is uſuaily from the deceitful compariſons | ey 
we make of our ſelyes with others. We take |th: 
the magnifying glaſſes of diſcontent and envy [ani 
when we view our own mtiferies and _ of 

Cc - 
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liciries,but look on our enjoyments & rheir 
wutferings through the contracting optics of 
ngratitude and incompaſſions: and whilſt we 
$6 rhus, *r ;« invpicilic bur we mult foment 
Shur own disfaristaftions. Herhat will com- 
re to good putpoſe mult doithoneſtly and 
Incerely , and view his neighbours calamiries 
wirh the ſame attention he does his cwn , and 
bis own comforts with the fame he does his 
neighbours : and then many of the grear 
i ung inequaEries would come prerry near a 
Ievel.! 

' 8. Bur even where rhey donot, it in the 
eighth place deſerves however to be conſi- 
{der'd how il] natur'da thing it is, for any man 
lrorhink himſelf more miſerable becauſe ano- 
Ither js happy : and yerthisis the yery thing, 
by which atone many ten haye tnade thein- 
{ſelves wretched : for many have created 
wants » meerly from the enyious contempla- 
ron of other mens abundance. Andindeed 
there i5 nothing more difingenuous, or (to go 
higher) more Diabohical. Lucifer was hap- 
py enough in his original ſtate , yer conld not 
think himſelf fo becauſe he was not [ike the 
moſt high, 1ſai.14.14. And when by rhat info- 
lent ambition he had forfeired bliſs , it has 
jeyer fince been an aggrayarion of his rormenr, 
that mankind is afſumed to a capacity of it; 
and accordingly he makes it the deſign 
of his enyious induſtry to defear him. 

| Now 
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Now how pe: fectly are thetvo firſt partsof þ 
this copy tranſcribed, by thoſe who firſt can-þy (; 
not be ſatisfied with any inferior degree of pros bc 
ſperity,and chet wher their impatiencies With kres 
other mens enjoyments of what theFcannothect 
attain > And *c 1s5nuch robe doubted , thath þ 
they who go thus far may compleat the pa#ſygy 
rallel, and endeayour whenrhey have oppot-|x1,, 
runiry ro underminerhat happinels they envy, pzty 

refore ſince Satan is ſo apt to imprelshisþ, )/ 
whote unage » where he has draw'n any oftusfyhe 
lineamenrs, it.concerns us warily to g:ard our aq 
ſelves , and by a Chriſtian Symparby with our{Go 
brethren, Refoyce With them that do r2joy bo i 
Rom. 12. 15. make 'the comforts of others ſh;, 
an allay notan improvement of our own mile- |, 
rics. Charity has a ſtrange magnetick po» 
wer , and arirats the conggrns or ous with 
thren to. us; and he that has thatin his brealt [þ 
can never want refresbmenrt, whilſt any about 
him are happy» for by adopring their intereſt, 
he shares in their joyes. , Fezbrorhough a 
alien , 7ejoyced for allth: good God had doneto 
Iſrael, Exod. 18. g. and why should nor vye 
have as ſenſible a concurrence vvith our fel- [w] 
low Chriſtians > And he that has ſo, vvil |us 
Rill find ſomething to balance his own ſufle- ds 
rings. : { hs 
9. Lethim har aſpires ro contentment ſet |{ 
bounds to his deſire. *T is our common fault |\, 
in this affair , we uſually begin at ene Wong Ie 

end, 
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t nd, we erlarge our deſires as bell, andcamnot 
Þ& ſatisfied , Hab. 2. 5. and then think God 
wes us 11], 1f he do not fill our inſatiable appe- 
tes ; whercas if we would confine Our ex- 
Chectations ro thoſe things which we need, or 
Lhe has promiſed , there are tew of us who 
"Would not find than abundantly anſwered. 
*INace, how few things are there which our 
* nature ( if not ſtimulated by fancy and luxue 
Sy) requirzs ? And how rareisit to find them 
who want thoſe > Nay , who have notmany 
dditionals fo: delight and pleaſure > Andyer 
Gods promiſe under the Go! pel extends only 
orho'e neceſſaries, for where Chriit aſſures 
{his diſciples thar zheſe things sAall be addedunto 
'[them, Matth.6.33. the context apparently re- 
{ſtrains theſe 1b19;8 ro mear and drink , and 
{cloarhing. Theretore ta} e no thouzht for the 
bfe what you shall eat,or what you sþh1ll drin\, 
[nor yet for the body what you (hall put on,verie 
[25- now yvhar pretence haye we to claime 
{more then our Charter gives us > God neyer 
[articled with rhe ambitious ro give him ho» 
nours , with the coverous to fill his bags , or 
| with che yoluptuous to teed his luxuries. Let 
us rherefore, if we expect tobe ſarisfied, moe 
deftly confine our deſires within rhe limits ha 
has ſerus.z and thenevery accefſion which he 
ſyperads will oppou (whar it is) alargeſs and- 
bounty, Bur whilſtour appetites. arebounds 
lels, and rather ſtretchrthen filled with our 
acqueſts, 
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acqueſts,whar poſſibility isrhere of their ſatis{, | 
faction > And when we importune Gold fog, x, 
It » we do but affign him ſuch a rask the Por, 
made a repreſentation of their Hell,rhe filling, 


a fieve with water, or the rolling aſtone up. R 


precipice. 
10. A great expedient for contentment, ig 
to confine o1r thoughts to the preſcnt,and nog 
to letthem looſe to farure eyents. Would wel 
bur do this, we might shake off a grear parth 
of our burden: for we often heap fanatic 
loads npon our felyes by anxious preſages of: 
. . . { 
thing3 which perhaps will never happen, and 
yer fink more under them , then under the 
real weight thar 1s aCtually upon us. And this} 
15 certainly one of the greateſt follies imagine] 
ble : for either the evil will come orir will 
not, if it will, *c is fureno ſuch defirable guelt oT 
that we should TO Our ro Meet it, we $hall teel 
it tine enough when ir falls on us ; we need. 
not project to anticipate our ſenſe of it : bu 
if ir will not, what extreme madneſs is it foraF. 
man to torment hini{e]f yjirh that yvhich will 
ney2r be, to create engines df tortures , andÞ; 
by tuch aerial affllctions , make himſelf as mi-| 
ſerable as the moſt real on2s could do > And 
traely this ts all rhat we uſually ger by our] 
fore-fighrs. Previfion 1s one of Gods artri- 
butes,& he mocks ar all o1r pretences to tot; | 
wy a frequent defearing of all our fore-cafts. | 
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do's 1t often in 0ur hopes ; ſome little crofs } 
Cit- 
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$cumſtance many runes demolishes thoſe 

wodly machins we raiſe ro our (elves ; and 
& does it no lels in our fears, thoſe ills we fo- 

maly expected often baulk us , and others 
mm an uncxpetted coaſt {uddenly invade us. 
Þ{d {ance we are ſo blind ,fo short-fighted,ler 
&never rake upon us to be ſcouts,ro diſcoyer 
Þnger ara diſtance (for 'tis manifold odds we 
Þ4l oniy bring home falſe alarms) but lerus 
our ſelycsupon thar moſt admirable A- 
Þoriſm of our bleſſed Lord , Sufficient unto 
Je day 15 the evil thereof, Matth. 6. 24. apply 
jr ſelves with Chriſtian courage to bear the 

elent and leaye God either roauginent or 
Eminish , as he ſees fit for the fature. Or if 
'Ke vvill ncedsbe looking forward, ler it be in 
\edience not contradiction to our duty : let 
s entertain our ſelyes with thoſe futurities 
hich vye are ſure arc not Chimera's , death 
d judgement, heaven and hcll. The nearer 
re draw theſe rhingsro our view » the more 

ſenſible will all intermedial obje<Cts be; the 
ill decetve our ſenſe of preſent , and muc 
pore foreſtal rhe qyeShontion of future evils: 
br *t.is our neglect of things eternal, that 
raves us thus at leiſure for the tranlitory. 

I1, In the laft place, let us inall our di- 
reſſes ſuperſede our anxieties and follici- 

udes by that moſt effeCtual remedy the 
' {poſtle preſcribes, Is any manafflifted let him 
ay, Jam. 5. 14. And this ſure is a moſt wr 
I | tion 
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ticnal preſcription : for alace, what can we ques, 
town the redreſs ot our griefs, We wh@ V 
are (0 impotent , that we have not powepant | 
oyer the moſt deſpicable excreſcence of ouſfle 
own body,cannot make on hair white or black 
Matrh. 5. 39. what can we do towardsr 
new moulding our condition , or modellir 
rhings without us > Qar ſollicitudes fery 
only ro bind'our burdens faſter upon us, þ 
this expedient of Prayer will cercainly reliey&C0! 
us, Call upox me, lays God,.tn the time of trout 
ble , and Þ will hear thee , aud. thou shalt praiſſw 
me,P atm 50.15, When eyer therefore wed: 
are ſinking un the floods of attiition, lery 
thus ſupporc our ſelves by repreſenting ouſpe't 
wants unto Our gracious Lord , cry unto hinfem, 
as Saint Pezer hid, Match. 14- 30. and he willſey” 
Fake us by the hand , and be the wind: never (gpm! 
borRrous or contrarj,preſerve us from GinkingP 
the waves or billows of this troubleſom! 
World, will ferve bur rotols us cloſer incohil 
arms , who can with a word appeaſe thgpn 
rougheſt tempett , or re{cue from iz. Qler uP'e 
not then be {o.ynxind to our ſelves , as ro nefpe 
ole t rhis infallible m2ans of or deliverance 1: 
but with the P'almilt rake our rf weundeyi 
the sbad»iv of the divine wingstiltib: calamit 
be over-paſt. Pſalm 57.1. And as this is a fare 
expedient in all our real mporranr attliions 
ſo it is a gool teſt by which'totry whar are 
fo, We are often peeyish and di! Gage 
rifles 
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les, nay. we take chequarrels ofourlults 
Ro , and me Cond when they 
nt their wisht ſupphes.” Now in eitherof 
ſe caſes, no manthar ax all conſiders who 
prays to, Will dare to inſert theſe in his * 
e:3, it being a contemprof God ro invoke” 
rinrhings foflight as the one , or tmpious 
the other. lr: wilttherefore be- for- 
ry man when he goes ro addreſsfor relief, 
confider which of his' preſfares they are, 
at are worthy of that ſolemn deprecation :” 
when he has ſingled tho:e our; let hitti re" 
&, and he will find he'hasin that prejudged” 
his other diſcontetsasfrivolousor wicked. ? 
dd Thety ture he cannot think fir okkarbour” 
mm, bur muſt tor ſhame diſmiſs then? ſince? 
y' are ſuch, as he dars'notayow'tobim,: 


Wayes pities our real miſeries, burguarima-* 
tary ones date not demandit; Lerus not! 
ncreate inch diieates to'Gurſelyes} agwe' 
#nor declare. ro'oar Phyfaidh :- and-when' 
e are preciuded , for ail the reft Su, Pavids- 
ipe 18a Catholicon , Be careful for nithiig} 
Þ in every thmg by pra; ergaudfipplicstions} 
qu th ankggiving' ;" er Jour a1, 2h as 
ol Wn #9 God: Phil 4. 6. 


k vyhom alone he cain expert relief. God” 
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SEC. X1, 

| Of Refi; nation. 
I. A Nd now amidſt ſuch yariery of re-þt, 
CCS  '© will be hard to inftance anyſe: 
one {ort-of calamity which can eſcape theirhric 
efhicacy , it they be bur duly applied. Bur 
indeed we haye generally a compendious 
way of fruſtrating all remedies by neverf 
waking ule of them : like tantaſtick patients 
"we are well enough content to have our diſ-k 
caſe diſcouſt , and medicinespreſcnb'd , burhrf 
when the Phyſick comes, have ſtill ſome pre-Þhi 
rence; or other ro protract the raking ir. But knci 
I $hall beſcech the Reader to confider , rhath «1 
countels are not Charms, to work without 
any-caoperation of rhe. concern'd perſonþk 
they mult be adverted to, they muſt be pon-kin 
der'd. and gonfider'd , and finally they muſter 
be prathic'd , or elle che urmoſt good rhey canji 
do us} 1s to give us a few hours diyertiſement 
inthe reading: butthey do us a miſchief thatþb 
whoiy.our-weighs it , forthey improveourue 
guiles by the ineffective tendertbey make 1 
reſcuing us from them, and leave usaccounthhz 
ablenor onely for rhe 0r1ginal crimes, bur outÞiry, 
obſtinate adheſion to rhem in ſpight of ad-fni; 
moimtion. | 
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2. 4 fay rhis becauſciris4little roonow- 
jus » that' many take up books only as rhey: 
) cards or dice ,- as an in{tramentof diver- 
mn. *T is agood entertainment of rheir c1u- 
firy to-ſee'vnat can be faid-upen any ſub- 
þt , and be it well or ll handled ,'they cah 
ſeaſe themlelves equally wh theinpamuity 
rridiculouſnels of the compoſite, and wha 
y have do 1e this, they have done all they 
n'd, This indeed way be tolerable in 
pmances and Play-books , but fure ir ill be- 
&s Divinity. Andyet Lfearirofreneft hap- 
tens there : tor in the former ſome do project 
br ſomerriyiai improvements , as the embel- 
phing-of rh/ir ſtile}, "rhe inſpiriringot their 
facies ; and ſome men would ſcarce be able 
Þ drive their pedlingrradeof wir , didthey 
ot rhus {weep rhe age : bur alace ,- hoy 
any boo!:'s 0; pi gy areread , of whichone- 
or diſcernithe leaſt tinXure inmetiscon- 
lations, which ſure does it1/a great meathre: 
Foceed from the wantofa deteriniinate deſizn 
their reading » mens-practice beingnorapt 
Þbe leſs royers then rheir ſpeculation, _ He 
[War takes a-practical tubjectin hand:;' mutt 
Wit with of 0m to contotmiais practiſe ro 
Fhat- he {Hall rhere be-convinEd to-be his: 
ty and he thatcomes nor with thisptobiry 
mind, is 2or ike tobe much benefited by 
Sreading: | | "297 
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-3«: But: one | vvould|chink this Should be Ik 
at” unneeeflary- Gaumtion at this: time , for kms 
ſincethe intentok thisrratt ,. is onely toshew. luc 
men the way 40. contentment: 't istObe ſuge. hho 
poled the:;Readers vvUl be as much-ateats ed 
nelt - as:the 'Wriixes can. be 5 It being every, f 
mans: proper: and molt important imiereſt;, tho! 
the inftar:ng. him the; bigheſt' and moſt, ide 
ſupreine- feliciry that this World can admits th 


yet for all this fair, probability , I doubt FT: 


many. wilk-in this inſtance have. the ſame in {Ch 
difference;they- haye'in their other ſpirimal; ma 
COnCcerns; . [7X54 - | | THE | T7 
-i$5/'T' 18; true indeed-thar a: querylons tee. hip « 
punng humour, 15 One of the moſtpernids/hhi 
ous, the moſt ugly habits incident tro mans: fira\ 
kind; but. yer as deformed people are oft:þo b 
the- maſt in love -veith themſelves, ſ@ this hab 
crooked: piece, of our temper. , is of- all:ys ir 
others:the:-moſt; maulgent! ro-ir ſelf; , Merperſ 
lancholly 1s the molt itub-born and natractarhba 
ble 'of all humoursz: and diſcourent | beingiland 
the of&-ſpring of that:, partakes of rhat./in- hve 
flexibility: :. and accordingly  vve ſee haw hu 
impregriable ir.ofren'is-, againſt al] aſaulesof uv 
reaſon; and; Religion too; Jonah inn odeh the 
mood: would-juttifie his diſgonrenrt eyen t9ſnay 
proof. , daeft thou well-ro beangry.2 Jon-4» geht th 


aver he did well tobe angry even r6-ne deaths i 


Fe. X1, .Of Reſignation. 7 #67 
lod do. we-not frequently Gomes uponan | 
npatience -Of ſome diſappointmenr.,; grow 
lap oe irs cnet Ther frig1gds, 
heir children , their meat , their drink, 
2ry thi rows nauleouato them, and in 
þ i fraqtick contents, they © Fen fg Wy 
k ole things-vyhach they .moſt 
ſiders this peevish zmpatience (18. NE Ta 
| k rt > har”T. is: ſcarce pole ho aryl: 
T vyJl nurish ir FAT vvith Phantalms aud 
Chimeras , ſuboro a thouſand ſurnuſes, po 
paginary. diſtzeſſes ro,abet 1ts -Pretences: 
{md though eyery one of us can remo 
jo one another ,| the unreaſonablenelſſe Of 
is diſcontent 5. yet. ſcarce any, af. us Fi vill 
{raw the argument home, or {11 ex Our elve 
Þ be convine'd by what we urge as Au, 59f 
table moneys. Nay , farther this humogr 
| Ar Er diverſion, , HOWS to QON- - 


3 bi _labodily 
| Shar: q p:&4 oe Fe are feet ;glad cya 


jad all arts ih 

{avertaud deceive ths ſe hh Phes anzutsh : 
in this diſeaſe of the mind , men cherish 
zd improve their torment , roll and.chew 

2 bitter.pill in rheir mourhs., rhat th 
hay be {are.ro have its urmoſt Aavour 3 5 = 
y deyogpeg, all heir. thoughts to rhe ſubject 
Berga keep. up an uninterrupted ſenſe 
it; as if rhey % | oe "a Tyranny for 
| rhem- 


16 The" Art of Colrenement 


and loved to'feel themſelves die.” Indeedf 


for the ſmalleſt breathing time. A ftrarge 
jr viight tobe the fundamental care of him |" 
thar would cure men of their diſcontents , tw 
bring rhem ro a hearty willingneſle of being fore 
cured, 

bs 5 It may be this will look like pare 
ari SICh 


nothing more 1in-earneft , then to be 


themiſelVe# which Calizula had for-orhers oe 


there 1s Tor a more abſurd contradiction inl 
the World, then to hear men cry our of the}, 
weighr, rhe intolerableneſſe of rheir burden, h 
and yer graſp it as faſt as if their life wereſ# , 
bound np init; will'not depoſireir , no not 's 
faſtination ſhite}, and yer 1o' frequent , thaſ®? 


«2 


re 
6 


(of 


every man will be apr ro fay he wish 
red of his preient diſcontenr, He that is poor Wt 
would be cured by wealth ,” he thar is low |. - 
and Foot ; Ace wag and Surg Low ſo TH 
2n Hydropick perſon may ſay he defirests 
rave bicthirſ cred by a perpetual ſupply of! P 
drink ,*yer all ſober peopleknow - that that 
is the onely way to increaſe it; bur letthe 6 
whole habit of the body be rectified , and; 
then the thirſt will ceaſe of it ſelf. ' And cer- 
rainly *c is rhe yery ſamein the preſent caſe, 
no outward acceſſions will ever farisfic our 
cravings, or apperites muſt be ranitd and re- 
duced , and they will never be ablet&raiſe tu- 
mulrs 3 orpur us intomunity and diſcontent , 
| | and | 
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nd he (and rone bur he ) that ſubmits xo 
this method , can truely be ſaid to defire'a 


re. 
6. But he thar thus arreſts rhe reality of his 
"{delires , and ſeeks contentment 1n its proper 
AIphere , may ſurely arrive to ſome conhdera- 
'IÞle degrees of it. We find inall ages meb, 
that onely by the direQtion of natural lighc 
ſhave calmed their diſquiets , and reaſoned 
Ithemſelves inro contentment even under 
{orear and ſenſible preflures ; men who amidſt 
Ithe acureſt rorments, have ſtill preſerved a 
ſerenity of mind , and havefruitrated con- 
tempts and reproaches by diſregarding rem: 
and ſure we pive a very ill account of our 
Chriſtianity ; if we cannor do as much with ic 

&tiey did without it. ts 
7. 1 do not here propoſe ſuch a Stoical 
Inſenſibility as makesno diſtinction of eyents, 
which thongh it has been vainly pretended 
to by many , yer fure was never attained by 
any , upon the {trengrh of diſcourſe. Some 
natural dulnefſe or caſual ſtupefation mult 
concur to that , and perhaps by doing ſo, 
has had the luck ro be canoniz'dfor yerrue. 
Imean only ſuch-a ſuperiority of mind as rair 
ſesus above our ſ1fferings, rhoughitexempr 
ts not from the ſenſe ofrhem., Wecannor 
propoſe ro our ſelves a higher patern inany 
yertue then our blefſed hog :. yet we fee he 
| .* "nor 
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©aovionely felt that load under yyhich-helay, 


w! 


-but had themott pungent and quick ſenſe of 8 
it, ſuch as prompted thoſe earneſt deprece [{i 
tions ','- Father if it be poſſible let this Cup all 


ipafſe ; -yet all thoſe diſplacencies of his flegh 
"Were 'furmounted by -the zeſignation of his 
-$pirir;" neverthelee 'n0r What 1 will \ hit 


'2pbaz '#hou- wilt , "Lake 22. And certainly | 


-he"that in imitation of this paterh , does'in 
fpight of all'the reluctancies of his ſence, 

us entirely-'fabmit his witl , however he 
may be ſad, yet he is not impatient ; nor'is he 


like tobelad long , for-to-him that is rhus re- } 
fed, Light will ſpring-up , Pialin 07. 1x. 


ſome good Argel will 'be ſent like that'to 
-our Saviour 'to relieve his 'diſconſolation, 
God wil ſend either forme outward allayes, 
or give ſuch interior comforts and ſupports, as 
$ha Repo thoſe afflictions be takes 


not ot. - 
 \- 8-'Tndeed' the grand defign of Goll in-cor- 


teAting us is { the ſame with that of apru. 
dent Parents rowards his Child ) to break 
onar-wills. Thar ftub-born faculry will ſcarce 
bent} wirh' eaſy touches , and therefore does 
require ſame force : and when by tnat 
rougher handling , he has bronghr it to a 
pliantaeſſe, the work is done. *T is there- 


fore bar intereſt to cooperare with this de- | 


ſign”, to affiftr as much as we are able to- 


wards | 


v7 


| 
1 


hi 


p: 
th 
w 
by 
b! 
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C 
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n 
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wards the ſubjugaring. this unruly. part, of 


Flour ſclyes, This is that Sheba , 2 Sam, 20. the 


* ſurredring of whom is Gods expectation in 


all rhe cloſe ſeges he layes to us. Let us then 
be ſo wiſe, as by an early reſigningit to diyert 
his farther hoſtalities , and buy our peace with 
hun. _. | ) 

,.9. And truely this is the way not onely to 
gain peace with him, bur our ſelyes roo 2 'ris 


which breeds all the confuhon and tumulrs 
within our own breaſts, and thereis no poſſt- 
bility of curbing its4a(clence, bur by putting 


Fit into-lafe-cuttody , committing ix,to 


who-( as our Church reachesus ) alone can 
order the unruly wills of finfall men, Indeed 
nothing but experience can fully inform us of 


{the ; ſerenity, and calm of rhat foul , who has 


reſigned his\ will;roe God. All, care of chu- 
fog] for himſelf is happily ſuperſeded ,: he is 
nt ro. n0 anxious! tore-caſts for. furure 
events, for he knows nothing can happenin 
contradiction of that ſupreme will , in which 
he hath ſanRuary :, .which will certaioly 
chuſe for him with that rendernefle and re- 
gard , thar.a faithtal Guardian,wauld for pu- 
pil, an indulgenx father for his child tharcalts 
its ſelf1mrohss arms; - Certainly, there is not 


[in the' World ſuch a holy ſortofartifice, ſo 


Divine a charm co tye par God to us,2s this of 
| Hs reſigning 


the. uſurpation of our will over our reaſon - 


| 


72 


they: are certainly his, whom he have depu-[be 


-Face of adyerſity ſo-averting and'formidable,]| 


The Art of Comentment. Se 
refrpning our felves ro him. We find the Gi.Jan: 
Beomnes NR rhemſel ves yaſlals ro thef pu 
Ifraelites , had thetr whole army at their back 

ro reſcue them in their dan 9% fof . 10.6. andis 
can we think God is jos Coiecge of his} err 
homagers and dependents > [No certainly, hig}ev 
honour as well as his compaſſion is concerndfqu 
in the relief of thoſe who haye ſurrendredJwi 
themſelves to him. eff 

10. Fartheryet, when by reſignation we 

have unired our wills ro God , we have quireſgre 
changed rhe ſcene: , and we who-when our} m: 
wills ſtood fingle were lyable to-perperual de4ed 
feats, in this bleſſed combination ean/neverj hit 
be croff, When our will is twiſted and in-jry 
volved with Gods, the fame omniporence] w! 
which backs his will, does alſoartend ours. 1a f 
Gods will , we are ſure admirs of no controle,}ph 
<arr never: be reliſted; and we haye the ſamejer. 
fecurity for ours,” ſo' Jong asit concurs with} mc 
4t. By this means all'calamiries are unſting'd,ve: 
and everr thoſe rhings which are moſt repug-jme 
nant to/ our ſenſitive natures , are yer very|nit! 
agreeable to: our: ſpirits -- when we conſider} 
they. are implicitly our own choice: ,. finceſtel 


red ro etedÞ fort us: Indeed there cars beno 


which: fer in this light will not'look amia-[wi 
ble: We fee daily how many A y- | 
| - an | 
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Jand prejudices men will contenredly ſuffern- | 
Jourſuir of their wills: and it vve hayereal- | 
| cſponſed Gods', made his will ours , we 
{shall with as great ( nay far greater ) alacrity 
{embrace irs ciſtriburions , how --uneake fo- 
evcr to our ſetife ; our ſouls will moreac- | 
quieſce in- rhe accompliſhment of the Diyine 
will , then our flesh can reluct roany fevyete 
effeCts of ir, Son ee Fs OS 
11. Here then is thar footing of firm: 
Jeround , on which whoſoever can ſtand, 
{may indeed do thar which Archimiderboaſt- 
ed, moye the \vhole World, ' 'He mayas to- 
{himſelf ſubyert the whole courſe gf FW ung- 
ry things, unvenem all thoſe calamiries- 
{which are to others rhegall of Aſps ; andin 
1a farther ſenſe yzritie that Evangelical pro-: 
gphecy , of beting ſivords into. plough-shargs,. 
1 and / pears mto pruns:y hooks , Ear. 2. 4. ths 
1]moſt hoſtile weapotis, rhe moſt 'adyerſe e- 
yents , $hall be by him conyetted nto ltzu- 
- ments of fertility , sball only adyance his ſpi- 
/]nitual growth. "ts Don OO: 
rj 12. And now. who can chuſe” but con-- 
elfelle this a much more eligible ſtare, rhento- 
be alwayes: haratled with" ſolicirudes andi 
res , perperually either fearing fygtre de-- 
fears. ,--or bewailing the paſt.” And then. 
what can. vye call 1; lels ther madneffe gr 
enchantment , for men'to act ſo contrary ro- 
"IF : | a | H6 7:1 -* theip: 


— 
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their own dictates; yea, to their yery ſenſe [Cau! 
and experience , too fee and acknowledge ff R 
the inexplicable; felicity of a reſigned will, jus v 
and yet pervyerſely ro hojd our theirs , though front 

 they,..can get nothing by it , butthe ſullen jGoc 

.pleafure of oppoſing God , and tormenting fdefi 

. themſelves > ot us therefore if not for our du 
duny or eaſe , yet ar leaſt for our reputation, 
.the aſſerting our ſelves men of fobriery andJthat 
common ſenſe, do that which upon all theſeFI: is 
4ntereſts we are abliged; ler us bur giveup{1 S. 
our wills , and. with them we $hall certain} 
ly divert our ſelyes of all otir fruitleſs anxie- 
fies, and caſt our þteirdens upon him who 
Invites us ro do ſo. He who bears all ourſ 
fins , will bear all our ſorrows , our griefs} 
r00; if we will but be content ro dra 
them , he will relieve us from all thoſe op«} 

 preffing weights, which make our ſouls cleaye} — 

To the 13 » Palm 119, 25- and. will in ex] 
CR nge glye us onely his light , bis pleaſant 
burden”, Math, 11. 33. In a word, there willy 
be ng care left for us , bur rhat of keeping ourf 
felycs in a capacity of his : ler us but ſecure]. 
our loye thin 3 andwe areueerractd Ky | 
all thitrs hal war' to:ether for our 200o1,1 © 

ies bas WE obf f”. IN 

* To. coneli1de., Refignation and Corftent 4 


 myentare ycrtues, nor only of a neat coztiation | 
ang r:ſemblaace , but they are linked as thej _ 
PANE COD Cauleſ 


— 
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auſe and the Effect. Lernsbut make fure 
f Reſignation » and Content will tiow into 
gs without our farther induſtry : as on rhe 
contrary whilſt our walls are at defianqe with 
Gods, we sball alwayes find things ar asgreart 
Hefiance with ours. All our ſubriletesor n- 
duſtries will never mould rhem root ſatis- 
actions, rill we have moulded our felyes into 
thar pliant temper rthar we can cordially ſay, 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſcemetbhim good, 
1 Sam, 3.18. "07 Om 
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e Artof -Contemtment. 
The Cloſe, 
I, F His Short inſtitution of rhe Art « 


> Contenzment , Cannot more naturally, 
or more defirably draw roa conchifion » then 
inthe reſort we haye giyen it, in the boſome 


of divine Providexce. The Roman conque- 


rours as the lalt pyrch of all rheir triumphs, 
went rq\the Capnol , and laid their Gar- 


lands inthe lap of Fepiter : bur the Chriſti. 


an has an eaſter way ro Triumph, tro pur his 
crown of rhorns ( for that is rhe trophy of 
his vi&tones) within the arms of his graci- 
ous God 5 there lodge his fears , his wants, 
his ſorrows , and himſelf roo , as in the beſt 
repolirory. 


2. The Goſpel command of zo? caring for 
the merrow , Marth. 6. 34. and being care- 


Full for nothing, Phil. 4-6. nakedly propoſed, 
mighr ſeem rhe abandoning of us toall the 
calamiries- of life : but when we are direQ- 
ed to caſt all our care upon a gracious and all 


' powerful Parent, andare aflured that he cares 


for ws, 1Petr. 5.7; that though a Woman 


may forget her ſucking child, that she should 


not have compaſsion of the ſon of her womb , yet 


vill be nat forget his children , Iſai. 49. 15. 


this will abundantly ſuperſede all cayil and 


objection, Whiltt worldly men truſtinan: 


arm 


x 
n 
le 
my 
D 


Y, 


; 


J 


þ 


mofflesh , lay up rreaſure exearth , a prey 

91 ruſt and moth , Marth. 6. 19. and a for- 
ment to themſelves, James 5. 3 che Chri- 
ſtian bas. Omnipotence for his ſupport. , 
and a treaſurein Heaven, where.no trief ap- 
_—_ ror moth corrupts , Math. 6. 20. 
| hilft bold inquirers call in queſtion Gods 
ſecret will, oblige him to their ſub or ſupra 
lapſarian ſchemes , rheir ablolure or condi- 
tional decrees, rheir grace foreſeen or pre- 


- {derermined ; the pious man with'awetul ac- 


quieſcence fubmi:s to that which is revealed ; 
refolyes for ever to obey ,. bur never todiſ- 
pure ; as knowing that the beloyed Dil- 
ciple lean'd on his Maſters boſome : burr 1s 
the rhiefs and. rraytors part to- go about to: 
nfle it. 

3. *'T is ſurely amodelt demand in the be- 
halfof God Almighty , that we should allow 
him as much-priviledge in his World,as every 


| 


Peſant claims 1m his Cottage 3 tobe Maſter 


' there ,' and diſpoſe of his houſehold. as he 


rhinksbeſt : zo ſay t9rhy many30,and he goeth: 
ard toanother , Come,and he cometh: and to hs 


| ſervant , Doths , and be doth t , Maith. 8.9. 
| Andif we would afford-himthis liberty, there: 


would be an.immediare end put to all. clamor 
and complaint. 4 | 
4. We make it our daily prayer tharrhe- 
Wl. of God may be deneinearth, a5 it um 
Heaveng, 


Wo 


"Beaven, with a ready, fivift, and uni 


- pleaſed that our requeſts are granted , andre-jor 


- a modctt ſufpenfion of our thoughts , Hear jat 


" and to hy Saints that they turn not agar, Pal. } 


-adutrery : yet when rhe: brar is taken from |R, 
-Uus> when the Child Is dead , it will become W; 


'am vile , That chall I anſwer > Once Lavel | is 


Onrentment. 


ed conftancy. As*tis Gyant-like rebellzanhrocee 
to ſetup our will againſt his , foisirmad 2 6. 


yerſen(s rofer it up againft our own ; bedif-k 


pine that his , and: therewith our wilbighver 


| done. ' Ir were indeed not onely good mat feall 


ners ; bur good policy , to obſerve rhe dire-ſp 
Ction of the Hearher , and follow God : nor}C 
prezudge his dererminartions by ours 5 butin feve 


ken what the 1.ord God will ſay concerning (hu 
1s , for he will (peak: peace unto bis- people, 


5. Or however upon fſarpriſe we may in- 
dulge toa paiſionare affection , and dore up- 
on Our illegirimare off-{pring ,. our deafling |y/ 
eviles or follies , as David did--upon thar 
Child , who was the price of Murder ani | 


us todo as he did; rife from our ſullen po- | ;þ 
{ture on rhe earth , and worship #2 the houſe | 5; 
of the Lord , 2 Sam. 12. 20. It will behove us, | 4, 
as he {ayes in another place , to lay our band | 
won our mouth, becauſe it was bis doing, Pſalm | 1y 


30. 10. and with holy Job-, Chap. 40.4. | a 
when charg'd with his miurmuring ; N kold [ 


Jpokens 


% 
d 


179 
«hoken, but 19willawt anſwer ; yea twice,bus will 
qhroceed 216 further. 


lon, that *c is the wealth of narure ; tor it gives 
very. thing that we learnt to want , and 
.geally need fr bow 9 ge Is rhe} o_— 
ot Grace , © things a 
{Chriſtian nor pune wage. , bur can dehre, 
feven Almighty -God himſelf, He deed , 
las the Schole-men reach, is the objective 
happineſs of rhe Creature ; He who 1s 

the founrain of being , muſt be alſo of 
bleffedneſs ; and rhough this -be onely com- 
municable to us, when we have put off 
tat 235 wer cannot emer 1nto the Ke 
dom of God , and laid afide that corruprior 
which cannot inherit mcorruption , 1 Cor, 15. 
Fet even in this hfe > we may make ap- 
proaches to that bleſſed ſtare; by As of 
Refignarion and denial of our felyes. -It 
was rhe generous ſaying of Socrates, bemg 
:bour to die unto his friend : O Crize, ſince 
it 1s the will of God, folerirt be: Anytas 
and Mellitus may kill me , but cannor hurt 
me. Burt ivch a Reſignation as *r is infinit- 
ly a great-r duty roaChrniſtian®, ſo ir isalfo 
a more firm lecurity. In thar caſe 'r 1s nor 
the Martyr, but Je/ws of Nazareth , who 
1s thus perſecuted , and he who w_ 
um 


| 6. Socrates rightly ſaid of Contenrment, _ || 
oppoſing it tothe riches of fortune and opini= | | 
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.© be moyed, and rhough rhe hills be carried | 
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him will find it hard to kick again(t the pri 
Act. 9. F. | - f Peck | 
7. There could not bea greater inſtance off, 
the profligare ſenſuatiry of the 1ſraelites, the, © 
that they murmured tor want of /teks am þ 
emons , Numb. 11. 5. when they are Ange be 
food, and had bread rain'd down trom Heal®* 
yen. *T 1s impoſſible for the foul thar is ſenſi 
ble of God Almighries fayour, ro repine at 
any earthly preſſure : « The Lord is my shep 
© herd, faith David, rherefore can I lack no _ 
* thing, P/a/m 23. 1. And thou haft pur glad 
*neis 1nro my heart, more 'then when 
* Corn, and Wine, and Oil increaſed , Pſal: 
4. 7. and in paſſionate rapture he cryes our, 
P/24n 73.25. *Whon have I in Hee 
* yen but thee ; and there is none upon Earth 
«that 1defirein compariſon of thee ? my flesh 
* and my heart failerh: bur God 1s the ſtrength 
© of my heart, and my portion for ever. And 
likewiſe Pſalm 46. 1. © God is our hope and} 
* firength , a very preſent help in rrouble.' 
© Therefore will we not fear,though the earth; 


at 


© jnro the midf{t ofthe Sea. Though the wa- | 
* ters thereof rage and ſwell , and though the 
© mo'mnrains shake art the tempeſt of rhe ſame, 
©If God be 1n the mid{t of ns, we shall not be 
© removed , he will help us, andrthar right 
carly. Ler us rhcretore poſſeſs our ag” | 

of | 
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Chef this ſupporr, and as the Propher adviſes, 
Mai. 8. 12. © Neither fear, nor be afraid , in 
' ON arzy exigence how great ſoever ; but be ſtill 
—$and quier , and ſanCtific the Lord of hoſts 
"F himſelf, and let him be our fear, and ler hum 
be our dread. 
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